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LBeclesiastical Affairs. 


THE SORROWS OF SERFDOM. 


Auas! for the sons of slavery! We never con- 
template their hard lot without sympathising with 
them in their sufferings, and heaving a sigh over 
their degradation. It is a mournful thing to see 
aught that is valuable spoiled—mournful just in 
proportion to its original and intrinsic perk. He 
who can look upon a dwarfed and crippled body 
without a ang of regret, can have but little sensi- 
tiveness of feeling; but to see mind—to see man 
in the higher capacities of his nature, reason, will, 
conscience, bound by a force which he can neither 
respect nor love—chafed and galled by restrictions 


not sufficient resolution to snap asnnder—worried 
into au. N. . his moral sense would fain leave 
undone—hindered from attempting what an en- 
lightened understanding would prompt him to do 
—his perception always so far a-head of his liberty 
of action as to torment him with a perpetual feel- 
ing of his own helplessness—this is one of the 
most humiliating aspects under which poor hu- 
* ean be regarded. 

Ecclesiastical serfdom begins at length to wake 
up to its own misery. Our readers will probably 
remember that in the very first week of the present 

liamentary session, Lord Ebrington presented 
to the House of Commons a petition from Dr Car- 
withen, rector of Stoke Climsland, in the diocese 
of Exeter, stating that “ in consequence of the very 
excited state of public feeling in the diocese, and 
having three pastoral letters from the Bishop, 
which, as it appeared to him, were of very uncertain 
and different import, he was at a loss to know how 
he should perform his sacred functions with safety 
to himself, and satisfaction to his parishioners ”— 
and praying for “the repeal of certain statutes, 
and for a calm and temperate review of the Book 
of Common Prayer, rubrics, and canons of the 
church of England.” 

We shall take this clergyman as a type of a con- 
siderable class—and, by an analysis of bis case, en- 
deavour to arrive at the source of all the grievances 
inflicted upon the consciences of the state-paid 
clergy. 

On the one hand, then, we recognise in Dr 
Carwithen, and in those of his brethren who are 

likeminded with himself, a sense of allegiance due 
to the spiritual Head of the church. Conscience, 
not yet rendered wholly torpid within them, is 
perpetually reminding them of the desirableness 
of so conducting the ministrations which they per- 
form in the name and on the behalf of their Mas- 
ter, as to make them square with His expressed 
will. And this service, could they but render it 
without external hindrance, they would identify 
with the noblest freedom. It would be a work in 
which ry ee within them could concur in 
being earnestly engaged. Reason, affection, will, 
might here harmoniously combine, and the whole 
man, living and moving within his appointed and 
highest sphere of duty, would find peace in action, 
and in labour, rest. Hitherward, consequently, 
every serious clergyman is drawn by a powerful 
law of attraction, and such sense of religious obli- 
gation, as may remain alive within him, will, of 
necessity, struggle to reach a position of exact 
obedience to Jesus Christ. 


which he holds to be unjust, but which yet he has } mission. 


men an extremely mortifying subjection to a 
totally different authority. A line is marked out 
for them by act of parliament, which so often 
diverges from the rule of scripture, and is, more- 
over, so indistinct in, some places, so intricate, 
perplexing, and contradictory in others, and so 
closely guarded by thorny hedges of pains and 

nalties, in all, that they are at their wit's end 
— to proceed. Conscience whispers this law 
seems to command that. Here, a bishop authori- 
tatively interprets in one way - there, his right reve- 
rend brother dogmatises in another — and ultimately, 
their ecclesiastical superior obscurely intimates 
that both are right. . Well may Dr Carwithen 
be staggered as to how he is to conduct himself! 
He has taken a vow to serve two masters their 
decisions are very usually at variance with each 
other. If he would serve Christ, he must expose 
himself to civil damage—if he would obey Cesar, 
he must violate his own sense of obligation. Poor 
man! what is he but an ecclesiastical serf? 


The inquiry will now very naturally present it- 
self, hatha this painful dilemma springs out of 
the office which these men sustain, or whether it is 
to be traced up to some other and more adventi- 
tious cause. What gives Cesar his hold upon 
conscientious clergymen? In what consists the 
essence of his authority over them? How comes 
it that his commands as to the mode of conduct- 
ing divine worship have the force of law? What 
is the real impediment in the way of absolute eccle- 
siastical freedom ? We answer, state pay. Were 
this abolished, conscience would be 4 from 
all its fetters. ‘They who have renounced the 
voluntary principle, have likewise renounced with 
it their religious independence. The “ wedge of 
gold ” which they accept at the hands of the civil 
magistrate binds them over to unconditional sub- 
It ill becomes them to complain that 
this or the other regulation aggrieves their con- 
sciences. They who sell themselves to slavery 
have no further right to plead their private judg- 
ment. A bargain is a bargain, all the world over 
—and if the terms of it are found more galling 
than was anticipated, the honest solution of diffi- 
culties must be sought, not in changes to be 
effected by the legislature, but in the surrender of 
state wages by the individual. ‘The serfdom of 
the serious clergy is self-imposed. ‘They part with 
their noblest birthright for “ a mess of pottage.” 


A VARIATION OF THE SAME THEME. 


LET us be just. Serfdom is not confined to the 
ministers of the established church. Among dis- 
senters there is a class of very petty and insignifi- 
cant Cœsars, who make pay a ground of claim for 
homage. And the conscience which, for the sake 
of that pay, goes wrong at the word of command, 
and then complains of being aggrieved, is in an 
equally false position with those above adverted to. 
Let us illustrate this. 

In North Wales the dissenting ministers are, 
almost to a man, favourable to, and even identified 
with, that active movement for the separation of 
church and state, which was organised at the Con- 
ference held last year. Their sympathies are with 
it—for they have themselves publicly and so- 
lemnly recorded the fact. Now, we beg respect- 
fully, and in all kindness, to submit to them one 
or two queries which strike us as of some practical 
importance. We need not ask what steps they 
would take to carry out their convictions, if left to 
follow the dictates of their own judgment, because: 


they have placed this beyond the possibility of 


mistake. But we should be obliged for informa- 
tion as to the actual obstacles which prevent them 
from acting with the same decision within 
their own respective circles of responsibility, as 
they have done upon the larger and more 
general scale. Is it true that even in North Wales 
it is difficult to obtain chapels in which to expound 
and enforce the principles of nonconformity? Is 
it ortet that this difficulty is frequently summed 
up in the indisposition towards the movement of 
one or two wealthy and worldly subscribers to the 
local “ cause?” We hope the information we have 
received is inaccurate. But if the case really be 
as our questions would seem to imply, we would 
earnestly exhort all whom it may concern to put 
an end at once to their miserable bondage. 

How, it may be asked, is this to be done? 
Wherein, we ask in reply, does the difficulty con- 
sist? The“ wedge of gold,” in this as in the pre- 


to freedom of conscientious action. Away with it, 
if needs be! Acknowledge but one Master in the 
domains of religious duty! It is a small matter 
to be independent of the meddling authority of 
the state, if other authority is to be deferred to. 
A petty ruler is the worst of despots; for, in pro- 
portion to the narrowness of the limits within 
which he reigns is, for the most part, the arbitrari- 
ness of his sway. It is better to submit to Cesar 
than to Tomkins; but the minister who 1 — 
the smallest self-respect will pay exclusive allegiance 
to Jesus Christ. 


—— in 


THe Britisu ANTI-8TATE-CHURCH ASSOCIATION.— 
The deep interest which the metropolitan public take 
in the principles and objects of this association may 
be judged of by the numerous audiences by which 
the lectures, now in course of delivery, are attended, 
and the satisfaction and delight manifested by the 
warm and cordial votes of thanks to the lecturers, 
and by the cheering and applause by which they are so 
constantly greeted. Already twenty of these lec- 
tures have been delivered in various of the 
metropolis ; these will be followed by others in the 
localities not yet visited, and where chapels are 
freely offered to the association for that purpose. 
Among the lecturers who have already taken Pert 
are Dr Cox, Mr Miall, Mr Burnet, Mr Carlile, Mr 
Stovel, and Mr Forster of Highgate; of those who 
are expected to follow, when time 25 circum- 
stances will permit, are Dr Camp r Price, Mr 
Stevenson, and Dr Pye Smith, and it will afford us 
very great pleasure to announce to our readers their 
appearance in this good work. There were two lec- 
tures delivered last week, the first at Esher street 
chapel, Kennington, by Mr Forster of Highgate— 
an admirable lecture, which all will do well to en- 
deavour to hear on Thursday next, at Salters” hall, 
Cannon street, when it will be repeated ; the second 
by Dr Cox, at Islington Green chapel. We have 
spoken of the worthy Doctor's lecture in high terms 
before, and the reception it met with on Friday last 
corroborates our opinion. The evils of state churches 
were ably set forth and clearly demonstrated under 
four heads :—1. They pollute the springs of legisla- 
tion; 2. They are persecuting in spirit and tendency ; 
3. They originate innumerable broils and strifes ; 
and 4. bi foster a spurious and nominal Chris- 
tianity. The vote of thanks was proposed by the 
minister of the place (Mr Brown), and seconded by 
Mr M‘Laren, who eulogised the lecturer and the 
lecture in most eloquent and feeling terms. We 
have reason to know that such has been the demand 
for the prize essay, The Church of Christ — what 
is it ?’’ that a new edition will be required forthwith. 


Last week the parishioners of Wigan, Lancashire, 
refused a church rate, of ninepence in the pound, by 
145 to 106 votes. . 


Mr Joun CTLAvrox's Farewew. ‘ Pastoran.'’— 
Not content with advising his own flock to continue 
in the path in which he has studiously led them, he 
makes his counsels to them the vehicle of indirect 
attacks upon his brethren in the ministry, and upon 
their flocks, and ‘‘ launches out into open assaults 
upon the great body of dissenters—assaults of which 
it is hard to say, whether they are more distinguished 
by apparent bitterness of spirit, or by strange incon- 
gruity of language. Leave it, my brethren. and 
sisters, leave it to other sections of the professing 
church to be at war with all the rest, and to tear 
themselves to pieces by internal disputes and divi- 
sions.“ To this end they are instructed to choose a 
pastor who shall be, not an angry denomination- 
alist,’ throwing vitriol on all around him, expecting 
thus to clear their eye-sight, to calm their tion, 
and to win their affections ;”” but one, in essentials, 
firm as the oak of the forest; and, in non-essentials, 
exhibiting the graceful plianey of the willow, which, 
to n certain extent, can bend with the breeze, and 
flow with the stream.’”’—Patriot. .; 7 


THE TRACTARIAN INNOVATIONS. 

It would seem, from the intelligence given below, 
that Puseyism, or Tractarianism, has almost received 
its death-blow. The Puseyite clergy are discom- 
fited, or have succumbed, on all sides. Mr Ward 
has been degraded, the Camden 0 dissolved, 
and the clergy in the metropolis and elsewhere are 
making haste to abandon the obnoxious innova- 
tions which have so generally excited the animosity 
of the laity. . 

At West Teignmouth, the West Briton informs us, 
„The surplice is still continued. On Sunday last, 
the greater part of a very small congregation left the 
church, amidst much noise and confusion. 
says, that the worthy incumbent is preparing for a 
siege, and that on Sunday next the police are to 
guard the church to prevent an uproar, that the sur- 

lice worshipers may not be disturbed.” Matters 
ave not improved at Falmouth. ‘Last week,“ 
says the same journal, ‘a vestry assembled to make 


On the other hand, we observe in these unhappy 


ceding instance, constitutes the sole impediment 


a church rate, and the old wound was opened afresh. 
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THE NONGONFORMIST. 


Some of the oldest churchmen of the town opposed 
the rate altogether, considering that course most 
likely to p i j 

indifference, ¥o 
only, as would p 
sonal risk. An 


rule 2 9 
church or Meir 


discharged ; the present churchwardens intending, 
before they quit office, to take possession of the 
organ and lock it up. Last Wednesday, another 
meeting was held in the vestry room of the town 
workhouse, to consider what further steps it was ne- 

to take. It was a very numerous and re- 
A le meeting. The mayor, Mr W. Broad, one 
of the churchwardens, was called to the chair. A 


plution was to the effect, that the Queen 
be nene en ß th ee ; that petitions be 
eue if both Lords and Commons, and that in 
e oné house the matter be entrusted to Lord 
n, The tone of the meeting was temperate, 
bu ined; and there seemed to be a settled 
conviction upon the minds of all present, that if 
anything like peace was restored. to this parish, it 
must be done by some authority far above the Lord 
Bishop, or the non-resident rector, who, we hear, 
sent hig curate, only last week, instructions to make 
no alteration from the present mode of worship, and 
that he expected to find everything, on his return, in 
the same form as when he left.“ 


The obstinate contest which has been raging be- 
tween the clergy and laity of Tottenham relative to 
the tractarian innovations, has at length been 
brought to a close by the submission of the latter. 
A deputation waited on the Bishop of London, 
the result being that one year’s truce which 
excited so much ridicule at the time. It was subse- 
quently supposed that the clergy were meditating a 
repetition of the innovations at the close of the 
twelve months. This, however, turns out not to be 
the case, as on Friday last a letter was circulated by | 
them, of which the following is a copy: 

\ Tottenham, Feb. 12. 
% De4ar Srn—In consideration of the letter which the 


[Fes. 19, 


16th, he took his text 


On Sabbath afternoon, Feb: 


It 
was the crucifix which had been so abused by the ca- 


tholics. Many other topics were — on, but I fear 
that I shall trespass on’ four space.” e 
TnACTARIAN ISM has been vigorously and success- 
fully o in other quarters during the past 
week. On Thursday evening, at a special meeting 
of the vestry of St Lawrence and St Mary Magdalen, 
Milk strect, resolutions were ed, declaring that 
the alterations made by the Rey, Allerton Burgh in 
conducting diyine service, by preaching in the sur- 
lice, reading the prayer for the church militant, 
nd introducing the offertory, were offensive to his 
congregation, and appointing a deputation to wait 
on the vicar, and communicate to him the opinion of 
his parishioners. Mr Harvey, vicar of Bt George's, 
Ramsgate, after wearing the surplice, &c., for the 


a meeting of his parishioners ;— 

„Resolved, — That, deploring the agitation respecting 
conflicting differences in the form of divine worship, as 
tending to great discomfort and disunion among those 
warmly attached to the church, the vicar be respectfully 
requested to restore the service to its original form, in 
conformity with the usages of the last 180 years. That 
he therefore be requested to resume the gown while 
delivering the sermon, and to discontinue the reading 
of the offertory sentences, and the prayer for the church 
militant, on ordinary occasions. ‘That the chairman be 
requested to deliver these resolutions to the vicar this 
evening.“ 


THE OXFORD CONVOCATION, 

The members of Convocation poured into Oxford 
on Thursday, intent upon the great business of the 
day; and by one o'clock the theatre of the University 
was filled. Many men, titled and untitled, well 


Archbishop of Canterbury has lately addressed to the 
_ clergy and laity of his province, and in the exercise of a 
179 stipe with which we have been intrusted by the | 
: 1 4 the diocese, we beg leave to make known to 
you, that we do not intend to introduce, as proposed, 
certain changes in the order of divine service at the 
parish church and at Trinity chapel, but the rather to 
await that adjustment of the questions at issue to which 


known in public life, were there; among them the 
Bishop of Chichester, the Bishop of Llandaff, Mr 
W. E. Gladstone, Lord Ashley, Lord Sandon, a few 
more lords, several members of parliament, and a 
host of ‘“‘reverend’’ gentlemen—some twelve or 
thirteen hundred in all. Mr Ward already occupied 
the English rostrum; Mr Oakley, of Balliol 


the primate has alluded. 3 
1. Phe changes which were contemplated, and to which | college, by his side. 
we refer, are the omission of an anthem before the com- 


mencement of divine service; the giving out the singing 


Some preliminaries over, the Vice-chancellor stated 


the business of the convocation; and Dr Bliss read 
psalms by the minister; the use of the prayer for the 
church militant; and the collection with the offertory | 


the passages from Mr Ward’s book, The Ideal of a 
Yhristian Church Considered, which formed the basis 


sentences upon the occasion of charity sermons. Jof the charge against him, as inconsistent with sub- 


5 prongs te hoping that the step which we are taking 
will, by God’s blessing, tend to restore among us that 
mutual confidence and good feeling which have unhap- 
pily in some measure been impaired, 
„We beg to subscribe ourselves, your faithfully, 
“« JOHN S. WINTER, 
GEORGE B. TWINING, 
„HEN RV P. DUN ST ER, 
i « THOMAS BAKER.” 
E is remarkable, notwithstanding that the clergy 
ve thus struck to their opponents, that no refer- | 
ence is made in the foregoing to the Wood Green 
rape]. It was on the opening of that chapel that 
the changes were first introduced, and it was. with 


of the chapel, that the resistance 
n suburban Lauds of this and the 
neighbouring district seem, in fact, to have very 
generally given in. ‘Walthamstow, Layton, Edmon- 
ton, Tottenham, and Islington, have all either re- 
tained or resumed the old forms. At Hackney, how- 
ever, the changes are still persisted in. A requisition 
is in the course of signature to Mr Birch, of West 
Hackney; and another to Mr Harvey, of Stoke 
Newington. Where the abandonment of the changes | 
has been so general, these parishes cannot be ex- 
pected to be much longer visited with them. | 

Tur INNOVATIONS AT CHELMSFORD AND WITHAM. 
—A correspondent sends us the following account of 
the proceedings which have taken place in these 
towns relative to the tructariun innovations: 

% No tumults and contentions relative to performance 
of the service, or fulfiment of rubric of Kuglish hierarchy 
similar to those which have nearly dismembered Oxford 
and Exeter, have disturbed our diocese, till within a few 
weeks. A week or two ago, the rector of Chelmsford, 
Mr Mildma » consented, in accordance with the wishes 

ishioners, to return to the former mode of con- 
ducting the service, declaring himself willing to act in 
ey live in the spitit of charity withall. The clergyman 
o 
at 


pringfleld also consented, so that Chelmsford is now 
peace. But Witham is otherwise doomed. Some 
time ago, the curate, the Rev. — Dutton (a renegade 
baptist), who is, of course, his vicar's tool, refused to 

ister the holy communion to a lady, because she 
had not been so regular in her attendance as he could 
wish. This inflamed the husband's mind, who repre- 
gented it to the churchwarden, and demanded that he 


: | noured be his gen eness 


‘that one of two c 


made, in order that the Christian child might be kept 
from the unregenerate child. These things, added to 
others that tire your patience to recite, so exas- 


petated the minds of people against this Puseyistical 
notion, that several at this meeting found tongues to 
rotest against it who had never spoken in public be- 
fore. The vicar, the Rev. J. Bramston, had so many 
uestions proposed to him, land was so sorely pressed, 
hat he would not answer there, but declared his inten- 
tion to preach on the subject an the coming Sabbath, 
when, not satisfied, they might call another meeting. 


scription of the thirty-nine articles. Called upon by 
the Vice-chancellor, Mr Ward delivered a long 
speech, by permission, in English. He enlarged upon 
the difficulties under which he laboured, in speaking 


’ * — . * * 5 
before an audience prejudiced against his doctrines, 


and ill-suited to form a judicial tribunal; and in 
being limited as to time, though to do justice to his 
arguments they needed ample development. He 
contended, that in some part the formularies of the 
church must be accepted by all sections of it in a 
% non - natural sense; he pointed to the “high 
churchmen”’ and the ‘‘ evangelicals ’’ railing against 
each other, as two parties dividing the whole chureh 
on such disputed matters; and he referred to the 
withdrawal of the proposed new test, against which 
a general outcry was raised, as proving that none 
will consent to be restricted to the“ natural’’ sense 
in subscribing the articles. 

Persons who have for half their lives held a certain 
doctrine, and also subscribed a certain formulary, unless 
they have an unusual power of abstraction, will hardly 
ever see any inconsistency between the doctrine and the 
formulary; a new doctrine is brought before them, and 
its inconsistency with the obvious bearing of some article 
is readily discovered. So, to take the strongest case 
that — possibly be brought, it might have been 
thought quite impossible that any one should read our 
baptismal service, and doubt that, according to the 
obvious and prim4 facie doctrine of that service, baptism 
conveys to infants a real inward gift. Before baptism, 
Thou who didst sanctify water to the mystical washing 
away of sin, look upon this child, wash him, and sanctify 
him with the Holy Ghost.“ After,—‘* We yield Thee 
hearty thanks that it hath pleased Thee to regenerate 
this infant with Thy Tloly Spirit.“ And yet there have 
been multitudes of religious and upright men, as we all 
know, who have been quite unable to sce it- some, per- 
haps, here present, full of indignation at my bad faith 
in subscribing formularies in a non-natural sense. I 
refer to these points in no spirit of party recrimination, 
but to illustrate what I mean 
IIis closing remarks were as ToHows — 

Nothing, indeed, is more probable than that the fabric 
of the English church may fall to pieces if you begin 
taking out only a single stone; a fabric, large in extent, 
and yet homogeneous in its composition, it will not be 
one, or anything in the least like it, merely because you 
succeed in dislodging\one among its innumerable dis- 
cordant materials; and I do implore you then to con- 
sider well what you do when you take this first step, 
which may lead to so disastrous an issue. Let your de- 
cision, at least, be the result, not of party; excited 
feeling, but of calm and solemn deliberation. 

He concluded by handing in a Latin protest against 
the legality of the proceedings. Thespeech occupied 
an hour in the delivery; it was given rapidly, yet 
with calmness and self-possession, and with all the 
marks of sincerity. Towards the beginning there 
was some applause; but Mr Ward himself repressed 
it by an appeal to the judicialheharacter of the assem- 
blage. Dr Grant, of New College, handed in an 
amendment to the decree of condemnation, censur- 
ing the book, but declining to judge the author or 
| his good faith in subscribing the articles. The Vice- 


last two years, has abandoned the innovation in | Grant, Pusey, &e., Kc. | te 
consequence of the following resolutions, adopted at | unanimously in favour of Mr Ward on both proposi- 


chancellor said, that no proposition could be received 
that had not been sanctioned by the Hebdomadal 
board. Mr Denison handed in a protest against the 

The Vice-c or put the 
was a perfect 
et; and on a 


ys : 
7771 t it, ‘Tele 4. 
The Vice-chancellor next called upon Mr Ward to 
say why he should not be degraded. Mr Ward made 
a shorter speech ; reminded his hearers that persons 


| who had even gone over to the church of Rome had 


not been déprived of their degrees, and that to de- 


and much attached to it, would be harsh. Mr Kilisoy 
formerly a fellow of Balliol, opposer tip degrada n, 
in a long Latin speech; on the ground that Mr Ward 
had not impugned the principal doctrines of religion, 
and that his personal character was unimpeachable. 
The motion of degradation was put and carried, by 
569 to 511. ’ 

Among the placets were the Bishops of Llandaff 
and Chichester; Lords Romney, Feversham, and 
Sandon; the Deans of Norwich, Chris h, 
Carlisle, Chichester, &c., &c. Among the non-placets 
were Mr Gladstone, M.P.; Drs Hook, Manning, 
The fellows of ol voted 


tions. Mr Newman did not vote. 

The Vice-chancellor then offered the third propo- 
sition, for the condemnation of the Tract 90. There 
were loud shouts of “Placet?’ and Non placet ;”’ 
when the senior proctor rose and interposed the 
veto of his body, saying. Nobis procuratoribus 
non placet. The veto was received with loud 
cheers and hisses, 

After the meeting, addresses were put in eircula- 
tion. One, bearing two or three hundred names 
(including those of Mr Gladstone and Mr Justice 
Coleridge), thanked the proctors for the veto. The 
other declared the censure of Tract 90 imperatively 
necessary; and called upon the Hebdomadal board 
to renew it when the present“ temporary obstruc- 
tion“ (the present prottors, soon to be out of office) 
should be removed. As the proctors for the ensuing 
year (Mr Harris and Mr Peter) are decided anti- 
tractarians, ‘Tract No. 90 stands little chance at next 
convocation. , 


There has been no formal ex-official act of 12 
tely 


vation, the simple decree of the convocation 
held to be sufficient, as it takes effect immediately. 
Mr Ward has dcffed his cap and gown, and ap- 
pears about Oxford in the ordinary dress. It seems 
that there is controversy on this point also. Te 
university authorities maintain that Mr Ward should 
now wear a scholar’s gown, as an under-graduate, 
and a member of a foundation. On the other hand, 
his legal advisers are of opinion that the adoption of 
that dress would be tantamount to an admi = 


which would, to a certain extent, damage any 
he may urge on the occasion of his appeal to anoth: 
tribunal. The end is, as has been said, that he goes 
about in plain black and beaver. It is understood 
that Mr Ward's application to the court of Queen's 
Bench for a mandamus to the university to restore 
his degrees will be made immediately after the com- 
mencement of Easter term. 

The Morning Chronicle of Saturday has the fol- 
lowing remarks on the subject :— bun 

Five hundred and sixty-nine members of con vopation 
thought that Mr Ward ought to be degraded. Five hun- 
dred and eleven thought he ought not. As far as mere 
authority goes, either of these nearly balanced patties 
may fairly claim as much of it as the other. 

Under such circumstances, it seems to us that the 
Hebdomadal board has little cause to congratulate itself 
upon its triumph. On the contrary, it seems clearer 
than ever that it has entered upon a course in which diffi- 
culties will grow and multiply at every step. The univer- 
sity, being a lay incorporation, has chosen, without any 
recognised form of trial, to inflict punishment on a 
clergyman for an ecclesiastical offence. What will be 
the immediate consequences? In the first plage, the le- 
rality of the proceedings will be quesoned in a court of 
aw. A member of the university, without being con- 
victed of any crime, has beén stripped of his right to vote 
for a representative in parliament.’ This is primd facie 
an injury, which there must be some legal process for 


investigating. But it is not of his iby the dee fran- 
ec 
* 


chise alone that Mr Ward is deprived by the decision of 
Thursday. As we understand the matter, will also 
deprive him of his fellowship. The statutes of Balliol 
college, it is said, require that each of its fellows should 
have a degree, and, therefore, it is to be presumed that 
if one of them loses his degree he loses his een 
along with it. From a judicial sentence involvi aah 
a result as this, there must be an appeal to some tribunal 
whose decision will have more weight with the public 
than the vote of convocation. All this opens up a vista 
of embarrassment which may well make the heads of 
houses doubt the wisdom of their e al- 5 
have dealt with the case of Mr Ward: wh t will they do 
with Mr Oakley, another fellow of Ball ot college, who 
has just written to the Vice-chancellor to re he, 
like Mr Ward, claims the right to hold all n doc- 
trine, notwithstanding subscription to the articles? 
What will the university do with Tract 90? and, above 
all, what will they do with Mr Newman ? 

It is notorious that a laxity of interpretation of the 
church formularies prevails to a great extent. Paley in 
his “ Moral Philosophy,” a university text-book, be it 
remembered, almost ridicules theidea that nothing 
less can justify subscription to the Thirty-nine Articles 
than the actual belief of each and every separate proposi- 
tion contained in them.“ He says that those Who con- 
tend for such a principle, ‘‘ must suppose that the legis- 
lature expected the consent of ten thousand men, and 
that in perpetual succession, not to one controverted 
proposition, but to many hundreds. It is difficult to 
conceive how this could be expected by any who ob- 
served the incurable diversity of human opinion upon all 
subjects short of demonstration.” Pale accordingly 
decides that the impossibility which, with his usual ini- 
mitable force and clearness, he dese „was not ex- 


pected, and to settle the rule of subeexiption, specifies 


grade him, willing to serve in the church of — 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. 


three classes of men whom the legislature or Imponeus 
intended to exclude, and says that all others may sub- 
scribe, if they can convince themselves that they are 
82 that intention. ahs is the teaching of a 
writer of no mean ‘authority, himself a dignitary of the 
church. put if such r is allowable in subscription, 
where is it to stop? or, if men, honest and truthful in 
other respects, bays hogs alas tosatis!y their consciences 
Pree then, re 


they might make a formal and public profession, 
an | reservations, What amount of laxity in sub- 
acti va will Jai ts in finding an individual guilty 


ith, and punishing him for it by an ignominious 
! — 445 e Aare agree with those who think that 
the Practice of subscribing what is not believed, or sub- 
scrib a non-natural sense, is essentially immoral, 
and that it is especially scandalous in ministers of the 
Chris igion ; but it has too much of the authority 


of custom in its fayour to be got rid of by punishing in- 


DissonwTion oF THE CampeNn Socrery.—We are 
informed by a Cambridge 8 that the 
Camden society, at its meeting on Thursday evening, 

to dissolve itself. This resolution was, it is 
believed, in no small degree influenced by the late 
judgment of Sir H. Jenner Fust. — Times. The 
me party mentions one or two interesting facts in 
onnexion with this event :— . 

What effect this 1 may have had on the feel- 

inge of the members of the society resident in the uni- 

ty, and ‘especially the committee of management, it 
is now certain, that the implied censure passed upon it 
by the withdrawal of those right reverend prelates, the 
Bishops of Exeter and Lincoln, and his Grace the Duke 
of Ncktmamberland, chancellor of the university, from 
its ligt) af patrons, has not been without its influence. 
In fact, the president, Archdeacon Thorpe, said as much 
in declaring to the meeting; on Thursday, the opinion 
of the committee, that it ought to dissolve itself at its 
next anniversary meeting. I cannot state it as a fact, 
but thi) Kit my duty to say, that 4 rumour is prevalent 
Arc bet the university to the effect, that the pro- 
posed dissolution of the society is not so much to be 
attributed to the withdrawal of the three high names 
already specified from the list of patrons, but to an inti- 
mation conveyed to certain members of the society, that 
its existence at this vitally interesting juncture as re- 
gards the church herself, was looked upon in anything 
but a favourable light in the most illustrious quarter. 
In some of the colleges, I have also heard, that an im- 
ied something was added on the subject of church 


9 9 cay, from which those might possibly debar 
emselv 


ns¢lves who should offer any opposition to the pro- 
posed ogee ge Be this as it may, and whether with 
the prospect of martyrdom or not, not a single voice is 
likely to be raised to avert the fate which now awaits 


the society, whose days are to be numbered in May. 


The that the society intended to appeal 
against Sir H. Jenner Fust’s judgment in the stone 

tar case, and that Mr Hope, I. F, offerca to defray 
the costs of the appeal, is altogether false. 


A letter from the Marquis of Breadalbane to Dr 
Welsh, with reference to the proposed new Free 
church college, has been published. The noble 
marquis ses that, in preference to the project 
of establishing a sectarian college, a general and 
united effort should be made to remove the tests that 
now enthral the Scotch universities. If that attempt 
is unsuccessful, he thinks that the Free church 
would be “ better able to adjust, in concert, some 
effective scheme for the establishment of a new and 
comprehensive system suitable to our country and 
the age. Such a college would, in every respect, be 
a national one, instead of that of a particular 
church.“ 

Porvranrrr oF THE ScorrisH ESTA LIsRMENT.— 
At the state church in Stranraer, a fortnight ago, 
not a single individual appeared at the annual seat 
letting! In a parish in Ayrshire, the state priest 
counts the congregation on Sunday mornings, as one 
by one they pass the manse; and if they are within 
the compass of a dinner party (which is usually the 
case), he asks them in—goes through the service by 
the fireside—and sets them down to dinner! 
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COMMONS. 


PETITIONS FOR THE WEFK. 
coe Interest, to relieve —_ taxation, 15. 
rmy avy, against support of, 3. 
Banking, Scotland, against any change, 1. 
Coal, for repeal of duty, 2. 
Game Laws, for alteration of, 1. 
Insolvent Debtors Act, for repeal of, 4. 
J Evie De® 75 ilities, 7 N al of, 1. 
, or re 11. 
ane Practice bil for ajteration, 16. 
4 fore 1. or 1 of, 2. 
per, ſor uty on, 3. 
— Settlements, against alteration of law, 1. 
Poor Law, amendment of, 1. 
Post office saga opening letters, 3. 


Property Tax, nst renewal of, 1. 

Public Houses, for 1 the numbers, II. 

st Asaph and Bangor Dioceses, against union of, 1. 
Slave Trade, for abolition, I. 

Soap, for repeal of duty on, 2. 

Sugar, for reduction o duties, . 

Window Tax, for repeal of, 5. 


— wee oo ee — — 


BILLS READ A FIRST TIME. 
Constables (Scotland) bill. 
Parochial Settlement biil 


— 
— — 
— 


‘ BILL READ A SECOND TIME. 
Constables (Scotland) bill. 


CONSIDERED IN COMMITTER. 
Supply.—£18, 404, 500, granted for Exchequer bills. 
ompanies Clauses Consolidation bill. 
ays and Means Property Tax and Stamp Duties in Ireland. 
DEBATES. 
Thursday, Feb. 13. 


DEFECTIVR CONSTRUCTION OF SHIPS OF THE NAVY. 


Sir C. Narinm, in moving for a select committee 
to inquire into the manner in which the money voted 
since 1835 for the construction of ships had been ex- 


a 4 


pended, and if the ships constructed were an i 


provement of the old system, observed, that his 
only object in pegs age his motion forward was to 
ascertain whether the reports now prevalent as to 
the ships recently constructed were true or false ; 
because, if they were true, the system ought to be 
stopped, and, if they were false, the reputation of 
the officers which those rts impugned ought to 
be cleared. Starting with the commencement of the 

esent century, he criticised the system on which, 

former days, our men-of-war webe built, adducing 
specific examples, from the first-class three-deckers 
cut down to eighty-fours, down to the ten-gun brigs, 
nicknamed “ floating coffins.” The gallant commo- 
dore then procceded to criticise, in detail, the diffe- 
rent vessels built by Captain Symonds, pointing out 
in strong terms the defects of the Vanguard, the 
Pique, and the Queen. He complained that, though 
the Pique had been a complete failure, six frigates 
had been laid down like her; and though the Queen 
was not a fast ship, steered badly by the wind, 
pitched dreadfully, and had many other defects, six 
three-deckers had been laid down upon the same 
model. The gallant officer raised great laughter by 
the characteristic manner in which he read portions 
of evidence in support of his allegations, and partly 
by a running equivoque, which ouse chose to 
perceive, in certain familiarities taken with the 
% Queen. Proceeding to our steam marine, in the 
improvement of which he had early taken an inte- 
rest, Sir Charles cited Sir Thomas Hardy and his 
own personal experience, in proof of the impenetra- 
bility and immovability of the Board of Admiralty. 
As to the steam vessels which were at present on the 
stocks, he thought that the government would do 
better in pulling them to pieces at once, than in 
going on with them on their present model and at 
the present rate of expense. The right hon. baronet 

j Rt laugh, but these were straightforward facts; 
and if the right hon. gentleman could point out one 
single steam boat in the British navy that could 
work her bow guns upon her main deck, he (Sir 
Charles) would cut his head off. [He did not spe- 
cify whether his own or the premier’s.] He con- 
cluded by imploring the House, now that we are 
going to lay down a numerous fleet of steam boats, 
not to grant one shilling for them before an inquiry 
was instituted into the alleged faults of our present 
system of construction. 

The motion was seconded by Mr Humg, and sup- 
ported by several members. Captain Prcua.t ad- 
vocated the Archimedean screw, as a means of 
abolishing the unwieldy paddle boxes. 


Captain Harris, who echoed many of Sir Charles 
Napier's complaints, did not think that the motion 
would attain the desired object; but recommended 
a scientific commission, appointed by government, 
and including the Surveyor of the Navy, to investi- 
— the whole subject, and receive communications 

m all parts of the world as to well-established 
improvements. 

ir G. Cocx nun did not consider the naval archi- 
tecture of former years to be faultless, nor was he 
repared to go further back than the period of his 
ing placed at the head of the Admiralty. There 


could be no doubt that Sir William Symonds hade 


rendered the navy great benefit by increasing the 
size of ships, enabling them to carry their burden 
with ease, and effecting other improvements; and 
though the present Board were not of opinion that 
our naval architecture should be under the exclusive 
superintendence of one man, they had been reluctant 
hastily to make changes which would seem to imply 
a want of appreciation of the merits of the surveyor 
of the navy. But they were not indifferent to the 
necessity of progress. They were directing their 
attention to effecting other improvements. knew 
how many steamers France has, and he also knew 
how many stcamers we have in this country; and 
though he hoped that he would not be asked to state 
the numbers, he could assure the House that Eng- 
land has a much larger steam force than France, 
despite of all her vauntings [loud cheers]. As to 
the inquiry, he must say that a committee of that 
House was the worst selection that could be made 
for the purpose. 

Sir George’s resistance was followed up by Mr 
Cuartes Woop, the former whig secretary to the 
navy, who, with some asperity, defended the late 
ministry against their share in Sir Charles N@pier’s 
animadversions. Admiral Bowes, who tried 
the Queen, said that the weather came on fair 
sooner than he expected ; and he did not feel justi- 
fied, in order to try a ship, to go about in quest of a 
storm. 

Mr Wak ey said the neglect of the navy was not 
a matter of surprise, when he found naval officers in 
that House insinuating that junior lords of the ad- 
miralty scarcely knew a three-decker from a New- 
castle collier. Was there, however, to be no inquiry? 
A commission, to be issued by the crown, was the 
proper tribunal; and he hoped that Sir Charles Na- 
pier would withdraw his motion for a committee, 
or there were many members who, however desirous 
of an investigation, could not support it. In speak- 
ing of the object which the Prince de Joinville had 


in magnifying the power of the British steam marine, 
in order to rouse Freneh people to rival it, Mr 
Wakley said— 


He looked through the wrong end of the telescope, in 
order to make our power appear to his countrymen as 
small as possible [a laugh}. He meant that he looked 
through the right side of the telescope to make our 
power appear as small as possible [laughter, and cries of 
„large, large!“ ]. No; small, small (laughter)! Really 
they were very merry; but they were mistaken, and he 
was correct. The Prince, for his own sake, wished to 
ascertain our real dimensions; but he ‘got his country- 
men to view us through the telescope, in order that our 
power might a r to them as small as possible [(re- 
newed laughter}. Really, after all, they were right, and 
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he was wrong he meant as large as possible (laughter, 
and hear, hear ]. 

ir C. Narrer, in reply, would say a few words 
about the Queen’s yacht. 

It was very well known in the House what she was, or 
if it were not, he would take right care that it 
should [cheers and laughter), That vessel, exclusive of 
her machinery, cost no less than (10,000, and yet, after 
all that expense, it was well known and understood, that 
that yacht, in which her Majesty was embarked not long 

„was perfectly unsafe (hear}—and he had it from the 

cer who commanded her [{cheers}—that she could not 
steer within eight points, and that, if left to herself 
without any s e, she would go round in eight or 
ten minutes (hear, hear}. He also believed that on the 
occasion he mentioned, although he could not state it on 
the same good authority, it was found n to give 
instructions not to go at a greater d than six knots 
during the night, because they could not answer for the 
steam engine (hear, hear]; and he was perfectly certain 
that the statement was accurate. | 

Sir G. Cocksurn begged to assure the gallan 
commodore that the reason why such instructions 


were given was, because the ty thought it 
wrong to go through the North sea, Ace with 
colliers and small craft, and d dark » at a 
greater speed than cight knots an hour. 

The House then divided :— 


For the motion 32 
Ain Ih 44 93 
Majority against it. 61 


Friday, February 14th. 
THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

The House having gone into committee of wa 
and means, Sit Robert Peel rose at twen mintttes 
to five o'clock, to make his financial statement; 
which occupied three hours and a quarter the de- 
livery. He began with a comparison of the eatimate 
made by Mr Goulburn for the past year and the ac- 
tual revenue. : | 

The customs revenue was estimated as £21,600,000, 
received 22,500, 000; excise, estimated at £13,000,000, 
received £13,308,000; the total estimate ‘was 
£51,795,000, the total receipt £54,030,000. The expen- 
diture was £50,646,000; leaving a surplus of £3,367, 000. 
and there is every reason to believe that on the Oth of 


April next the surplus will be £6,000,000; of which 
about £500,000 will have been — m casual re- 


sources (£385,000 eil ut then £400 has 
been lost by the reduction of the wool duties, some 
other reductions. 2 | | : 


He then stated the estimated income for next year, 
tend, £22,000,000 ; "excise, 18,600,000; stampa 
ustoms, 000,000; exeise, 10, > 8 . 
£7,000,000; taxes, £4,200,000; post office (this ‘year 
£691,000, and — 700,000; crown lands, 
£150,000; miscellaneous, 450,000. the year u 
balance of £600,000 will be receivable from China: and, 
whether continued or not, the income tax will yield two 
uarters, or £2,600,000. The total revenue, therefore, 
r the year ending 


April, 1846, su the income 
tax were not continued, would be EBT 100,008. 1 


He now came to the expenditure; dwelling em- 
phatically on the usgurance that he did not regard a 
surplus as any justification of pass 2 ture 
J vindicate no sinecures.” And he pointed for an 

Femple of economy to the Queen; who has in 
curred additional expenses by her marriage, the birth 
of four children, the visits of three Sovereigns last 
year, without requiring her minister to press for a 
single additional shilling, or incurring a single debt 
[this statement was very loudly cheered). 

Supposing the expenditure were tered, there 
would be a surplus at the end of the year of £2,643,000. 
To enforce the necessity of maintaining the army at ita 
present amonnt, he referred to the vast number of our 
colonial dependencies—22 in 1792, 45 in 1846; and the 
difficulty of affording relief to troops abroad by rotation. 
He should require increased funds for the navy, on se- 
count of the same extension of our settlements, and 
new naval stations in Africa, the Pacific, and China. “A 
reduction had been attempted in China, but protested 
against by Sir Henry Pottinger and Governor Davis. 
There is now an actual increase of 6,000 men beyond 
those voted last year at those three stations alone; and 
it would be necessary to increase the naval foree by 
4,000 more. That will cause an expense of about 
£184,000. It is of great importance that this country 
should have the means of perfecting discipline, of im- 
proving its officers, and of keeping at its command a 
certain number of ships of the line. He did not believe 
that it ought to give, or that it would give, any cause for 
jealousy, if this country should have the command of 
nine or ten sail of the line. It is of great im nee 
that we should test the quality of vessels in sailing, and 
we have no means of doing so unless we send them to 
sea. [Loud cheers from Sir Charles Napier, followed 
by shouts of laughter, in which Sir Robert Peel joined 
heartily.] The basins at Portsmouth and Deptford, 
sanctioned last year, must be complet. * cost 
£187,000. The total increase of the estimate for 
navy and ordnance connected with the nayy would 
£1,000,000. Some stir in the House followed this de- 
1. total expenditure for the year ending 
April, 1846, would be — the charge for the debt, 
£28,395,000; charge on the consolidated fund, £2,400,000, 
making a total fixed charge of £30,795,000: the votes 
for supply will be—for the army, £6,617,000; navy, 
£6,936, ; ordnance, £2,142,000 ; miscellaneous, 
£3,200,000 ; making the total for supply of about 
£18,895,000: total expenditure, 49,090,000. 

The next question was, how to provide for that 
increased expenditure. Would the House risk a 
deficiency in future, or provide to meet it? He 
would assume, for the present, that it would be met 
by retaining the income tax ; in that case, 
£600,000, receivable from China, the amount of the 
revenue in the year ing on the 5th April, 1846, 
would probably be £53,100,000, the , 
£49,690,000, the surplus £3,409,000. How should 
that surplus be disposed of? 

You have first to consider the claim which be 
urged for the reduction of taxation, on account of the 
heaviness of those taxes imposed on articles whieh 
enter into general consumption. You are bound also 
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indifference, vot much, and that 
only, as would et the church Leden fen per- 
— risk, “ee 4 upon this motive was the 
rule granted. I$ was from fo love tawards the 
church or their minister. f ip i 

to the legal minimum, and the organist ordered to be 
discharged ; the present churchwardens intending, 
before they quit office, to take possession of the 
organ and lock it up: Last Wednesday, another 
meeting was held in the vestry room of the town 
workhouse, to consider what further steps it was ne- 
cessary to take. It was a very numerous and re- 
spectable mecting. The mayor, Mr W. Broad, one 
of the churchwardens, was called to the chair. A 
resolution was passed, to the effect, that the Queen 
be memorialised on the subject; that petitions be 
pee to both Lords and Commons, and that in 
he one house the matter be entrusted to Lord 


1 The tone of the meeting was temperate, 
but determined; and there seemed to be a settled 


conviction upon the minds of all present, that if 
anything like peace was restored to this parish, it 
must be done by some authority far above the Lord 
Bishop, or the non-resident rector, who, we hear, 
sent his curate, only last week, instructions to make 
no alteration from the present mode of worship, and 
that he expected to find everything, on his return, in 
the same form as when he left.”’ 


The obstinate contest which has been raging bes 
tween the clergy and laity of ‘Tottenham relative to 
the tractarian innovations, has at length been 
brought to a close by the submission of the latter. 
A deputation waited on the Bishop of London, 
the result being that one year’s truce which 
excited so much ridicule at the time. It was subse- 
quently supposed that the clergy were meditating a 
repetition of the innovations at the close of the 
twelve months. This, however, turns out not to be 
the case, as on Friday last a letter was circulated by 
them, of which the following is a copy : 

% Tottenham, J. 12. 

*¢ DEAR Sin- In consideration of the letter which the 
Archbishop of Canterbury has lately addressed to the 
clergy and laity of his province, and in the exercise of a 
discretion with which we have been intrusted by the 
bishop of the diocese, we beg leave to make known to 


you, that we do not intend to introduce, as proposed, 


certain changes in the order of divine service at the 
parish church and at Trinity chapel, but the rather to 
await that adjustment of the questions at issue to which 
the primate has alluded. 

„The changes which were contemplated, and to which 
we refer, are the omission of an anthem before the com- 
mencement of divine service ; the giving out the singing 
psalms by the minister; the use of the prayer for the 
church militant; and the collection with the offertory 
sentences upon the occasion of charity sermons. 

‘* Anxiously hoping that the step which we are taking 
will, by God’s blessing, tend to restore among us that 
mutual confidence and good feeling which have unhap— 
pily in some measure been impaired, 

We beg to subscribe ourselves, your faithfully, 

“JOHN S. WINTER, 
GEORGE B. TWINING, 
“HENRY T'. DUNSTER, 
“THOMAS BAKER.” 
It is remarkable, notwithstanding that the clergy 
have thus struck to their opponents, that no refer- 
ence is made in the foregoing to the Wood Green 
chapel. It was on the opening of that chapel that 
the changes were first introduced, and it was with 
the congregation of the chapel that the resistance 
commenced. The suburban Lauds of this and the 
neighbouring district seem, in fact, to have very 
generally given in. Walthamstow, Layton, Edmon- 
ton, ‘Tottenham, and Islington, have all either re- 
tained or resumed the old forms. At ILackney, how- 
ever, the changes are still persisted in. A requisition 
is in the course of signature to Mr Birch, of West 
Hackney; and another to Mr Harvey, of Stoke 
Newington. Where the abandonment of the changes 
has been so general, these parishes cannot be ex- 
pected to be much longer visited with them. 

Tur InNNovations at CureiMsrorp h Win su. 
A correspondent sends us the following account of 
the proceedings which have taken place in these 
towns relative to the tractarian innovations : 

No tumults and contentions relative to performance 
of the service, or fulfiment of rubric of Muglish hierarehy 
similar to those which have nearly dismembered Oxford 
and Exeter, have disturbed our diocese, till within a few 
weeks. A week or two ago, the rector of Chelmstord, 
Mr Mildmay, consented, in accordance with the wishes 
of his parishioners, to return to the former mode of con- 
ducting the service, declaring himself willing to act in 
and live in the spirit of charity withall. The clergyman 
of Springfield also consented, so that Chelusford is now 
at peace. But Witham is otherwise doomed. Some 
time ago, the curate, the Rev. Dutton (a renegade 
baptist), who is, of course, his vicar's tool, refused to 
administer the holy communion to a lady, because she 
had not been so regular in her attendance as he eould 
wish. This inflamed the husband's mind, who repre- 
sented it to the churchwarden, and demanded that he 
should call a parish meeting, which he consented to do. 
But this were a trifling grievance, compared to those 
which shortly came to light. ‘This same curate (ho- 
noured be his gentleness of heart ') told a Iabouring man 
that one of two children he had lost we in heaven, the 
other was not; the one had been baptised, the other 
had not. He also wished this man to have two cotlins 
made, in order that the Christian child might be kept 
from the unregenerate child. These things, added to 
others that would tire your patience fo reeite, sa ens, 

perated the minds of people ugainst this Poseyistieal 
notion, that several at this meeting found 
protest against it who had never spoken m pubtie be- 
fore. The vicar, the Rev. J Bramston, bad so many 
questions proposed tw him, and Was so sorely pressed, 


_ 


Every item was reduced | 


taongues to | 


that he would not answer there, but deelared his inten- | 


tion to preach on the subject on the coming Sabbath, 


when, if not satisfied, they might call another meeting. | 


j 


the 20th for the third, and the 1st for his last. He Wen 
id 


their position, declaring that all the tenderest associa- 
tions of a Christian were associated with the cross. It 
was the crucifix which had been so abused by the ca- 
tholies. Many other topics were touched on, but I fear | 
that I shall trespass on your space.“ 

'TRACTARIANISM has been vigorously and success- 
fully opposed in other quarters during the past 
week. On Thursday evening, at a special meeting 
of the vestry of St Lawrence and St Mary Magdalen, 
Milk strect, resolutions were passed, declaring that 
the alterations made by the Rey. Allerton Burgh in 
conducting divine service, by preaching in the sur- 
plice, reading the prayer for the church militant, 
and introducing the offertory, were offensive to his 
congregation, and appointing a deputation to wait 
on the vicar, and communicate to him the opinion of 
his parishioners. ——-Mr Harvey, vicar of St George’s, 
Ramsgate, after wearing the surplice, &c., for the 
last two years, has abandoned the innovation in 
consequence of the following resolutions, adopted at 
a meeting of his parishioners :— 

Resolved, — That, deploring the agitation respecting 
conflicting differences in the form of divine worship, as 
tending to great discomfort and disunion among those 
warmly attached to the church, the vicar be respectfully 
requested to restore the service to its original form, in 
conformity with the usages of the last 180 years. That 
he therefore be requested to resume the gown while 
delivering the sermon, and to discontinue the reading 
of the offertory sentences, and the prayer for the church 
militant, on ordinary occasions. That the chairman be 
requested to deliver these resolutions to the vicar this 
evening.“ 


THE OXFORD CONVOCATION, 

The members of Convocation poured into Oxford 
on ‘Thursday, intent upon the great business of the 
day; and by one o'clock the theatre of the University 
was filled. Many men, titled and untitled, well 
known in public life, were there; among them the 
Bishop of Chichester, the Bishop of Llandaff, Mr 
W. E. Gladstone, Lord Ashley, Lord Sandon, a few 
more lords, several members of parliament, and a 
host of „ reverend’’ gentlemen—some twelve or 
thirteen hundred in all. Mr Ward already occupied 
the ‘*KEnglish’’ rostrum; Mr Oakley, of Balliol 
college, by his side. 

Some preliminaries over, the Vice-chancellor stated 
the business of the convocation; and Dr Bliss read 
the passages from Mr Ward's book, The Ideal of a 
Christian Church Considered, which formed the basis 
of the charge against him, as inconsistent with sub- 
scription of the thirty-nine articles. Called upon by 
the Vice-chancellor, Mr Ward delivered a long 
speech, by permission, in English. IIe enlarged upon 
the difficulties under which he laboured, in speaking 
hefore an audience prejudiced against his doctrines, 
and ill-suited to form a judicial tribunal; and in 
being limited as to time, though to do justice to his 
arguments they needed ample development. He 
contended, that in some part the formularics of the 
church must be accepted by all sections of it in a 
‘‘non-natural’’ sense; he pointed to the “ high 
churchmen’’ and the“ evangelicals ”’ railing against 
each other, as two parties dividing the whole church 
on such disputed matters; and he referred to the 
withdrawal of the proposed new test, against which 
a general outery was raised, as proving that none 
will consent to be restricted to the“ natural ’’ sense 
in subscribing the articles. 

Persons who have for half their lives held a certain 
doctrine, and also subseribed a certain formulary, unless 
they have an unusual power of abstraction, will hardly 
ever see any inconsistency between the doctrine and the 
formulary; a new doctrine is brought before them, and 
its inconsistency with the obvious bearing of some article 
is readily discovered. So, to take the strongest case 
that could possibly be broneht, it might have been 
thought quite impossible that any one should read our 
baptismal service, and doubt that, according to the 
obvious and prond facie doctrine of that service, baptism 
conveys to infants a real inward gift. Before baptism, 
“Thou who didst sanctify water to the mystieal washing 
away of sin, look upon this child, wash him, and sanetify 
him with the IIolyv Ghost. After, —*' We yield Thee 
hearty thanks that it hath pleased Thee to regenerate 
this infant with Thy Holy Spirit.“ And yet there have 
heen multitudes of religious and upright men, as we all 
know, who have been quite unable to see it- some, per- 
haps, here present, full of indignation at my bad faith 
in subscribing formularies in a non-natural sense. I 
refer to these points in no spirit of party recrimination, 
but to illustrate what 1 mean. 

IIis closing remarks were as follows: 

Nothing, indeed, is more probable than that the fabric 
of the English church may fall to pieces if you begin 
taking out only a single stone; a fabric, large in extent, 
and yet homogencous in its composition, it will not be 
one, or anything in the least like it, merely because you 
succeed in dislodging one among its innumerable dis- 
cordant materials: and 1 do implore you then to con- 
sider well what you do when you take this first step, 
which may lead to so disastrous an issue. Let your de- 
cision, at least, be the result, not of partyfand excited 
fecling, but of calm and solemn deliberation, 

He concluded by handing in a Latin protest against 
the legality of the proceedings.  ‘Thespcech occupied 
an hour in the delivery; it was given rapidly, vet 
With ealmmess and self-possession, and with all the 
marks ot sincerity. ‘Towards the beginning there 
Wis some applause ; nit Mr Ward himselt repressed 
it by an appeal tothe judicial character of the assem- 
blage. Dr Gram, of New College, landed in an 
amendment to the decree of condemnation ; censur- 
ing the book, but declining to judge the author or 
his good faith in subscribing the articles. ‘The Vice- 
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that had not been sanctioned by the Hebdomadal 
| board. 


Mr Denison handed in a protest against the 
whole proceg@ings. The Vice-chgiéellor put the 
decreg of censure tg the Note: e was a perfect 
roar of “ Blacct’’ gnd ‘fon facet; and on a 
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Sure, 777; against it, 686. 


The Vice- chancellor next called upon Mr Ward to 
say why he should not be degraded. Mr Ward made 
a shorter speech ; reminded his hearers that persons 
who had even gone over to the church of Rome had 
not been deprived of their degrees, and that to de- 
grade him, willing to serve in the church of England, 
and much attached to it, would be harsh. Mr Ellison, 
formerly a fellow of Balliol, opposed the degradation, 
ina long Latin speech; on the ground that Mr Ward 
hadnot impugned the principal doctrines of religion, 
and that his personal character was unimpeachable. 
The motion of degradation was put and carried, by 
569 to oll. 

Among the placets were the Bishops of Llandaff 
and Chichester; Lords Romney, Feversham, and 
Sandon; the Deans of Norwich, Christchurch, 
Carlisle, Chichester, &c., kc. Among the non-placets 
were Mr Gladstone, M.P.; Drs Hook, Manning, 
Grant, Pusey, &e., &e. The fellows of Balliol voted 
unanimously in favour of Mr Ward on both proposi- 
tions. Mr Newman did not vote. 

The Vice-chancellor then offered the third propo- 
sition, for the condemnation of the Tract 90. There 


were loud shouts of Placet?’ and ‘ Non placet ;”’ 


when the senior proctor rose and interposed the 
veto of his body, saying, Nobis procuratoribus 
non placet.’’ Ihe veto was received with loud 
cheers and hisses. 

After the meeting, addresses were put in circula- 
tion. One, bearing two or three hundred names 
(including those of Mr Gladstone and Mr Justice 
Coleridge), thanked the proctors for the veto. The 
other declared the censure of Tract 90 imperatively 
necessary ; and called upen the Hebdomadal board 
to renew it when the present“ temporary obstruc- 
tion’’ (the present proctors, soon to be out of office) 
should be removed. As the proctors for the ensuing 
year (Mr Harris and Mr Peter) are decided anti- 
tractarians, ‘'ract No. 90 stands little chance at next 
convocation. 

There has been no formal ex-official act of depri- 
vation, the simple decree of the convocation being 
held to be syfficient, as it takes effect immediately. 

Mr Ward has doffed his cap and gown, and ap- 
pears about Oxford in the ordinary dress. It seems 
that there is controversy on this point also. The 
university authorities maintain that Mr Ward should 
now wear a scholar’s gown, as an under-graduate, 
and a member of a foundation. On the other hand, 
his legal advisers are of opinion that the adoption of 
that dress would be tantamount to an admission 
which would, to a certain extent, damage any rights 
he may urge on the occasion of his appeal to another 
tribunal. ‘The end is, as has been said, that he goes 
about in plain black and beaver. It is understood 
that Mr Ward’s application to the court of Queen's 
Bench for a mandamus to the university to restore 
his degrees will be made immediately after the com- 
mencement of Kaster term. 

The Morning Chronicle of Saturday has the fol- 
lowing remarks on the subject: — 

live hundred and sixty-nine members of convocation 
thought that Mr Ward ought to be degraded. Five hun- 
dred and eleven thought he ought not. As far as mere 
authority goes, cither of these nearly balanced parties 
may fairly claim as much of it as the other. 

Under such circumstances, it seems to us that the 
I[ebdomadal board has little cause to congratulate itself 
upon its triumph. On the contrary, it scems clearer 
than ever that it has entered upon a course in which diffi- 
culties will grow and multiply at every step. The univer- 
sity, being a lay incorporation, has chosen, without any 
recognised form of trial, to inflict punishment on a 
clergyman for an ecclesiastical offence. What will be 
the immediate consequences? In the first place, the le. 
gality of the proceedings will be questioned in a court of 
law. A member of the university, without being con- 
victed of any crime, has been stripped of his right to vote 
for a representative in parliament. This is primd facie 
an injury, which there must be some legal process for 
investigating. But it is not of his parliamentary fran- 
chise alone that Mr Ward is args ig: by the decision of 
Thursday. As we understand the matter, it will also 
deprive him of his fellowship. The statutes of Balliol 
college, it is said, require that each of its fellows should 
have a degree, and, therefore, it is to be presumed that 
if one of them loses his degree he loses his fellowship 
along with it. From a judicial sentence involving such 
aresult as this, there must be an appeal to some tribunal 
whose decision will have more weight with the public 
than the vote of convocation. All this opens up a vista 
of embarrassment which may well make the heads of 
houses doubt the wisdom of their proceedings. They 
have dealt with the case of Mr Ward: what will they do 
with Mr Oakley, another fellow of Balliol college, who 
has just written to the Vice-chancellor to repeat that he, 
like Mr Ward, claims the right to hold all Roman doc- 
trine, notwithstanding subscription to the articles? 
What will the university do with Tract 90? and, above 
all, what will they do with Mr Newman ? 

It is notorious that a laxity of interpretation of the 
chureh formularies prevails to a great extent. Paley in 
his“ Moral Philosophy,“ a university text-book, be it 
remembered, almost ridicules the idea “ that nothing 
less can justify subscription to the Thirty-nine Articles 
than the actual belief of each and every separate proposi- 
tion contained in them.“ Ile says that those who con 
tend for such a principle,“ must suppose that the legis- 
lature expected the consent of ten thousand men, and 
that in perpetual succession, not to one controverted 
proposition, but to many hundreds. It is difficult to 
conceive how this could be expected by any who ob- 
served the incurable diversity of human opinion upon all 
subjects short of demonstration.” Paley accordingly 
decides that the impossibility which, with his usual ini- 
mitable force and clearness, he deseribes, was not ex- 
pected, and to settle the rule of subscription, specifies 
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three classes of men whom the legislature or Imponeus 
intended to exclude, and says that all others may sub- 
scribe, if they can convince themselves that they are 
satisfying that intention. This is the teaching of a 
writer of no mean authority, himself a dignitary of the 
church. But if such license is allowable in subscription, 
where is it to stop? or, if men, honest and truthful in 
other respects, have been able to ae Us consciences 
that they might make a formal and public profession, 
with such reservations, what amount of laxity in sub- 
scription will justify us in finding an individual guilty 
of bad faith, and punishing him for it by an ignominious 
sentence? We entirely agree with those who think that 
the practice of subscribing what is not believed, or sub- 
scribing in a non-natural sense, is essentially immoral, 
and that it is especially scandalous in ministers of the 
Christian religion; but it has too much of the authority 
of custom in its favour to be got rid of by punishing in- 
dividuals. 

DissoLuTioN oF THE CAMDEN Soctery.—We are 
informed by a Cambridge correspondent, that the 
Camden society, at its meeting on Thursday evening, 
agreed to dissolve itself. ‘This resolution was, it is 
believed, in no small degree influenced by the late 
judgment of Sir H. Jenner Fust.— Times. The 
same party mentions one or two interesting facts in 
connexion with this event :— 

What effect this judgment may have had on the feel- 
ings of the members of the society resident in the uni- 
versity, and especially the committee of management, it 
is now certain, that the implied censure passed upon it 
by the withdrawal of those right reverend prelates, the 


Bishops of Exeter and Lincoln, and his Grace the Duke | 


of Northumberland, chancellor of the university, from 
its list of patrons, has not been without its influence. 
In fact, the president, Archdeacon ‘Thorpe, said as much 
in declaring to the meeting, on Thursday, the opinion 
of the committee, that it ought to dissolve itself at its 
next anniversary meeting. I cannot state it as a fact, 
but think it my duty to say, that a rumour is prevalent 
throughout the university to the effect, that the pro- 
posed dissolution of the society is not so much to be 
attributed to the withdrawal of the three high names 
already specified from the list of patrons, but to an inti- 
mation conveyed to certain members of the society, that 
its existence at this vitally interesting juncture as re- 
gards the church herself, was looked upon in anything 
but a favourable light in the most illustrious quarter. 
In some of the colleges, I have also heard, that an im- 
plied something was added on the subject of church 
preferment, from which those might possibly debar 
themselves who should offer any opposition to the pro- 
posed dissolution. Be this as it may, and whether with 
the prospect of martyrdom or not, not a single voice is 
likely to be raised to avert the fate which now awaits 
the society, whose days are to be numbered in May. 
The report that the socicty intended to appeal 
against Sir H. Jenner Fust’s judgment in the stone 
altar case, and that Mr Hope, M.P., offered to defray 
the costs of the appeal, is altogether false. 


A letter from the Marquis of Breadalbane to Dr 
Welsh, with reference to the proposed new Free 
church college, has been published. The noble 
marquis proposes that, in preference to the project 
of establishing a sectarian college, a general and 
united effort should be made to remove the tests that 
now enthral the Scotch universities. If that attempt 
is unsuccessful, he thinks that the Free church 
would be ‘ better able to adjust, in concert, some 
effective scheme for the establishment of a new and 
comprehensive system suitable to our country and 
the age. Such a college would, in every respect, be 
a national one, instead of that of a particular 
church.“ 

Porurarity or THE Scottisu ESTAUTISsHMENT.— 
At the state church in Stranraer, a fortnight ago, 
not a single individual appeared at the annual seat 
letting! Ina parish in Ayrshire, the state priest 
counts the congregation on Sunday mornings, as one 
by one they pass the manse; and if they are within 
the compass of a dinner party (which is usually the 
case), he asks them in—goes through the service by 
the fireside—and sets them down to dinner! 
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Imperial Parliament. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


— 


PETITIONS FOR THE WEEK. 
Agricultural Interest, to relieve from taxation, 15. 
Army and Navy, against support of, 3. 
Banking, Scotland, against any change, I. 
Coal, for repeal of duty, 2. 
Game Laws, for alteration of, 1. 
Iusolvent Debtors Act, for repeal of, 4 
Jewish Disabilities, for removal of, 1. 
Malt Tax, for repeal of, 14. 
Medical Practice bill, for ajteration, 16. 
Naval force, against increase of, 2. 
Paper, for repeal of duty on, 3. 
Parochial Settlements, against alteration of law, I 
Poor Law, amendment of, 1. 
Post office, against opening letters, 3. 
Property Tax, against renewal of, 1. 
Public Houses, for restricting the numbers, 11. 
St Asaph and Bangor Dioceses, against union of, | 
Slave Trade, for abolition, I. 
Soap, for repeal of duty on, 2. 
Sugar, for reduction 3 1. 
Window Tax, for repeal of, 5. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME. 

Constables (Scotland) bill. 
Parochial Settlement biil. 
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b BILL READ A SECON) TIME 
Constables (Seotland) bill. 
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CONSIDERED IN COMMITTER. 
Supply.—L£18, 404, 500, granted for Exchequer bills, 
Companies Clauses Consolidation bill, 
Ways and Means—Property ‘Tax and Stamp Duties in Ireland, 


DEBATES, 
Thursday, Veh. 13. 
DEPFECTIVR CONSTRUCTION OF SHIPS OF THE NAVY. 
12 ‘ . 0 0 
Sir C. Narrer, in moving for “a sclect committee 


to inquire into the manner in which the money voted | 


since 1835 for the construction of ships had been ex- 
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THE NONCONFORM IST. 


pended, and if the ships constructed were an im— 
provement of the old system,“ observed, that his 
only object in bringing his motion forward was to 
ascertain whether the reports now prevalent as to 


the ships recently constructed were true or false; , 
f : if it were not, he would take right good care that it 


because, if they were true, the system ought to be 
stopped, and, if they were false, the reputation of 
the officers which those reports impugned ought to 
be cleared. Starting with the commencement of the 
present century, he criticised the system on which, 
in former days, our men-of-war were built, adducing 
specific examples, from the first-class three-deckers 
cut down to eighty-fours, down to the ten-gun brigs, 
nicknamed “ floating coffins.“ The gallant commo- 
dore then procceded to criticise, in detail, the diffe- 
rent vessels built by Captain Symonds, pointing out 
in strong terms the defects of the Vanguard, the 
Pique, and the Queen. He complained that, though 
the Pique had been a complete failure, six frigates 
had been laid down like her; and though the Queen 
was not a fast ship, steered badly by the wind, 
pitched dreadfully, and had many other defects, six 
three-deckers had been laid down upon the same 
model. The gallant officer raised great laughter by 
the characteristic manner in which he read portions 
of evidence in support of his allegations, and partly 
by a running equivoque, which the House chose to 
perceive, in certain familiarities taken with the 
„% Queen.“ Proceeding to our steam marine, in the 
improvement of which he had early taken an inte- 
rest, Sir Charles cited Sir Thomas Hardy and his 
own personal experience, in proof of the impenctra- 
bility and immovability of the Board of Admiralty. 
As to the steam vessels which were at present on the 
stocks, he thought that the government would do 
better in pulling them to pieces at once, than in 
going on with them on their present model and at 
the present rate of expense. The right hon. baronct 
1 laugh, but these were straightforward facts ; 
and if the right hon. gentleman could point out one 
single steam boat in the British navy that could 
work her bow guns upon her main deck, he (Sir 
Charles) would cut his head off. [IIe did not spe- 
cify whether his own or the premier's.] IIe con- 
cluded by imploring the House, now that we are 
going to lay down a numerous fleet of steam boats, 
not to grant one shilling for them before an inquiry 
was instituted into the alleged faults of our present 
system of construction. 

The motion was seconded by Mr Hume, and sup- 
ported by several members. Captain PEcHELI ad- 
vocated the Archimedean screw, as a means of 
abolishing the unwieldy paddle boxes. 


Captain Harris, who echoed many of Sir Charles 
Napier’s complaints, did not think that the motion 
would attain the desired object; but recommended 
a scientific commission, appointed by government, 
and including the Surveyor of the Navy, to investi- 
gate the whole subject, and receive communications 
from all parts of the world as to well-established 
improvements. 

Sir G. Cocknurn did not consider the naval archi- 
tecture of former years to be faultless, nor was he 
prepared to go further back than the period of his 
being placed at the head of the Admiralty. There 
could be no doubt that Sir William Symonds had 
rendered the navy great benefit by increasing the 
size of ships, enabling them to carry their burden 
with ease, and cffecting other improvements; and 
though the present Board were not of opinion that 
our naval architecture should be under the exclusive 
superintendence of one man, they had been reluctant 
hastily to make changes which would seem to imply 
a want of appreciation of the merits of the surveyor 
of the navy. But they were not indifferent to the 
necessity of progress. They were dirceting their 
attention to effecting other improvements. IIe knew 
how many steamers France has, and he also knew 
how many stcamers we have in this country; and 
though he hoped that he would not be asked to state 
the numbers, he could assure the House that Eng- 
land has a much larger steam force than France, 
despite of all her vauntings [loud cheers]. As to 
the inquiry, he must say that a committee of that 
Ilouse was the worst selection that could be made 
for the purpose. 

Sir George’s resistance was followed up by Mr 
CuanrLes Woop, the former whig seerctary to the 
navy, who, with some asperity, defended the late 
ministry against their share in Sir Charles Napier's 
animadversions. Admiral Bowes, who had tried 
the Queen, said that the weather came on fair 
sooner than he expected ; and he did not feel justi- 
fied, in order to try a ship, to go about in quest of a 
storm. 

Mr Waktey said the neglect of the navy was not 
a matter of surprise, when he found naval officers in 
that House insinuating that junior lords of the ad- 
miralty scarcely knew a three-decker from a New- 
castle collier. Was there, however, to be no inquiry ? 
A commission, to be issued by the crown, was the 
proper tribunal; and he hoped that Sir Charles Na- 
pier would withdraw his motion for a committee, 
for there were many members who, however desirous 
of an investigation, could not support it. In speak- 
ing of thé object which the Prince de Joinville had 
in magnifying the power of the British steam marine, 
in order to rouse the Freneh people to rival it, Mr 
Wakley said— 

He looked through the wrong end of the telescope, in 
order to make our power appear to his countrymen as 
small as possible [a laugh]. He meant that he looked 
through the right side of the telescope to make our 
power appear as small as possible [laughter, and cries of 
large, large!“ ]. No; small, small (laughter)! Really 
they were very merry; but ag were mistaken, and he 
was correct. The Prince, for his own sake, wished to 
ascertain our real dimensions; but he got his country- 
men to view us through the telescope, in order that our 
power might appear to them as small as possible | re- 
newed laughter]. Really, after all, they were right, and 
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he Was wrong—-he meant as large as possible (laughter, 


and“ hear, hear ]. 


Sir C. Namn, in reply, would say a few words 
about the Queen's yacht. 
It was very well known in the House what she was, or 


should [cheers and laughter]. That vessel, exclusive of 
her machinery, cost no less than 10,000, and yet, after 
all that expense, it was well known and understood, that 
that yacht, in which her Majesty was embarked not long 
ago, was perfectly unsafe (hear}—and he had it from the 
officer who commanded her (cheers}—that she could not 
steer within eight points, and that, if left to herself 
without any steerage, she would go round in eight or 
ten minutes (hear, hear}. He also believed that on the 
occasion he mentioned, although he could not state it on 
the same good authority, it was found necessary to give 
instructions not to go at a greater speed than six knots 
during the night, because they could not answer for the 
steam engine (hear, hear]; and he was perfectly certain 
that the statement was accurate. 

Sir G. Cocknurn begged to assure the gallant 
commodore that the reason by | such instructions 
were given was, because the admiralty thought it 
wrong to go through the North sea, crowded with 
colliers and small craft, and during dark nights, at a 
greater speed than eight knots an hour. 


The House then divided: 


For the motion . 32 
. ̃—ũ¹Aul- ß cal dean 1 
Majority against ilt . 61 


Friday, February 14th. 
THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


The House having gone into committee of ways 
and means, Sir Robert Peel rose at twenty minutes 
to five o'clock, to make his financial statement; 
which occupied three hours and a quarter in the de- 
livery. Ile began with a comparison of the estimate 
made by Mr Goulburn for the past year and the ac- 
tual revenue. 

The customs revenue was estimated as 421, 500,000, 
received 422,500,000; excise, estimated at £13,000,000, 
received £13,308,000; the total estimate was 
£51,795,000, the total receipt £54,030,000. The expen- 
diture was £50,646,000; leaving a surplus of £3,357,000 ; 
and there is every reason to believe that on the Oth of 
April next the surplus will be £5,000,000; of which 
about ¢500,000 will have been received from casual re- 
sources (£385,000 from ye ; but then £400,000 has 
been lost by the reduction of the wool duties, with some 
other reductions. 

He then stated the estimated income for next year, 
excluding the income tax, as follows :— 

Customs, £22,000,000; excise, 13,500,000; stamps, 
£7,000,000; taxes, £4,200,000; post office (this year 
£691,000, and increasing), 700,000; crown lands, 
£150,000; miscellaneous, £250,000. During the year a 
balance of £600,000 will be receivable from China: and, 
whether continued or not, the income tax will yield two 
quarters, or £2,600,000. The total revenue, therefore, 
for the year ending April, 1846, eur the income 
tax were not continued, would be 451, 100,000. 

He now came to the expenditure ; dwelling em- 
phatically on the assurance that he did not regard a 
surplus as any justification of profuse expenditure 
J vindicate no sinccures.“ And he pointed for an 
example of economy to the Queen; who has in 
curred additional expenses by her marriage, the birth 
of four children, the visits of three Sovereigns last 
year, without requiring her mjnister to press for a 
single additional shilling, or incurring a single debt 
[this statement was very loudly ee : 

Supposing the expenditure were unaltered, there 
would be a surplus at the end of the year of £2,643,000. 


| To enforce the necessity of maintaining the army at its 


present amount, he referred to the vast number of our 
colonial dependencies—22 in 1792, 45 in 1846 ; and the 
difficulty of affording relief to troops abroad by rotation. 
He should require increased funds for the navy, on ac- 
count of the same extension of our settlements, and 
new naval stations in Africa, the Pacific, and China. A 
reduction had been attempted in China, but protested 
against by Sir Henry Pottinger and Governor Davis. 
There is now an actual increase of 6,000 men beyond 
those voted last year at those three stations alone; and 
it would be necessary to increase the naval force by 
4,000 more. That will cause an expense of about 
£184,000. Itis of great importance that this country 
should have the means of perfecting discipline, of im- 
proving its officers, and of keeping at its command a 
certain number of ships of the line. He did not believe 
that it ought to give, orthat it would give, any cause for 
jealousy, if this country should have the command of 
nine or ten sail of the line. It is of great importance 
that we should test the quality of vessels in sailing, and 
we have no means of doing so unless we send them to 
sea. [Loud cheers from Sir Charles Napier, followed 
by shouts of laughter, in which Sir Robert cel joined 
heartily.] The basins at Portsmouth and Deptford, 
sanctioned last year, must be completed—the cost 
£187,000. The total increase of the estimate for the 
navy and ordnance connected with the navy would be 
£1,000,000. [Some stir in the House followed this de- 
claration.] The total expenditure for the year ending 
April, 1846, would be — the charge for the debt, 
£28,395,000; charge on the consolidated fund, £2,400,000, 
making a total fixed charge of £30,795,000: the votes 
for supply will be—for the army, £6,617,000; navy, 
£6,936,000 ; ordnance, £2,142,000 ; miscellaneous, 
£3,200,000 ; making the total for supply of about 
£18,895,000: total expenditure, 49,090,000. 

The next question was, how to provide for that 
increascd expenditure. Would the House risk a 
deficiency in future, or provide to mect it? He 
would assume, for the present, that it would be met 
by retaining the income tax ; in that case, deducting 
£600,000, receivable from China, the amount of the 
revenue in the year ending on the 5th April, 1846, 
would probably be 153, 100,000, the expenditure 
£49,690,000, the surplus 13,109,000. liow should 
that surplus be disposed of? 

You have first to consider the claim which may be 
urged for the reduction of taxation, on account of the 
heaviness of those taxes imposed on articles whieh 
enter into general consumption. You are bound also 
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to consider what are the taxes on raw materials em- 
ployed in the manufactures of this country; and like- 
wise what are the taxes which require a great increase 
of establishment in order to effect their collection 
which, in fact, are the taxes the remission of which will 
enable you to diminish establishments and reduce the 
expense of collection. You are bound also to consider 
what are the taxes the removal of which would give a 
new scope for commercial enterprise, and increase the 
demand for the articles. I do not say which of these 
considerations ought to predominate; but they are all 
of great importance, and ought all to occupy your deli- 
berate attention. If we should receive the sanction of 
this House for the continuance of the income tax, we 
shall feel it to be our duty to make a great experiment 
with ect to taxation, in the hope that general pros- 
perity will contribute to fill the void which, on the ces- 
sation of the income tax, might otherwise ensue. 


He would first take the taxes collected by the 
Customs board; and, of them, the sugar duties first. 
By a temporary arrangement last year, foreign 
free labour sugar was admitted to competition with 
sugar the produce of our own colonies, at a discri- 
minating duty of 10s. 6d. He proposed to adhere to 
the general principle, restricting the competition 
with British sugar to free labour sugar, or su 
produced by countries having reciprocity ‘treaties 
with this country [laughter]. He did not wish to 

voke discussion—that had better be postponed— 
ut to state the general outline of the plan :— 

The duties proposed by the act of last session were, on 
British plantation sugar, 24s., together with the duty of 
five per cent, and on foreign free labour sugar 34s., with 
the duty of. five per cent, making the total duty on 
2 plantation sugar 25s. 3d., and on foreign free 

ur sugar 30s. 9d. Last year several gentlemen on 
the opposition side of the House contended for a dis- 
tinction between the finer and coarser kinds of sugar ; 
on inquiry, it appears that such a discrimination is 
practicable. In respect to brown Muscovado sugar, the 
produce of own colonies, we propose to make a reduc- 
tion of lls. 3d., and thereby lower the duty to 148. This 
reduction will apply to all our British colonies—the 
Mauritius, the West Indian plantations, and British 
India: With regard to districts in India importing 
foreign sugar, we propose to retain the same relative 
roportionate duty ; and that duty, in respect to brown 
ovado sugar coming from those districts, will be 
188. 8d. On free labuur foreign sugar, we propose that 
the amount of the protective duty shall not exceed 
9s. Ad., and that the duty payable on the brown Musco- 
vado foreign free labour sugar shall be 238. 4d. [A 
member on the opposition side wished to know what 
would be the case where there was a treaty with any 
country ?] If any country were entitled by present 
treaty, you could not deprive them of that. But now, as to 
clayed sugar, or that which by some process is made equal 
to clayed, we propose that the duty on British plantation 
or East Indian sugar shall be reduced from 25s. 3d. to 
188. 4d.; that the duty on sugar imported from India — 
orn those parts of India into which foreign sugar may 
be imported — shall be 218. 9d.; and that the duty on 
free-labour foreign sugar, that is clayed sugar, or sugar 
* to clayed, shall be 288.; thus retaining upon the 
witole the amount of discriminating duty which took 
place last year — viz., 10s, 6d. — but applying that dis- 
criminating duty in a different manner; giving 9s. 4d. 
as a protection on Muscovado sugar, and an increased 
protection of 11s. 4d. on the more valuable and costly 
article—viz., clayed or white sugar. The amount of the 
average discriminating duty therefore remains the same 
as laut year. With respect to the duty upon molasses, 
we propose to reduce,it in the same proportion. Then 
we ee to make further regulations as to the admis- 
sion of refined sugar. We propose to remove the prohibi- 
tory daty on sugar refined, imported from those British 
possessions which are entitled to import Muscovado 
sugar at 14s, duty, and to place upon such sugar a pro- 
portionate import duty — viz., on refined sugar 18s. 8d., 
and 21s. on double refined. Un answer to a question 
from an honourable member on the opposition side. — 
The 14s. duty will include the five per cent. Estimates 
of the probable supply of British sugar for the ensuing 
year have been obtained from four independent sources. 
lowest of these estimates is 230,000 tons; the highest 
is 260,000: and, if you add the highest to the stock in 
hand, it will give a supply of 295,000 tons; if you take 
the lowest, it will give supply of 275,000 tons. We con- 
aider that the reduction of duty, so far as duty enters 
into. price, it will amount to 14d. per lb. — not quite so 
much; but if you add the other charges that accompany 
the high rate of duty, we think the total effect of the re- 
duction of duty will be not be much short of 14d. a pound, 
because as the duty increases there are charges which 
tend to increase the rate of that duty. The revenue de- 
rived from sugar in the past year was £5,216,000; the 
probable loss from the reduction would be £1,300,000. 

In the tariff of 1842 he had abolished generally 
the duty on all exports, involving revenue to the 
amount of £108,000, with the exception of some few 


articles ; he now proposed to adopt, as a general rule, 


the abolition of export duties on all articles, not ex- 


ting even coal [triumphant opposition cheers]. 

woughout this discussion he was indifferent to any 
triumph [hear, hear]. 

He confessed that he had been disappointed as to the 

revenue from the coal export duty ; which was estimated 

at £160,000, but did not yield £120,000. After having 

y the removal of the export 


york A of the boon which they had 
Ouse would hear no more of 
their combinations to restrict supply, and to enhance 
price.. There is a general impression that the price of 
coal sent to the metropolis, and to other parts of the 
country, is higher than the price of coal exported to 
foreign countries: if that be so, there could not be a 
more powerful justification of the export duty. The total 
Joss from the reduction of the coal duty he estimated at 
£120,000. 
He announced a sweeping change of import duties, 
the amount of which is in many individual cases 
small. 
1e tariff now includes upon the whole about 813 arti- 
We propose to remove the duty which is now ap- 
ble to a number of articles in amount not fewer than 
In considering the policy of altering these duties, 


cles. 
li 


430. 


this material question arises—viz., whether it be desira- 


ble to abolish them altogether, or whether it be desirable 


to retain a small and nominal amount of duty, for the 
purpose of preventing fraud, and the necessary acquisi- 
tion of useful information. We have given a good deal 
of consideration to that subject. It is a difficult and im- 
portant one. It will be absolutely necessary, in any 
event, to retain the proper means of inquiry with respect 
to the import of foreign articles. First, for the purpose 
of statistical information it is very important to have the 
means of ascertaining the weights and quantities of arti- 
cles imported. In the next place, it is absolutely neces- 
sary to retain the power of examination, because, of 
course, we must guard against the possibility of fraud by 
articles on which a duty is leviable coming in under the 
pretence of their being duty-free. But upon the whole, 
we have arrived at this conclusion—that it is desirable, 
retaining the power of examination, retaining the power 
of ascertaining the quantities and weights, in making a 
great arrangement of this kind in the receipt of the cus- 


toms duties, to abandon the duty altogether, rather than 


to retain it where it is very trifling. In favour of retain- 
ing a part, it might be said that it would induce vigilance 
on the part of the custom-house officers in ascertaining 
the weights and quantities if some 1 were to be levied: 
but by abolishing these duties altogether they would get 
rid of a number of troublesome accounts. If fraud were 
practised, he must apply to the House hereafter for the 
purpose of restoring a nominal duty, and obtaining more 
stringent regulations against it [hear]. The articles 
that will be absolutely swept from the tariff will include 
430 articles—fibrous materials, such as silk, hemp, and 
flax, which are now admitted on payment of a nominal 
duty. They will also include yarn, except worsted yarn, 
for which exception there is a particular reason. We 
also propose to abolish the duty on furniture wood, ani- 
mal and vegetable oils, ores and minerals (except copper 
ore), iron and zinc in the first stage of manufacture, 
dyed stuffs, and drugs universally, except some that are 
very noxious, 

‘he timber duties it was not proposed to alter, 
although they were said to have thrown away re- 
venue by the last change, the duty on Baltic timber 
is increasing. Staves, however, were an exception : 
the duty on them could be lowered ; and great bene- 
fit was anticipated to the coopers’ trade. The total 
loss on the reduction of minor import duties enume- 
rated would be £320,000. He next considered the 
duty on cotton wool. 

The present duty on that article is (so far as revenue 
is concerned) five-sixteenths ofa penny per pound. But, 
as it is applicable to the whole amount of cotton wool, 
and as about one-fifth of the total amount is unavailable 
for manufactures, the duty presses thus, of course, with 
increased severity on that portion of the produce which 
is used in manufacture ; and the calculation is, that you 
ought to add one-sixteenth to the five imposed by law, 
and that the whole amount of duty practically imposed 
is six-sixteenths of a penny per pound, or three-eighths. 
Now, the price of cotton wool is 4d. per pound on the 
average; on which three-eighths of a penny is 9 per cent., 
then, of the price. But if (as has been the case) the 

rice is not above 3d. per pound, the duty amounts to 

24 per cent. on the value of the raw material. And this 
duty, so levied, falls with peculiar severity on the coarsest 
description of goods. It is in respect to the manufacture 
of that coarser fabric that the manufactures of this 
country are exposed to the most formidable competition 
in South America, in China, and even in our own colo- 
nies. The reduction of the duty on sheep's wool has had 
the best effects, and it constitutes an additional claim 
for cotton. He therefore proposed to abolish the duty 
on cotton wool. The estimated loss is £680,000. 


Of all the excise duties, it may be said that they 
present a primd facie case for removal; but one arti- 
cle, about which there has been no clamour, the abo- 
lition of which would not obtain so much popularity 
as others, is particularly objectionable. f ir Robert 
caused much laughter by heaping up epithets denot- 
ing the importance of the article, but reserving its 
name till last.] It was the auction duty. 


This is a duty which is leviable in each part of the 
United Kingdom, and which was levied for the first 
time, with too little consideration, at the commencement 
of the American war. It is one from which other trans- 
fers of property are (comparatively) free. Butif you are 
compelled to sell your property by auction the duty is a 
heavy one, and it is one which presses most severely on 
persons when in distress. Can there be a greater confir- 
mation of the injudiciousness of the impost than this— 
that since it was first leviable, the legislature has granted 
exemption from it in no fewer than thirty-two distinct 
cases? When the commissioners were appointed to 
examine into the excise duties some years since, they 
reported thus on this duty, after carefully investigating 
the subject:“ The duty upon auctions should be among 
the first of the taxes to be abolished.“ In 1840, the 
amount of property transferred, of which it was neces- 
sary to take account, was £45,220,000; the exemptions 
extended to £36,000,000; leaving only £8,760,000 on 
which duty was collected. He would repeal the tax. 
The loss would be £300,000. He likewise proposed that 
the auctioneers, instead cf taking out several licenses at 
an expense of £5 each for selling different articles, should 
take out one general license at an expense of £15 to sell 
any article they pleased. Their licenses now often cost 
them £25. The number of auctioneers was 4,000 ; and 
the establishment of £15 license would produce a re- 
venue of £60,000. 


The duty on glass has been trebled since 1815; it 
amounts to 200 or 300 per cent. on the value of the 
article; and the excise regulations entail additional 
cost. 

There is no excise duty upon glass in France, Bel- 
gium, or Bohemia. What is the consequence? ‘That 
in Bohemia the manufacture of glass has been brought 
to an admirable degree of perfection by the application 
of chemical processes, by which the glass in different 
stages of its manufacture is exposed to different degrees 
of heat, and contracts colours which produce a most 
beautiful effect. We have peculiar facilities in this 
country: we have the command of alkali and coal; and 
hi we cannot use them in the manufacture of glass. 

here is a great import into the bonded warehouses of 
this country of foreign glass; and that foreign glass, so 
brought into our bonded warehouses, is afterwards ex- 
ported, being liable to no duty, and is steadily beating 
our Manufacture not ouly in foreign countries but in our 
own colonies. It is almost impossible to foresee to what 
beautiful and useful purposes glass, fabricated under a 
system admitting the free adaptation of capital and skill, 


may be applied. Why, we hear now of the balance 
2 1. of Ms chronometer being made of glass. The 
balance spring of a chronometer made of glass, substi- 
tuted for the ordinary balance made, is found to possess 
a greater degree of elasticity and a greater power of re- 
sisting the alternations of heat, but at present, the pro- 
cess of manufacturing is too expensive for use. A chro- 
nometer with a glass spring, however, has been sent out 
to the North Sea; and it kept the best time. I read in 
a French paper last month, Le Courrver de Europe, that 
at a certain glass manufactory in France they are now 
manufacturing glass pipes for the conveyance of water, 
which will cost nearly r cent. less than pipes manu- 
factured of iron, and which will bear greater external 
pressure than iron pipes. There is, then, a prospect of 
the adaptation of glass to a most beneficial purpose. It 
is supposed, that for the conveyance of water, 80 far as 
the purposes of health are concerned, glass pipes are 
greatly entitled to preference ; that is in acountry where 
there is no excise duty upon glass, and where the manu- 
facture is entirely free from interference. The cost of 
collection amounts to 57 per cent. on the produce of the 
tax. The repeal of the duty would give an impulse to 
engraving on plate glass. The Irish Land commission 
reported that a reduction of that duty would greatly in- 
crease the comfort of the Irish people. Perhaps Ireland 
might become a glass manufacturing country. And he 
went into some details to show that in health, in economy 
of heat by double windows, &c., the repeal of the duty 
would be of more advantage to the public generally than 
the repeal of the window tax. He would remove it alto- 
gether; the loss being £642,000. : 

The total loss by the proposed reductions is eati- 
mated as follows :— 
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He admitted that this was a bold experiment; 
but, looking at the revenue for the past year, if after 
deducting a loss of £122,000 which arose upon cotton 
wool, and £61,000 upon sheep’s wool, the customs 
have increased, notwithstanding the reductions, b 
£1,305,000, he was not afraid, though responsible 
for the financial condition of the country, to make 
this great experiment upon the revenue. But he 
* that the income tax should be continued 

or a further limited period. 

He had been told that he would be disappointed of his 
revenue from that tax—that the assessed and other 
taxes would proportionably diminish ; but .concurrently 
with the income tax there has been a material increase 
of revenue. We propose the continuance of the in- 
come tax for a further period of three years; not for 
the purpose of providing for the supplies of the year, 
but distinctly for the purpose of enabling us to make this 
great experiment in the reduction of taxation. I will 
not say, in making these very extensive reductions, 
that it might not be a wiser course to give a longer 
period for the purpose of testing the efficacy of the plan 
which I submit; but at the same time I think it natural 
that parliament should ask to have the control over this 
tax, at a period not more remote than that for which 
it was originally enacted. I have that confidence in the 
elasticity of the resources of this country, that I do ex- 
pect, before the termination of the three years, that this 
repeal of taxes will have produced its fruits, and that 
we shall find an increase of revenue enabling us to dis- 
pense with the continuance of the income tax. But re- 
member, that the principle upon which we have gone, 
and gone advisedly, is the absolute repeal of taxation in 
many cases. We have not diminished the tax upon 
glass by one quarter or one half merely ; we have not 
diminished the tax upon auctions, and upon cotton-wool, 
by some small proportion; we propose their absolute 
repeal; and, therefore, from the increased consumption 
of those particular articles we cannot expect an equiva- 
lent in point of revenue. But we do hope that the in- 
direct and incidental effect will be, to cause increased 
consumption of many articles subject to duty, and by 
invigorating the industry and extending the commercial 
enterprise of the country, to supply that void which we 
cannot hope to supply by direct taxation.“ 

He had now executed his task; and with an 
earnest expression of his desire that the measure 
might produce the greatest possible amount of good 
without alarm or disturbance of important interests, 
he concluded by moving the subjoined resolution ; 
at the same time stating that he should ask the de- 
cision of the House upon it on Monday :— 

“That it is the opinion of this committee, that, 
towards raising the supply granted to her Majesty, the 
respective duties on property, profession, ‘trades, and 
offices, and the stamp-duties in ireland. granted by two 
several acts passed in the fifth year of her present 
Majesty, be continued and further granted to her Ma- 
jesty for a time to be limited.“ 

The House rung with cheers for some minutes 
after Sir Robert Peel concluded. 

A short conversation followed; the House gene- 
rally receiving the statement with great satisfaction, 
especially on the opposition side. Several members 
hinted objections to this or that point. Lord John 
Russell promised a review of the whole scheme on 
Monday, and intimated strong dislike to the pro- 
posal about the sugar duties; others regretted the 
omission of particular taxes, or retention of the in- 
come tax. In reply to some questions, Sir Robert 
Peel said that the change of duties would take effect 
at once; except as respects the glass duties, the 
change in which would be postponed for two or 
three months, to allow the manufacturer to complete 
his exports. 

Having resumed, the House adjourned at a quar- 
ter past nine o'clock, till Monday. 


Monday, Feb. 17th. 
THE GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL PLAN. 
Upon the motion of the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, the House went into a committee of ways and 
means—Mr Greene in the chair. After the resolu- 
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tion proposed on Friday night by Sir R. Peel had 


been read, 

Lord Joun Russ said, that he had always con- 
sidered the income tax as one which might be neces- 
sary in time of war, or some other great emergency, 
but which was, even then, liable to the greatest ob- 
jections from its inequality, its vexatious character, 
and its liability to fraud and evasion. Such bein 
its faults, he was i that Sir R. Peel shoul 
have declared that he would not t to modify 
it, because such attempt would only ravate 
the evils he was anxious to cure. own 
firm conviction was, that the income tax would be- 
come permanent: 

The right hon. tleman (Sir R. 12 went at once 
into a statement of a number of taxes and duties which 
he proposed to abolish, and then, when he had destroyed 
the surplus, or, at all events, to an extent that would 
leave only £70,000, he took advantage of the popularity 
which so extensive a remission of taxation gave him to 
call on the House to consent to the continuance of the 
income tax [hear]. Why, sir, what must be the result 
of this? The result must inevitably be the perpetual 
continuance of the income tax [hear]. The result must 
be, that, although the income tax may only be proposed 
as a three years’ tax, it will become a perpetual tax 
[hear]. If the right hon. gentleman had adopted ano- 
ther course—if he had said, for instance, Look to the 
tariff; see what it has produced; observe that, although 
the revenue may not have recovered from the effect of 
the reductions, still it is increasing, and by reducing 
similar duties you may reasonably expect that in three 
years it will be restored — had the right hon. baronet 
taken this course, then some prospect might have been 
afforded that, at the end of three years, the income tax 
would be abolished. But the right hon. baronct took no 
such course ; he rather referred to taxes the greater part 
of which he abolishes entirely. Now, I am not finding 
fault with the relief given to the people by that abolition. 
In some cases abolition is better than reduction ; but it 
is quite clear, with respect to those taxes which have 
been abolished, that as imposts they are wholly gone. 
No revenue can hereafter be derived from them at all. 
Such being the fact, how stands the case as produced by 
the plan of the right hon. baronet? Why, at the end of 

three years, according to his statement, you will have 
£5,000,000 of taxes abolished. Can you expect those 
£5,000,000 and a sufficient surplus for the service of the 
year to be returned to you? Can any one mention any 
period in history when, in the course of three years, 
£6,000,000 of taxes have been added in augmentation of 
the revenue, as a consequence of reduction of duties 
hear] ? I maintain, although the question is put as 
standing on the ground that we are not taking a final 
step, that unless some provision be made 4 parliament 
hereafter—unless before the passing of the Income Tax 
bill some vote shall be agreed to—we shall be consent- 
ing to a perpetual income tax in time of peace. 

He proceeded to give his opinion of the proposed 
reductions in the taxation. Many of the taxes which 
he had determined to repeal were judiciously selected 
for the promotion of industry and the encouragement 
of commerce, as, for instance, the duties on cotton 
wool and on glass. He could not, however, see any 
reason why £300,000 should have been given away 
in the auction duties; on the contrary, he thought 
that the reduction of the duty on fire insurances and 
on soap—which was now the only tax left on the 
absolute necessaries of life, so much condemned by 
Adam Smith—would have been a more expedient and 
advisable reduction. The right hon. gentleman’s 
interference with the article of sugar was also most 
injudicious and impolitic. Instead of interfering to 
break down restrictions and to restore the country 
to a more natural condition of society, he interfered 
to bring in a constant prohibition against certain 
countries, which would send us sugar at lower prices 
than that at which we could get it from our colonies, 


and that, too, on the pretence that it was the produce 


of slave labour! Sir R. Peel estimated the loss to 
the revenue M reduction of the sugar duties at 
£1,300,000. He contended, on the other hand, that 
if the sugar of all foreign countries were admitted 
on the same principle as that of our own colonies, 
there would be no occasion to abandon any part of 
our revenue. He did not think it right for the go- 
vernment to propose, as Fv now did, a permanent 
income-tax without their declaring explicitly whether 
they considered it as one of the best permanent 
taxes that could be imposed. If they did so con- 
sider it, let them further consider whether they could 
not, either by a select committee, or by a committee 
of the whole House, modify the defects which were 
known to exist in it. The government, moreover, 
was not acting upon sound principles, but where 
great interests were concerned, and where great op- 
position was expected, was proposihg to continue, if 
not to aggravate, monopolies which it found existing. 
He announced his own views :— 

My opinion is, that you should continue the income 
tax for the present; that you should not make all the 
reductions which the right hon. baronet proposes ; that 
you should make the reductions upon cotton wool and 
glass ; but that with respect to some of the other reduc- 
tions, you should not touch them at all; and that as to 
the great article of sugar, as well as some other articles, 


ou should take a different course. My persuasion is, as | 


have said already, that protection is the bane of agri- 
culture [hear]. I maintain that opinion with regard to 
all these 8 interests. I think it was shown de- 
monstrably in the question that we had before us many 
years a0, when Mr Huskisson proposed his alteration 
in the silk duties, that that monopoly which had been 


given to silk manufacturers had but placed them in a 


state of constant variation—at one time making very 
large gains, and at another time placing them in a state 
of miserable depression [hear, ye I think, with re- 
gard to the timber duty, that it could be proved that the 
undue favour that was given to Canada was a cause of 
very great disadvantage to the great interests in Canada 
(hear). It is stated, I think by Mr M‘Gregor, that he 
had examined in some of those North American colonies 
the books of many farmers, and found that their agri- 
cultural balances were favourable so far as their culti- 
vation of the soil was concerned, but that their over- 
speculation in timber had caused their ruin and in- 


solvency (hear, hear). I believe it to be the same with 
regard to all these protective interests. But, as I said 
before, and I say again, I think it should be touched 
with care—that they should be reduced gradually and 
cautiously, rather than suddenly and abruptly ;_that 
may be matter of after-deliberation; but of this I am 
confident, that if you were to get rid of the income tax, 
you should take that mode of endeavouring to improve 
and increase the prosperity of the country; that, if you 
open new markets, admitting larger imports, you find a 
fresh demand for that labour and for those very articles 
from which you seem to be taking away favour and pro- 
tection ; — then, indeed, you might look to the end of 
the three or five years which the right hon. baronet talks 
of for the abolition of the income or property tax; but if 
the question is between a perpetual inc 
continuance of monopolies and protection, I declare for 
a short income tax and a reduction and final abolition 
of monopoly in a shape [hear, hear]. With these 
opinions, certainly, I cannot give any hearty assent to 
the proposition which the chairman has now in his 
hands [hear, hear]. I say, it is impossible to refuse my 
assent to the continuance of the tax for three vears; 
but I do it not in the hope or with the wish that the tax 
may be made permanent, but regretting that the right 
hon. baronet has taken such a course as will make it 
perhaps necessary to be renewed at the end of three 
years, and so from time to time; but I do hope the 
pressure of this odious and inquisitorial tax will at 
length open the eyes of the people to the disadvantage 
they suffer, as consumers, by the continuance of these 
monopolies and restrictions, and that by seeking to 
make trade free they will at once procure great advan- 
tage and enjoyment, and put an end to a tax which, in 
the time of peace, I think, ought not to be perpetuated 
(hear, hear]. 

Mr Roenvuck was disappointed at the lame and 
impotent conclusion of Lord J. Russell’s speech. He 
commented at great length on the unequal, vexatious, 
and inquisitorial nature of the present income tax. 
To a property tax on realised capital he had not the 
same objection ; and he thought that if, in addition 
to such a tax, every man were called upon to return 
his age, and the amount of his income; and if the 
duty of two or three per cent. were to be applied to 
the permanent value of that fluctuating income, 
which could be calculated easily as property, it 
would nearly cover the demand of the government 
for the public expenditure. He insisted that the 
House was bound to inquire, before it rendered such 
a tax permanent, whether the mischiefs it created 
would be less than those created by the taxes which 
were repealed. Now, none of the taxes which it 
was proposed to repeal crossed any of the great in- 
terests ofthe countrv. The agricultural interest was 
very cautiously handled in the speech of Lord John 
Russell, and the West India interest in the state- 
ment of Sir R. Peel. He wished it had been other- 
wise; for he was quite certain that, if the right hon. 
baronet had not determined to keep up the differen- 
tial duties on sugar, he would have had no occasion 
to sacrifice a revenue of £1,300,000 on that article. 
He did not, however, impugn the Premier's financial 
scheme, without proposing a substitute :— 

He believed that, by putting on a fair property tax, 
without reference to income, all the ordinary demands 
could be met. But for all the remaining portion of the 
expenditure, there was no answer to be derived from the 
plea of insolvency; the question must be explained on 
other grounds; and he asked her Majesty’s government 
why they did not meet the increased expenditure that 
was about to follow, by equalising the duties on sugar 
and timber, and at the same time free this country from 
the odious inquisition of an income tax [hear, hear] ? 
He did not believe that the right hon. gentleman could 
face the agriculturists and landlords of this country [a 
laugh]. He did not think it was in the power of the 
right hon. gentleman to do so; or he would carry out 
the principle so often announced, and ensure the reality 
of a free trade, so that capital in the hands of intelligent 
men should not be interfered with [hear, hear]. There 
was great art exemplified in the formation of the right 
hon. baronet’s scheme. There was a curious appeal 
silently made to many powerful men. Paisley and 
Glasgow were finely touched off, and certain allusions 
were made to certain interests. 

Generally viewing the whole subject, however, he 
might state that it would * be found that the right 
honourable gentleman had done much good by his 
proposition. He believed that the right honourable 
gentleman was clearing the way for reforms yet to come, 
some day or other, of a more beneficial character 
[cheers]. The right hon. baronet appeared to him to 
be making a scries of experiments. He was going 
through them ani clearing the ground; and by-and-by 
the three or four large monopolies would be left stand- 
ing naked to the gaze of the world, and all the world 
would see their noxious and overwhelming influence, 
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer would be com- 

elled to assail those overwhelming mischiefs [cheers]. 
his he believed to be the greatest advantage to be de- 
rived from the labours of the right hon. gentleman. 

Sir Grondk Grey, though opposed to an income 
tax, would willingly assent to its re-imposition for 
three years longer if it were bond de for that term 
only, and with the express purpose of benefiting 
trade and commerce. But the speech of Sir Robert 
Peel did not enable him to entertain this expectation. 


The CHANCRLLon of the Excnequer remarked that 
but for that increase of expenditure, on the necessity 
for which most of them were agreed, the income tax 
might be abandoned, so far as the present year was 
concerned. But his anticipations for the future were 
grounded on his experience of the past. He then 
referred to several finance returns, for the purpose 
of proving that both in 1835, and again in 1842, the 
revenue was greatly benefited by the judicious re- 
peal of taxation; and insisted that upon such data 
he was justified in expecting that, when this tax 
should expire, the country would be in possession of 
such a revenue as would leave it free to decide 
whether it would abandon it or not. IIe then pro- 
ceeded to refute Mr Roebuck's argument that the 
income tax was unequal and vexatious. 

Mr C. Woop made a long speech, criticising the 
government financial plan. Nothing which he had 


income tax and the | 


heard that night led him to believe that the income- 
tax would not be permanent. He 8 d 

the tax should be extended to Ireland, as he saw no 
reason why an Irish gentleman, with an_jncome of 
£5,000 a-year, should not pay his proportion to 

income-tax. He contended that Sir Robe! 9 el 
would find himself deceived in his calculations; 
while a re-adjustment of the sugar duties, on 


principles, would have really brought about.a great 


increase of revenue. 

Mr G. Bankes complained that Sir R. Pee in 
his financial statement of Frida night, and that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, in his speech of that 


night, had made no allusion whatever to the distress 


of the agricultural interest, though that distress had 
been formally communicated to them. In Sir R. 
Peel’s plan everything had been given to the mer- 
cantile, and nothing to the agricultural interest. 
Did the agricultural interest object to this? No 
such thing. Then let not that interest, if it w 
so powerful and predominant as was stated, 
taunted in future as selfish and ungenerous. 

Mr Ronnnr Palukn and Mr Mixes reiterated. Mr 
Bankes’s complaints with respect to the agricultural 
interest. Mr Mixes thought it very hard when 
taxes to the amount of £3,400,000 were taken 
off, the agriculturists) should not have some 
share in the remission. He would give the House 
a future opportunity of deciding Whether, in this 
great remission of taxation, the agricultural interest 
should not have had some share in its benefit. 

Mr Warrurton, Mr Mitner Greson, and Mr 
Vernon Surru, also addressed the House, partly in 
praise of the financial scheme, and partly in oppo- 
sition to the income tax. Mr Warburton would not 
object to the tax if it were rendered permanent, but 
as such was not to be the case, he considered it to 
be most unequal and unjust. Mr V. Smith, though 
strongly opposed to the income tax, could not sup- 
port iM Roebuck’s motion. 

Sir R. Pee. defended himself from the charge of 
being insensible to the distress of the agricultural 
interest; and reminded the House that, if he had 
not alluded to that subject in his speech of Frida 
night, it was simply because he had entered t 
at some length in a specch which he had made two 
or three evenings before. Besides— ) 

As for any proposal being then made for the remission 
of taxation, if was not cas to find a tax bearing upon 
the agricultural interest. 

He had the firmest conviction that, if the agricul- 
tural interest would agree to the continuance of the 
income tax, and to take their share in the general 
prosperity which he believed would be derived from 
it, they would be more benefited by it, than if he 
were to relieve them from some — 1 taxation. He 
humorously exposed the inconsistency between 
Lord John Russell's vote and speech :— 

It was very ungrateful to quarrel with one’s sup- 
porters; and as the noble lord and his friends intended 
to support the income tax, he was unwilling to say one 
word which might impede them in acting on that inten- 


tion; but, when the noble lord began by stating that 


that tax was the most oppressive, vexatious, unequal, 
and unjust of all taxes, he would only say to the noble 
lord that he was agreeably disappointed when he found 
that the noble lord intended to give him that “ 
which was always to him the most agreeable kind of 
support—the support of his vote on a division [Jaughter]. 
When he heard the noble lord say that this tax was 
most oppressive, inquisitorial, and vexatious, he felt 
himself still more sensible of the compliment paid him 
by the noble lord [laughter], in so readily consenting, 
with such opinions of the tax, to vote for its continuance 
[renewed laughter]. He hoped he had said nothing to 
shake the generous intention of the noble lord [“ hear, 
hear,” and prolonged laughter}. Supposing the noble 
lord should change his position, and Lad himself, by- 
and-by, upon the benches now occupied by the members 
of the present government, the noble lord would find 
45, 200,000, however derived, a most comfortable addi- 
tion to his ordinary and permanent revenue oom vowel 
and he was perfectly certain that the expectation of such 
contingent advantages, in the event of succeeding her 
Majesty’s present advisers, induced the noble lord to 


think with him, that it was for the public interest that 


that tax, objectionable as it was, should be continued 
for a further period. sp 

In reply to the question put to Rim by Sir G. Grey 
he observed, that three years was but a short period 
for the restoration of the revenue, which he was 
about to remit; and that, if he could have carried 
out his own views, he should have preferred to pro- 
long the continuance of the income tax to five years. 
He thought, however, that there was a rational ex- 
pectation that the revenue would be restored to its 
present amount at the end of three years. He saw 
the population increasing, capital accumulating, and 
the means of conveyance greatly improved. Now, 
if they facilitated the application of that capital to 
new branches of industry, it would increase the 
demand for labour; with an increased demand for 
labour, an increased consumption of articles subject 
to duty would take place, and with that increase 
of consumption the amount of the revenue would 
unquestionably be augmented. He showed that, as 
the income tax, if his plan were adopted, would 
not expire till the 5th of April, 1848, and as he 
would have a right to extend a credit of £2,600,000 
over the year 1849, on account of half a year’s in- 
come tax then to be received, the benefit to be de- 
rived from the income tax would extend over four 
years. He could not foresee what events might 
occur in that period. The public, at the expiration 
of that time, might, from the experience of its bene- 


fits, be of opinion that the income tax should be 


further continued; and, if so, he ought not ta be 


bound by any guarantee given at present to allow it 
to expire. All he should say further was, that he 


made this experiment with a perfect confidence that, 
whatever happened, the House would maintain pub- 
lic credit. ‘The tax was admitted to be much less 
onerous in its collection now than it was in the year 
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1842; and he did not believe that there would be 
, t demand for the repeal of it during the 
od for which he proposed to re-impose it. 


yet his great intment 

that Sir R. Peel had A Aven & hore satafacto 
vet to the ‘speech of Lord J. Russell. 
From that he saw that the period for the 
continuance of . A * tax was perpetually 
moving onwards. First it was to be years ; 
now they heard that Sir Robert thought five years 
bet ‘number of years, like the horizon, was 
evet fe th He called the attention of 
the to the aS, Sey the minister had but a 
surplus of 20,000, him after his taxes were re- 
mitted, and fhat he made up that surplus by an in- 
of sugar, which he (Lord 


Howick) i to be very problematical, and 
. calculated as likely N a million 
of Yévenue. If the right hon. baronet was disap- 
pointed in that calculation, there would be a defi- 
cieney, and not a surplus, in the revenue. He was 

. * for the income tax ag a temporary 
m but he thought the country had a right to 
e ernment would bring forward those 


met hich might hold out the prospect of its 
1 fion—medsures calculated to give relief 
to 


ople :— 
e tuch taxes, the first that should be looked to 
wers the protecting duties [cheers]. What was a pro- 
duty? It was that by which there was levied a 
great deal of money from the people, which never went 
into the treasury fhear, hear]. For instance, there were 


the duties, on at. They might obtain sugar from 
B 125 or 148. the hundredweight cheaper than 
colonial sugar; but by compelling the people to consume 
colo evied upon every pound of sugar 


that web eaten R d sorel 

a ea e people, a pressed sore 

on Meß 1 atid hi they did keeping them from the use of 
the cheaper sugar, 7 not benefiting the treasury. 
Whenever they remitted a duty of that kind the revenue 
did not suffer, whilst they gave relief to the consumer. 
There was another class of duties that ought to be dealt 
with. These were duties that were too high, which 
checked consumption, and were in favour of the smug- 
gler [hear, hear]. A remission of such duties fell upon 
the smuggler, whilst the revenue itself rose [hear, hear]. 


Now, T nonouxelie gentleman might have dealt 
with the duties on sugar upon fair and intelligible prin- 
ciples; he ight have got rid of the distinction between 
frog atid colonial sugars, and his measure, even ina finan- 
cial view, would have answered ſhear, hear]. He would 
go further, and say that if he made a reduction of the 


duties on sugars, he ought to equalise those duties, and 
if he had done so the revenue would have gained, and 
the reliéf given to the people would have been infinitely 
larger instead of there being a loss of £1,300,000. There 
were} too, other articles with which he might have dealt, 
particularly the duties on cheese, butter, and other 
artieles of that kind [cheers]. The right honourable 
gentleman might have dealt with them to very great ad- 
vantage bilst he might have looked to those articles 
on W ich ties were levied to an ext: avagant amount, 
and therefore served as.an encouragement to smuggling. 
Many K 5 of that description, he repeated, might well, 
and with great advantage, have been dealt with. He 
might have dwelt, for instance, upon the duty on foreign 


spirits—on all those articles on which there were pro- 
tec duties, pies extraragant'y high. He might, too, 
have t with the duties on tea. On all these the 


right honourable gentleman might have tried an ex- 
periment for the relief of the people [hear, hear, hear]. 

Sir Jonx TyRRELL again took up the cry about the 
agricultural interest being neglected, and announced 
that, on a future day, he should propose to extend 
the inoome and property-tax to Ireland. 

The Marquis of NAV dikcoursed on the same 
theme. 

2 a few words from Mr CorLrr, 

t Rogsuck called the attention of the country to 
this fact, that every member on his side of the House 
ondemned the income and property-tax—had 
deprecated it as a permanent tax—and had expressed 
his expectation that it would be permanent; and 
that, nevertheless, every one of them had come to 
the conclusion that he would vote for the tax. 


Mr C. Boxter said, that this tax must now be 
re as u permanent tax; and seeing that it 
must be so regarded, he felt himself at liberty to op- 
pose it. 

Two good harvests, accompanied with an increase of 
trade, had led to proapersy Nobody could doubt that 
that was the true cause. He asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to get up in his place and assure them of 
two good harvests for the next two years, with an in- 
crease of trade, and permanence of prosperity. When 
the right honourable gentleman had done that, he 
should say that he had made out a case for taking off 
the tax at the end of three years [ Hear,” and a laugh]. 
Hg called on the House and the country not to submit 
to any such delusion, above all, to any such insulting 
and, palpable delusion, as to vote the tax with the idea 
of ey wer rid of it at the end of three years [hear, hear]. 


They were now asked to grant a permanent income-tax ; 
let them vote against it; or if they would not vote 
against it absolutely, let them vote for any modification 
of it that would make it — and bearable, and then 
they would have the consolation of knowing, that they 
had discharged their duty to their country, by en- 
deavouring to remove its most oppressive and iniquitous 
features. | 3 

The gallery was then cleared for a division, when 


there a ed— 
| Nr the amendment 
Against it .. is ae 


Majority against it 208 
An attempt was then made to bring the original 
Antion to the vete; but, after a wordy contest, 
The debate 
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eel was obliged to give way. 


Be 55 Weed had given notice that he should then sub- 
aN endment for extending the income-tax to 
7 Mp which Sir R. Peel promised his decided 


adjourned at half-past one o’clock. 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
On Wednesday evening the House only sat for an 


| hour and a half. 


Axsoiition oF WAR.—On Wednesday night Mr 
Hindley presented a petition from the Peace ation 
praying that no increase, such as that contemplated, 
should take place in the naval estimates. It was 
the opinion of the society that a reduction should be 
made in the force of the country, as the practice of 
war was, in their opinion, contrary to Christianity, 
and the disputes of nations might be adjusted by 
an appeal to reason alone. 


Wednesday, whether an steps had been taken to 
prevent the recurrence of such ou as that com- 
mitted at the British Museum on Friday? Sir R. 
Peel replied, that the trustees of the Museum were 
to meet on Saturday, for the purpose of considering 
that important subject; and most probably their 
opinion would be communicated to government. 

CoLLROTrIOR or THE Revenve.—Mr Williams, on 
Wednesday evening, inquired when the report of 
the commissioners on the collection of the revenue 
would be presented? It was now two years and a 
half since they made a report. Lord G. Somerset 
rep they were proceeding as rapidly as they 
could. 

TREATY WITH Brazin.—Sir Robert Peel, in answer 
to Mr Bouverie, replied that there were no negotia- 
tions pending with the Brazils relative to any 
alteration in its tariff, those actually under discus- 
sion having reference only to the usual treaties of 
navigation and commerce. 

THe Game Laws.—On Thursday, Mr Bright gave 
notice that he should move on Thursday, the 27th 
inst., for a select committee on the game laws. 

Duty on Fine Insurances.—On Friday, Col. Sib- 
thorp gave notice that he should take the sense of 
the House, after Easter, on the propriety of reducing 
the duties payable on fire insurances. 

Tue Ox rOONY Trexritory.—Mr Roebuck gave no- 
tice, for an early day, to ask for the production of 
all correspondence which has taken place between 
Mr Pakenham and the American government rela- 
tive to the Oregon territory. 

CoMMERCIAL TREATIES WITH THE Portse.—In reply 
to a question put by Dr Bowring, Sir R. Peel stated, 
that negotiations are at present pending between the 
Sublime Porte and Russia, which delayed the 
placing of British subjects trading in the Levant on 
a footing with the subjects of Russia. 

DovraTion oF THE New Svuear, Doris. — On 
Monday evening Sir Robert Peel, in reply to Mr 
Labouchere, intimated that his propositions with 
respect to sugar are not intended as a permanent 
settlement; but merely to be annual until the end 
of the next financial year, as the sugar duties have 
hitherto been voted. 

Prince Al nERTr.— In reply to Mr Borthwick, Sir 
R. Peel said there was no foundation for the state- 
ment which had appeared in the papers, as to any 
intention of conferring upon Prince Albert the title 
of king consort. 

Tue Rartway Boarv.— On Monday evening an 
interesting but desultory discussion relative to the 
railway board took place, previous to the resumption 
of the debate on the budget. Lord Howick, calling 
attention to the first report from the board of trade 
on the South Eastern railway, asked if all the mem- 
bers signing it had been unanimous? Sir George 
Clerk declined to give any information, as being a 


— 


dangerous precedent, and very inexpedient. Mr 
Roebuck ald it was current in the eity that the 


board had been divided, and that the decision had 
been arrived at by the casting vote of the chairman. 
It would not do, therefore, to withhold information, 
for the most ample investigation was required. 
A further conversation took place, in which Mr 
Labouchere, Mr W. E. Gladstone, Mr Bernal, Lord 
Howick, Sir R. Peel, Sir R. Inglis, Mr Wakley, xe, 
joined. Most of the speakers thought it impolitic that 
gentlemen holding an inferior position like the rail- 
way committee of the Board of Trade had to dispose 
of property larger in amount than that disposed of 
by the jade fo Westminster hall, property to the 
amount of £10,000,000 or £12,000,000 ; especially as 
the proceedings of the board were kept a profound 
secret ; their decisions only, without the grounds in 
which they are made, being made public. In reply, 
it was urged that there must be either a secret tri- 
bunal or none at all. 

Post Orrice Espronacr.—On Friday, Mr Dun- 
combe presented a petition from Mr Mazzini, and on 
Monday from Captain Stolzberg and another, com- 

laining that their letters had been opened in the 

ost office. They stated that their petition had 
been referred to a secret committee ; that that com- 
mittee had made a report, part of which they were 
informed was injurious to the character of the peti- 
tioners, and they prayed that if another committee 
should be appointed they might be examined, in 
order to have the opportunity of clearing their cha- 
racters from any imputation, ‘They were ordered to 
be presented. 

SuGAR Dutries.—Mr M. Gibson gave notice, that 
on putting the resolution of the right hon. baronet as 
lo sugar duties in the committee of ways and means, 
he would move as an amendment, ‘ that no arrange- 


ourned to Wednesday evening, after Mr 


ment respecting the sugar duties can be satisfactory 
or permanent which does not include an equalisa- 
| tion of duty on foreign and colonial sugars.“ 


— — 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, Feb, 13th. 

THE RATLWAY BOARD, 

Phe Karl of Datuousre, in laying the first report 
of the railway committee of the Board of ‘Trade on 


| the subject, and explained the misconceptions that 


Tux Portia: » VAst.—Mr Christopher asked, on 


[ Fes. 19, 


had prevailed as to the duties and the powers that 
had been entrusted to the Board. The ap of 
partiality which had been brought against them, 
and the suspicions to which they had been sub- 
jected, arose from the fact of their having reported 
in favour of the South-Eastern railway, with which 
Mr O’Brien, a member of the Board, had been con- 
nected, and of which his brother was men ‘ But 
the truth was, he (Mr O’Brien) was well aware of 
the suspicion to which the Board would have been 
exposed in consequence of his brother's connexion 
with the South-Eastern railway, and had in conse- 
quence abstained as much as possible from interfer- 
ence when the interests of that line were under dis- 


e TN it was almost too absurd to — — 
t even if he had had any ae motive, he could 
have induced his e to fall in with bis views. 
His lordship then entered into an explanation of the 
| precantions the Board had taken to prevent the pre- 

mature disclosure of their decisions :— 1 
As the schemes were taken up, aud as they were de- 

cided on, they had communicated the decisiong to th 
public, and to the agents and promoters of the bill si: 
multaneously; but never until after the hour at which 
the Stock Exchange closed, in order that no advantage 
might be there taken. When a scheme was taken up, 
a member of the Board having examined jt, wrote a 
summary of his views, enclosed all the papers in a box, 
and gave it with the key to one of his colleagues. To 
had been put; and, saye the 


this box a particular | 
master key, which he, possessed, there was 15 e one 
key which he had referred to in existence. The second 
member having gone through his examination of tl 

scheme, and drawn up a summary ef his views upon it, 
till it was brought back again to him. That box and the 

papers had never been looked into by any one; 4 —45 


himself and his colleagues, could have cognisance of 
what they contained. Then with respect to the publica- 
tion of the decisions: none of the clerks in the depart- 
ment—not even his own private secretary—knew any- 
thing whatever of the decisions until after the publication 
of the Gazette. The decisions were never prepared for 
the Gazette till the last moment; they were always ar- 
rived at on the day of the publication of the Gazette; 
they were communicated to the editor at the latest pos- 
sible moment; and, of course, when given to him, all 
responsibility was at an end with the railway department. 

rd BroveHam at once acquitted Lord Dalhousie 
and his colleagues of any improper conduct; but 
confidently predicted that, in practice, the decisions 
of the Board would prove to be final, and would be 
adopted by parliament. He could as easily guess 
the result as he had the issue of election committees 
from knowing who was chairman ; and he had never 
been wrong in that guess. Not a doubt had he 
upon his own mind that nine out of every ten—that 
ninety-nine out of every hundred — perhaps one 
hundred out of every hundred—would, having re- 
ceived the mater of ugg, the railway Board, 


receive, as a matter of cotige, the sanction of par- 
liament. If it were not felt to be so, where was the 
necessity for all this elaborate secresy? But, such 
being the case, it followed that the Board ought to 
be composed of men high in station and of un- 
doubted responsibility; whereas, the members of the 
Board are not Privy Councillors, nor responsible 
servants of the Crown, 5 

The Marquis of Lanspownz thought, that id would 
prove more convenient, and more effectual in heck - 
ing undue speculation, if the Board were to publish 
the reasons as well as the mere decision. 3 

Lord SrANLEX (making his first speech in the 
House of Lords) used his recent experience as a 
member of the other house, to show that railway 
bills are really not made government measures: he 
hed often known ministers, in their capacity. as in- 

iyidual members of parliament, vote against each 
other in such matters. Should parliament concur 
with the Board, the most probable reason would be, 
the likelihood that the legislature would come to 
the same conclusions on such subjects as a. body of 
intelligent and disinterested gentlemen. He thought 
that the present plan would prove highly useful in 
| repressing unprofitable contest dnd litigation, and 
facilitating useful schemes. 

Here the matter dropped. 

Friday, February 14th. 

SANATORY ReGuLATiIons IN LANGE Towns.—The 
Marquis of Normanby presented a petition, agreed 
to in December last, by a meeting held in Exeter 
hall, praying for some efficient system of sanatory 
regulation in populous towns; and requested the 
attention of the government particularly to that part 
of the subject which relates to burials in towns. 
The Duke of Buccieven stated, that the question 
was under the serious consideration of the govern- 
ment. 

Lire Assurances.—Lord CAMrBELIL expressed a 
hope, that government would take the subject of 
assurances for lives under their consideration, for he 
was enabled to say of his own knowledge, that there 
had been repeated instances of persons assuring the 
lives of others, and then murdering the person 
whose life had been assured. He did not know 
whether or not legislation could reach this evil; but 
he hoped that her Majesty’s government would con- 
sider whether some measure should not be intro- 
duced not permitting a person to assure another's 
life, unless he had some direct interest in relation to 
the person whose life was to be assured. 


Monday, Feb. 17th, 


THE RAILWAY BOARD. 
Lord BrovuGuam again raised a discussion upon 
the report of the Board of Trade relative to railways, 
and, with increased information, renewed his charge 


the table of the House, entered at some detail on | 


against Mr O’Brien. That gentleman, he said, had 
| purchased 204 South-eastern shares as late as De- 
cember 17th ; the prices instantly rose when it was 
known who was in the market, and the result did 


passed the box and the key to a third; and so it went on, 


speaking, it was utterly impossible that any one, save 


nie ae 


1845. 
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eckt to the sd of the speculators; for the com- 
8 Mur of “the South-eastern line. 

jeir lordships were told that these decisions were 
only inten ad. to assist parliament, but he main- 
tained that in almost every case they would, although 
unsupported by evidence, have overwhelming weight 
with parliament, and thus affect most seriously the 
rights of private property. IIe objected to the con- 
stitution of a tribunal to which such immense powers 
ere ifitrnsted) and suggested that as so much impor- 
tande was attached to its opinion, the public should 
at fedst know whether the members were unani- 
mous. wondered whether this was always the 
case. Rumour said that it was not, but the rule 
was, that every member signed the report whether 
he approved it or no: ö 

Lord Datovsie declined to give any answer to 
the noble Dord’s questions. He had wondered 
very much, and wanted a solution of his wonder- 
ings,’ but he should leave him to “ wonder” on. 

e rulb of voting in the Bourd of Trade wis the 
same as that in the Boards of Admiralty ot of 
Customs, in neither of which was any division 
of opinion ever explained. These objections too, to 
the constitution of the committee came too late. It 
had been established by consent of parliament, the 
extent of its jurisdietion and the nature of its powers 
had been entirely approved, and it had in no respeet 
exceeded its authority or acted inconsistently with 
the course which had been prescribed for it. He 
répedted, that its decisions would only be entitled 
to infltietice so long 4s they were founded in reason 
and justice; but he claimed for the system a fair 
trial, which it had scarcely had when its first report 
had, been but just laid upon the table of the House. 

The Duke of WELLINGTON said, that he had some 
acquaintance with both the Messrs O’Brien. The 
one had been a most respectable and estimable mili- 
fay, officer, and while the other had acted as Sir J. 
Graham’s secretary he had had every reason to be 
sitisHed, with his integrity and zeal. 

Lord Broverta™ denied that he had ever imputed 
the slightest collusion to either of these gentlemen, 
but rejoiced that he had succeeded in eliciting so 
much information. His objections to the conduct 
of the cominittee remained unabated, and he thought 
the public justified in entertaining suspicions when 
the mere counexion of Mr O’Brien’s name with the 
South-castern railway had ina few days raised the 
price ＋ the shares from 13 to 48. 

Lord DAousin shortly replied ; and, after some 
observations from Lord Campbell in condemnation 
of the committee, and from Lord Wharncliffe in de- 
fence of its constitution, the subject dropped. 


| Poststript. 
Wednesday, February 19th, 1845. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
The bulk of this morning’s papers is taken up by 
eports of the debates in the House, last night, on 
eee Ashley's proposal to abridge the hours of 
labour of young persons under thirteen years of age, 
in calico print works, &c.; and on Mr Duncombe’s 
motion relative to post-office espionage. 
FACTORY LABOUR. 
Lord Asn EV called attention to the condition of 
yours children under thirteen years of age, employed 

the calico print works and bleach fields of Great 
Britain and Ireland. These works are situated in 
Lancashire, Cheshire, Derbyshire, the west of Scot- 
land, in some parts of Ireland, the neighbourhood 
of London, Dublin, &c.; and the noble Jord, draw- 
ing his information mainly from the reports of the 
cominissioner, aided by his own inquiries, laid down, 
thut in calico print-works and bleach-fields there 
cannot be less than twenty-five thousand young 
persons employed who are under the age of thirteen, 
a large proportion being females; that they go to 
work as early as the ages of four and tive, but the 
majority between eight and nine; that, though 
there fre many instances where they are taken 
care of, their hours of work were generally of long 
duration by night as well as by day, unfavourable to 
their physical growth and moral training; while 
many of the processes in which they are engaged 
are disagreeable and noxious, requiring high tem- 
eratures, and so forth. Substantiating, as is his 
wont, his Statements by minute details, the noble 
lord proposed to bring in a bill abolishing night, 
work for females of whatever age, and for both 
sexes under thirteen; and that after October, 1846, 
the hours of day work for young persons under 
thirteen should be eight hours daily on six days of 
the week, or twelve hours on alternate days, with 
two hours for schooling in the one case, or three 
hours on the alternate days, in the other case. This, 
he contended, would not interfere with the profit- 
able operations of capital, while it would be a great 
boon to the youth employed in these departments 
of industry. . 

Sir James GRAHAM, With a preliminary caution as 
to the danger of rash interference with important 
interests which are exposed to great competition, 
drew from some of the admissions of Lord Ashley 
that the labour of children in print works was 
lighter, more agree.ble, and more healthy than in 
other manufacturing employments. After discussing 
the proposal at some length, he concluded by saying 
that he could not refuse his consent to the introduc- 
tion of the bill, on account of the moderation of the 
noble lord’s proposal ; but, in consenting to its in- 
troduction, he reserved to himself the utmost latitude 
of diseretion as to his mode of dealing with it here- 
atter, ! 


Mr Walnach, Mr Coppen, Mr Hume, Mr Wax Luv, 


the discussion, after which leave was 
duce the bill. 


THE NONCONFORMIST. 
POST OFFICE ESPIONAGE. 

Mr Tuomas Duxcounn, last night, made a most 
able and damaging exposure of the conduct of go- 
vernment in reference to opening letters at the Post 
office. Since the period of their existence, the 
ministry have not received so heavy a blow and 
so great a discouragement. Mr Duncombe appeared 
entirely to carry with him the sympathies of the 
House, which broke out in repeated and general 
cheering, in his powerful attack. He commenced 
by repeating the charges which he had made against 
government, last session, and which were not in- 
quired into by the Post office committee. They 
were: — 

First, chat there was a secret commission, by which 
the sanctity of private correspondence was violated,.let- 
ters opened and re-sealed, and then sent forward, as if 
they had never been opened, to their destination : 
secondly, that Sir J. Graham had exceeded his author- 
ity, and made an unscrupulous use of it, and had opened 
more letters than any one of his predecessors ; thirdly, 
that the letters of certain foreign exiles had been opened 
at the instigation of foreign powers, and that the con- 
tents had been communicated to those powers, that 
England had become the spy of foreign despots, and 
that in consequence several persons had been consigned 
to imprisonment and death on the scaffold; fourthly, 
that the correspondence of foreign ambassadors had 
been opened by order of authority in this kingdom; 
fifthly, that a roving commission had been sent some 
years ago into the manufacturing districts to ascertain 
who was writing to whom; and, sixthly, that the sanc- 
tity of his own correspondence had been violated, and 
that his letters had been opened by the Secretary of 
State. 

How had the committee met these charges? It 
had not contradicted one of them. He then cen- 
sured the committee for not having followed the 
watrant of the Secretary of State from the time of its 
issue to the time of its execution, and alleged that it 
had abstained from doing so, because that inquiry 
would have carrried it into the secret office, and 
would have led to a discovery of all its iniquities. It 
had not followed the instructions of the House in 
not inquiring into the existence of this secret 
office. He saw that by an order of the Secre- 
tary of State, that office had been recently abo- 
lished. It had been closed, it was true, at the 
General Post office in St Martin’s-le-Grand, but he 
believed that the vente, as the lawyers said, had 
only been changed. The practice was still in full 
force, and it mattered not whether the system was 
carried on in the Home office, or in St Martin’s-le- 
Grand. On one point, however, the committee had 
lot the cat out of the bag,“ and had proved that, 
during the administration of Sir James Graham, he 
had issued more warrants for the opening of letters 
than any of his predecessors. ‘The hon. member 
then entered at great length into the statement of 
Mr Mazzini’s complaint against the Seerctary of 
State, for the purpose of showing that that person 
had been unjustly denounced in the report of the 
committee as the centre of an insurrection planned 
in this country, and intended to be excited in Italy. 
He detailed the circumstances attending the death 
of the Italian insurgents, and thought there should 
be inseribed on their tombs, ** They fell in a struggle 
for liberty, through the treachery of British minis- 
ters.“ His own letters, he affirmed, had been de- 


tained and opened, and the Home Seeretary had not 


denied it: 

He considered it to be a degradation for any member 
of the House of Commons to know and feel that he is 
suth an object of suspicion as to warrant a secretary of 
state to insult him by opening his letters. He could 
not conceive a greater personal insult either to the mem- 
ber himself or to the constituency. which he had the ho- 
nour of representing. If his correspondence was not to 
be free, he was not a fit representative for any consti- 
tuency ; and, in the name of that constituency, he called 
on the right hon. baronet to justify, if he could, the 
openiug of his (Mr Duncombe’s) letters. That a mem- 
ber of the legislature should ask the right hon. baronet 
whether he had opened that member's letter, and that he 
should find the right hon. baronet, while he has the 
meanness or the baseness to profit by that act, without 
the courage to avow it 

Here Mr DuncomBy», who was loudly cheered by the 
opposition, was called to order vy the SruakgER, who ro- 
quested him to recall his observations, as they were of 
too personal a character. IIe explained them as applied 
to Sir James Graham in his ministerial capacity, but 
added, “ to these observations I adhere, so they must 
and shall remain.”’ 


He then proceeded to argue, that this was an addi- 
tional reason why another inquiry should be insti- 
tuted, and concluded by demanding it for the vin- 
dication of his own character, and for the satistac- 
tion of his constituents. 

Sir James GRAnAm then proceeded to defend him- 
self. Ile had himself declared his readiness, if re- 
leased from his oath of office by his Sovereign, to 
disclose every order which he had issued in counex- 
ion with the Post-office. He proceeded to defend 
the committee, who had expressed satisfaction with 
his conduct, after having fully investigated the 
milter. Mr Duncombe was under a gross mistake 
as to the abolition of what he called the “ Secret- 
office,” at St Martin’s-le-grand. W secret office, 
connected with the foreign department of the 
government, ac existed for more than a cen- 
tury in the VPost-offiee; and he now informed 
the House that it had been withdrawn from the 
Post. office, and was no longer in existence, in con- 


sequence of orders that had been issued by the 


Moreign office. Ile did not believe that any further 


inquiry could be productive of any advantage. 


Mr Suet. asked those who had answered for the 


opening of the letters of Mr yMazzini and of Captain 
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Stolzborg, why the charge had not been answered 
| 5 3 : > : 80 20 swe 
Mr M. PulLLirs, and Mr LAanoucuEnn, took part in that the letters of Mr Duncombe, a member of that 


given tu uitro- 


Mouse, and the representative of a large section of 
this metropolis, had been opened aud fead by order 
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of the Home office? Lord Sanpon, on rising, was 
met with loud cries of “ The question, the question.“ 
He was proceeding to say that he would answer the 
question, when Mr Suet said—I did not put the 
question to you, I put it to the right hon. baronet, the 
Secretary of State, and I now repeat the interrogatory. 
Sir J. Graham remained silent, but the House tung 
again and again with the cheers of the o tion. 
Various other members took part in the discussion. 

Sir R. Pyr, defended the Home and 
pressed upon the House the propriet? of not imply- 
ing suspicion of their committee, and of the 8 
ters whom that committee had acquitted, by sub- 
jecting them to a second trial. e debate was 
adjourned till Thursday next. 

Ii would seem, from the tone of an article in the 
Times this morning, that such was the effect of last 
night’s exposure that government will be unable to 
refuse a fair and full inquiry. 

Lord J. Russxut gave notice that, on the motion 
for going into the committee of ways and means, for 
the purpose of = the sugar duties, he would 
mo n amendnient— 

. „lat it is the opinion of this House, that the plan proposed 
by her Majesty’s government in reference to the sugar duties, 
professing to keep up the distinction between foreign free la- 
bour and slave labour sugar, is impracticable and illusory, ag- 
gravates the evil of protection given to the colonies at the ex- 
pense of the consumers, and tends 80 greatly to impair the 
revenue as to render the removal of the income and the pro- 


pert) tax at the ead of three years extremely uncertain and im- 
probable.” 


Aw Inrkuper at Briewron PAtacs.—A man 
was taken into custody yesterday afternoon at the 
northern gate of the palace, charged with thete 
for the purpose of annoying the Queen and Prince 
Albert. It appeared that he was noticed walking 
backwards and forwards about half-past two, with a 
brown paper parcel under his arm, by one of the 
sentries, Who requested the other to keep his eye 
upon him, and he remained pacing to and fro till 
half-past three. At that time the gate opened, and 
the man, evidently supposing that the royal carriage 
was coming out, rushed forward with two lettets in 
his hand, but instead of the Queen’s carriage the 
porter’s wife came out. It appears that the person’s 
name is Ralph Steyning, and that he is a miniature 
painter in water colours, and has lodged at Brighton 
about five or six weeks. His landlady gave him a 
good character. ‘The letters were addressed one of 
them to her Majesty, and the other to Prince Albert, 
and both of them requested that he might be allowed 
to exhibit some paintings. Tle will be brought up 
before the magistrates to-day. 


Tun New Pokern Raitways. — The railway 
department of the Board of Trade will, according to 
last night’s Gazette, report to parliament in favour of 
the Clydesdale Junction, Caledonian, Edinburgh and 
Hawick, and Scottish Central; and against the 
Edinburgh and Glasgow (Stirling branch), Glasgow, 
Dumfries, and Carlisle. 


Pun Brenor or Ev. — Great hopes are beginning 
to be entertained by his lordship's medical atten- 
dunts of his ultimate recovery. On Sunday, a 
change for the better was perceived, and the favour- 
able syinptoms continued on Monday. 


— — — 


Tun Rervat Association held their usual weekly 
meeting at the Conciliation hall, Dublin, on Mon- 
day morning; Mr M' Nevin, barrister, in the chair. 
Mr J. O'Connell. M. P., made some observations re- 
specting Sir Robert Peel’s financial scheme, which he 
admitted would be productive of vast benefit to the 
poorer classes ; but he complained of the continuance 
of gross injustice, and of various omissions towards 
Ireland [hear, hear]. It was then stated that, in 
order to preserve the ancient melodies of Ireland, 
they had been arranged for the temperance bands. 
After a very coarse attack on Mr M. Bellew, M.P., 
whom he held up to ridicule for his personal defects, 
Mr ©’ Connell proceeded to speak on the subject of 
the increased grant to Maynooth :— 


He had been informed that the amount was to be 
£26,000, besides which the buildings were to be repaired 
under the superintendence, aud at the expense, of the 
board of Public Works. IIe had been reproached with 
neglecting to oppose this grant, and reminded of his 
often- repeated principle-—that every religion should pay 
its own clergymen. ‘That certainly was his principle, 
and he should like very well to see it carried out ; but, 
while the established church tobk money from catholics 
and dissenters, for which it gave no Walue, he would 
take all he could get for Maynooth hear, hear]. 

The hon. gentleman then proceeded to comment 
upon the speeches recently made by Mr Wakley in 
the debate on the address und the budget. Mr 
Wakley had been made u mouth-piece to insinuate 


| charges against Irish members, which were totally 


without fonndation, and he (Mr O’Connell) charged 
him with the grossest ignorance regarding Irish 
affairs. IIe concluded by moving that copies of the 
reports and addresses which he had read should be 
forwarded to Mr Wakley by the secretary of the as- 
sociation, Mr E. Roche, M. P., seconded the reso- 
lution, which was adopted. Mr O'Connell gave 
notice, that on Monday next he would move that a 
petition be forwarded to parliament, praying for a 
repeal of the clauses of the Kmaneipation act which 
affeet the jesuits and other „ regulars.”’ ‘The rent 
for the week was stated to be £751 108. 7d. 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. 


‘i; NOTICES ro CORRESPONDENTS. 
„C. J- B.“ and! W. H. P.“ would both have been in- 
: with asure, but for want of space. 
D. I.“ If he will be kind enough to draw up a 
8 sue imple ee of 3 facts we will publish 
t, and Make any remarks upon it we may deem to be 

called for. © N és N 

„An Independent next week, if possible. 

„A Lover of Independency.” We hope to be able to 
deal wich the subject which he introduces to our no- 
ties next week. 

‘‘ A Collector for the London Missionary Society is 
excluded by the crowded state of our columns. 

„T. Church.” The payment of any sum not less than 
ls. per annum. 


Terms for advertising in the Nonconformist. 
For 7 lines... .5s. Od. For 10 lines....6s. Od. 
For every additional line 4d. 
% Advertisements from the country must be accom- 


nied by a post-office order, or reference for payment 
n London. ä 
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The Ponconformist. 


LONDON: WEDNESDAY, FEB. 19, 1845. 
ce SUMMARY. 

Sm RoBertT PEEw’s financial statement, laid 
before the House of Commons on Friday evening 
last—important in itself for the economical prin- 
ciples which it embodies, and still more important, 
if we may credit the Times, as heralding a great 
future change in the system of taxation at present 
carried out in this country—throws all the other 
topics of the week into the shade. We shall per- 
haps best consult the wishes of our readers by 
giving them, as concisely as we can, an abstract of 
the right hon. baronet’s speech. 

The first duty to which he applied himself, was 
to submit to the House an estimate of the expen- 
diture and income, endifig April 5th, 1846, ex- 
cluding from that estimate the income-tax, which 
he was about to call upon the House to re-impose 
for three years. It will not be necessary for us, in 
this place, to give the particular items over which 


he ran. Suffice it to say, that he held himself | ] 


warranted in expecting, at the end of the financial 
year, from the ordinary sources of revenue, 
447, 900,000; and when to this are added, from 
Chinese compensation £600,000, and for half-a- 
year’s income-tax, due at Michaelmas, £2,600,000, 
the total amount would be £51,100,000. The ex- 
penditure of the year he estimated to be in all 
respects, except for the navy, what it was last year, 
and for the naval department he proposed an in- 
creased grant of £1,000,000. The national ex- 
nses, therefore, were set down at £49,691,000. 
upposing, however, the income-tax to be re- 
newed, the revenue might be fairly estimated at 
453, 700,000; and deducting from this amount 
£49,691,000, the estimated expenditure, there 
would be left a clear available surplus of £3,409,000. 

The mode in which government intended to dis- 
2 of that surplus was stated to be as follows :— 

lonial su now imported at a duty of 
25s. 3d., would for the future be allowed to come 
in at 148. per cwt. East India sugar, now paying 
33s. 7d., would pay 18s. 8d. Foreign free-labour 
sugar would be reduced from 35s. 9d. to 23s. 4d. 
But these duties were to be regulated by a novel 
arrangement. Distinguishing between Muscovado 
and white. wares sugars, he puts an additional 
duty of 2s. 4d. upon the latter when imported 
from the West Indies, making the impost amount 
to 168. 4d. When coming from India it is to be 
levied at 21s. 9d., and when from foreign free- 
labour countries at 28s. He estimates his loss on 
the new scale of duties at £1,300,000. 

Sir R. Peel then referred to a list of articles stand- 
ing on the tariff, 430 in number, many of which are 
used in the manufactures of the country, such as 
silk, hemp, flax and yarn, iron and zinc, ores and 
minerals, dye stuffs of all kinds, drugs, animal and 
vegetable oils, and woods used in cabinet making, 
upon the importation of which he intended to 
abolish duties altogether, leaving a merely nomi- 
nal rate for registration ; and, including in this list 
staves—the raw material in the manufacture of 
casks—he calculates the loss at £320,000. 

The only. other change in our import duties 
which he intends to make, and which perhaps may 
be regarded as the most important, is the total re- 
peal of the duty on cotton wool, by which he sur- 
renders £680,000. 

He gives up all export duties, including that on 
coals, imposed three years ago, and estimates his 
loss at £118,000. 

In the excise he has selected two items for en- 
tire repeal—the auction duty, and the glass duties. 
He will increase the auctioneer’s license from 45 
to £15, by which he expects to reduce his loss on 
auctions to £250,000; and this added to £642,000, 
the amount of duties on glass, will make £892,000 
loss in this department. The total sum given up 
by these reductions, and repeals of duty, is 
£3,310,000, leaving a surplus of nearly £100,000. 

The ses underwent discussion on Monday last, 
when the resolution for re-imposing the, income- 
tax was proposed. Lord John Russell criticised 
the whole with great acuteness, and with conside- 
rable power of argument, but concluded by de- 


claring his intention of voting for the resolution. 
Mr Roebuck proposed an amendment, the effect 
of which would have been to destroy that portion 
of the income tax which is derived from fluctuating 
capital, but the effort was but feebly responded to, 
and, on a division, found but fifty-five supporters. 
The agricultural members complained bitterly of 
being passed over without obtaining a single re- 
mission in their favour. Both parties kept as 
much as possible out of sight the broad distinction 
between a property and an income tax, and as- 
sailed the principle of direct taxation, which is 
founded in justice, by adducing the vexatious and 
inquisitorial nature of a tax on income, which is 
esséntially and flagrantly unjust. It is clear, how- 
ever, that Sir Robert’s scheme is far more pleasing 
to the opposition than his own adherents; who 
heard his speech in silence, and who have ventured 
no remarks upon it, but such as breathe complaint. 

Having dismissed this all-absorbing topic, we 
turn to others of less interest. Naval matters 
have been brought under the notice of the House 
of Commons by Sir C. Napier, in a speech rac 
with nautical expressions, and pungent wit 
truthful exposures. One can well understand, if 
this officer’s statements were correct—and that 
they were so was either openly or tacitly admitted 
by every naval member who took part in the dis- 
cussion—how it is Sir R. Peel needs an increased 
grant this year of £1,000,000 for our marine de- 
partment of the executive. The lavish sums 
which have been squandered away in perverse and 
capricious hip bulldog —the bungling experiments 
which have been made—the wretched failures in 
which they have usually issued—and the unbusiness- 
like mode of conducting affairs at the Admiralty— 
constitute, altogether, a drain for the public money, 
which, if permitted to continue, will require far more 
than £1,000,000 annually, without producing the 
smallest satisfactory return. Jobbing — to be 
quite the order of the day in our dockyards, and 
with jobbing one may always connect inefficiency 
as inseparable. Sir C. Napier gave one striking 
illustration of this fact. The steam yacht, not 
ong since constructed for her Majesty’s use during 
her summer excursions, is so defective in her build 
that she cannot be considered as safe, and, left 
without steerage for ten minutes, would actually 
turn right round. It is thus that the hard-earned 
money of the people is fooled away by govern- 
ment. 

The next matter of importance to which we 
must advert, is the introduction, by Sir James 
Graham, of a bill for regulating the future settle- 
ment of the poor. It proposes vast changes, on 
the og of which we shall take another oppor- 
tunity of setting forth our opinion. For the fu- 
ture, birth alone is to decide settlement, but this 
provision is intended to operate only upon the 
poor born after the passing of the act. e most 
characteristic feature, however, of the bill, is the 
entire annihilation of parochial divisions in so far 
as the poor law is concerned, and the substitution 
for them of between 600 and 700 unions. The 
Times has attacked the plan with unusual fury; 
and certainly, if carried into effect, its results will 
materially affect the condition of all classes in the 
empire. It will be a greater revolution than re- 
cent years have witnessed—whether for weal or 
woe, we shall be able to discuss with more pro- 
priety hereafter. 

In the House of Lords railway projects, as af- 
fected by the reports of the Board of Trade, have 
been the principal topic of conversation. Lord 
Brougham has somewhat energetically, and suo 
more, attacked the railway department of that 
Board, for amplifying its own powers beyond the 
limits assigned to it by parliament. Assuredly, if 
their report is Ne to govern the decisions 
of the legislature, the power over private property 
with which they are invested is enormous, alarm- 
ing, and unconstitutional. If it is not intended 
thus to operate, one can discover little advantage 
to be gained by their preliminary examination 
of the various projects, conducted as it is by a re- 
ference solely to documentary evidence. Already, in 
consequence of its decisions, property has changed 
hands to an immense amount; and its 4. — of 
conducting the business intrusted to it has stimu- 
lated into unnatural activity a spirit of speculation 
and gambling, almost unprecedented in the history 
of the . 


Beyond the walls of parliament, Oxford has at- 
tracted most of the attention of the public. The 
doctrines tainted with Romanism, contained in 
Mr Ward’s “Ideal of a Christian Church,” have 
been condemned in Convocation, by a majority of 
777 against 386, and himself deprived of all his 
degrees by 569 against 511. The proposition 
condemnatory of Tract 90 was vetoed by the proe- 
tors. The ceremony of degradation was not per- 
formed; but Mr Ward, we are told, has doffed 
his cap and gown, and goes about Oxford in plain 
black and beaver. Mr Ward, in his defence, con- 
tended for accepting some part of the formularies 
and articles of the church of England in a non- 
natural sense, and referred to the case of the evan- 
gelical party, as bearing out his position. „Per- 
sons,“ he said, 

„Who have for half their lives held a certain doctrine, 


and also subscribed a certain formulary, unless they, 
have an unusual power of abstraction, will hardly ever 
see any inconsistency between the doctrine and the for- 
mulary; a new doctrine is brought before them, and its 
inconsistency with the obvious bearing of some article is 
readily discovered. So, to take the strongest case that 
could possibly be brought, it might have been thought 
quite impossible that any one should read our baptisma} 
service, and doubt that, according to the obvious and 
prim4 facie doctrine of that service, baptism conveys to 
infants a real inward gift, Before baptism—‘ Thou who 
didst sanctify water to the mystical washing away of sin, 
look upon this child, wash him, and sanctify with 
the Hély Ghost.’ After—‘ We yield Thee hearty thanks 
that it hath pleased Thee to regenerate this infant with 
Thy Holy Spirit.“ And yet there have been multitudes 
of religious and upright men, as we all know, who have 
been quite unable to see it—some, perhaps, here pre- 
sent, full of indignation at my bad faith in subscribing 
formularies in a non-natural sense. I refer to these 
points in no spirit of party recrimination, but to illus- 
trate what I mean.” 321 5 
So much for the value of subscription to articles of 
faith, as a means of securing unity in the church 
of Christ! ia 

We refer our readers to the proceedings of the 
Council of the National Complete Suffrage Union, 
contained in another column. We must defer 


comment until next week. 


THE BUDGET. 


IN some respects we are agreeably disappointed 
with the financial statement with which Sir 
Robert Peel favoured the House of Commons on 
Friday evening—in others, we observe in it the 

lausibility and equivocation which characterise all 

is measures. His advances are in the right di- 
rection — his principles are, for the most 
sound. The changes which he proposes to effec? 
are large, comprehensive, and complete, just up 
to those limits within which he has nothing to fear 
from powerful monopolists. But he has taken care 
to grapple with no interests strong enough to offer 
him battle. The landlords he leaves untouched. 
The sugar-lords he seems to sacrifice when he is 
really transferring into their pockets, by a dex- 
terous juggle, an enormous slice of the revenue. 
With one hand he promotes free trade—with the 
other he strengthens monopoly. He seems in- 
capable of dealing with ig national questions in 
any higher spirit than he brings to bear in the 
management of parliamentary parties. His whole 
aim appears to be to balance antagonistic forces. 
He cannot do right without at the same moment 
attempting some countervailing wrong. His 
budget is a compound of good and evil, in which 
the evil, like a gilt sovereign slipped in amongst. 
several pieces of genuine coin, is designed to pass 
for good. 


On the continuance of the income tax—and that 
when, by the Premier’s own confession, the neces- 
sity for it has passed away—it will hardly be ex- 

ected that we should say much. Direct taxation 
is much to be preferred, all other things being 
equal, to indirect; but direct injustice no argu- 
ment can support. Realised 4 is a definite 
and tangible something which, as it may be, and 
is, protected by the state, ought to contribute to 
state resources. But income derived from skill or 


industry, from the risk of capital, or from profes- 


sional knowledge, as the state cannot ponsibly 

rotect, so neither ought it to tax. Until property 
33 fixed, it is incapable of accurate measure 
ment; and every one knows how that which in 
speculation is estimated at a large amount, shrinks 
into narrow limits whenever it 1s proposed to con- 
vert it into a permanent and transferable reality. 
A house remains a house, whatever may become 
of its present proprietor; and the rent which it 

ields to a father it will also yield to his son. A 
* or a practice is as uncertain as life itself; 
and, however large its present returns, it can never 
be fairly regarded as capital; for, in most in- 
stances, it can neither be insured, bequeathed, nor 
transferred. The injustice of taxing income at the 
same ratio as property is palpable to the most ob- 
tuse, even at à glance; but inasmuch as a heavy 
amount of revenue is thereby secured, the nation 
has no reason for surprise at its continuance. A 
people who quietly submitted to the enormous 
imposition, had nothing else to expect but its 
perpetuation. 


The first and most important article in the new 
budget upon which Sir Robert proposes a remis- 
sion of duty, is sugar. Here he has to deal with 
a powerful band of monopolists. His political posi- 
tion is such that he cannot afford to cast off the aid of 
the West India interest—and it is just here, that 
he resorts to shuffle and duplicity. He seems to 
be conferring a boon upon the country—he is in 
reality granting an immense sum to the mono- 

olists at the country’s expense. And this he does 
by an ingenious discrimination of duties. The 
difference of import duties now levied upon sugar 
the produce of our own colonies, and upon that of 
free-labour foreign countries, is 10s. 6d. Nomi- 
nally, this difference is still retained—practically, 
it is increased to l4s. By a — of 
sugars into Muscovado and white clayed, and by 
imposing upon the latter, whether imported from 
our own colonial possessions or from forei 
states, a higher duty than upon the former, Ke 
ostensibly preserves them in the same relative 
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ion but as in point of fact our colonies send 
us almost exclusively the Muscovado sugar, on 
which the lower impost is to be levied, and foreign 
free labour states as exclusively the white - clayed 
sugar, upon which the higher duty is to be laid, 
the real difference is greater than it seems on 
paper. The result will be that the article will be 
all but prohibited in respect of foreign states, 
until the price of West Indian sugar has consider- 
ably risen—the revenue will suffer loss—and nearly 
half a million will be put into the pockets of the 
West India proprietors, in the shape of increased 
rotection. he Economist has ably and satis- 
actorily worked out the details of this calculation 
—and has triumphantly brought home to Peel 
the iniquity which he is about deliberately to 
practise. 


The abolition of the auction duty, by which 
£300,000 has been given up, is another questionable 
item in the new budget. Of course, remission, as 
such, is under any circumstances gratifying ; but 
when that remission is wholly uncalled for—when, 
as in this instance, it is made in favour of those 
who possess rather than of those who want—and 
when it precludes the abolition of other duties in- 
timately affecting the condition of the poor, it can 
only be set down as a piece of gratuitous impolicy. 
It is a favour which the public had not asked for; 
and, rare as ministerial hours are, it is a pity that 
they should ever be misapplied. 


In other respects, Sir Robert Peel’s proposed 
changes commend themselves to warm approval. 
The abolition of all duties on exports, including 
the recently-imposed export duty on coals, and of 
all import duties on articles employed in our 
manufactures, not forgetting that most important 
one, cotton wool ; — the sweeping the tariff clear 
of no less than four — and thirty items, 
which, without yielding any great income to the 
state, impeded in many ways the processes of 
manufacture, must be regarded as a vast stride in 
the direction of free trade to be taken by a minis- 
ter hoisted into power by monopolists. The re- 
moval of the duty on glass will doubtless give an 
impulse to that branch of manufacture such as few 
men not conversant with the business could anti- 
cipate, and will throw open an extensive field for 
industrial enterprise. 


Viewed as a whole, the budget of 1845 is far 
superior to anything which we have had, in the 
way of financial change, for many years. It re- 
cognises certain economical principles which have 
long been struggling into life. With one excep- 
tion, it does rm it professes to do, completely. 
Abolition has been the rule—reduction has been 
resorted to only in the case of sugar. The entire 
advantage of the alterations will consequently be 
. by the public. We trust that this policy 
will commend itself by its results and that no 
great we of time will elapse before the conclu- 
sion shall stand out so clear as to be undeniable, 
that nothing whatever stands in the way of an 
equitable system of taxation, but the bolstered in- 
terests of selfish but powerful factions. 


SELECTIONS FROM THE PRESS. 
PROBABILITIES OF ANOTHER COMMERCIAL CRISIS, 
(From the Speetator.) 


There is a startling coincidence of allusions to com- 
mercial troubles, as if our ‘‘ prosperity ’’ were already 
hurrying us over the brink into the vortex of a „com- 
mercial crisis,” such as signalised the years 1825-6 and 
1835-6. In the distant west, an American paper de- 
scribes a process of speculation which, after enriching 
European capitalists, has tempted Americans into such 
a scramble of exports and imports as to anticipate the 
genuine movements of trade, to glut the markets on both 
sides, and to induce a reaction. In the far east—in 
China—the way to the immense market opened to us 
has, as we foresaw, been choked by rash enterprise, heap- 
ing the Chinese with goods of which they have yet to 
learn the want, and for which they have no means of ex- 
change ; while the same rash enterprise has put the tea 
trade into a temporary state of congestion. They have 
as yet nothing to give us legitimately but tea; but we do 
not want more tea while it is so dear in this country; and 
it must continue as dear while the duties in this country 
are so enormous. It is of no use, therefore, to smother 
them with ginghams and broad cloths, which they do not 
want and cannot buy: yet they have been so smothered, 
and the exporters may bring upon themselves the usual 
consequences. Signs are observed at home. Lord 
Howick has denounced the inordinate and demoralisin 
speculation in railway shares; a game of hazard in which 
the Board of Trade throw the dice, and the gamblers, 
staking little fortunes, play for ihn ee ruin 
against infinite riches. The commercial Argus of the 
Times has discovered other tokens of a coming crash :— 

Letters are constantly received denouncing the 
directors of joint-stock companies for all sorts of irre- 
gular practices; including the formation of them with 
insufficient means ; the withholding of shares from bond 
Jide subscribers, and selling them surreptitiously at a 

arge premium at the same time; and, finally, a resort 
to the old and nefarious system of‘ rigging,’ so often ex- 
posed on former occasions; which means the purchase 
for a time of a larger number of shares than are known to 
have been issued, which subjects the sellers, on the day 


of settlement, to such terms as the fraudulent buyers 
may think fit to impose.” 


There may be exaggeration in these vaticinations ; 
but our prosperity is certainly alarming. The fatal day 
approaches, while we make merry in the city with festive 
wreaths :— 

_ “ Fatis aperit Cassandra futuris 
Ora, Dei jussu non unquam credita Teucris.” 


PROSPECTS OF FUTURE COMMERCIAL REFORM. 
(From the Times of yesterday.) 


We may fairly hope to go on abolishing or reducing 
our taxes. The question then is, which to take first. 
We have a breathing time to legislate towards a politic 
system of taxation, and consider, not so much what 
taxes will produce most, as what will be the least bur- 
densome and least injurious. The particular reductions 
will, of course, be step by step, while the inquiry pro- 
ceeds asa whole. With the prospect, which it really is 
unpatriotic and ungrateful to distrust, of reforming the 
whole system of taxation, it scems really superfluous and 
troublesome to object to the order in which a minister of 
no ordinary caution and sagacity throws off the national 
burdens. Why stickle for the precedence of tea, or 
soap, or paper, or the window duties? Let us hope 
their turn will soon come. 

There are good reasons for believing that the present 
reductions are only the steps to a more comprehensive 
plan now under contemplation. The premier almost 
violated his parliamentary reserve by an excessive anx- 
iety to guard it, and told the House he would intimate 
what tax is to come next for reduction, but for the serious 
mercantile inconvenience such a knowledge might occa- 
sion, A far more important and specific disclosure, 
however, now lies before us, in the shape of a document 
originally designed for the peculiar direction of those 
in the ministerial confidence, but, a portion of which we 

ublish to-day. It is an essay on “Commercial and 

inancial Legislation,“ which, though in perfect keepin 
with the“ financial statement“ of Friday, is a very bold 
and ample development. With the assurance that 
there was the most absolute agreement on these ques- 
tions between Sir Robert Peel and the late Vice-presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, and without the least hint 
of any discordant voiee in the cabinet, we have no alter- 
native but to read in the document before us the ulti- 
mate intentions of the present ministry, as far as they 
have been reduced to tangible form, anid as fur as cir- 
cumstances seem likely to admit of their execution. 

We have only space this day to give our readers the 
two first introductory papers. Their style is compendious 
and suggestive, but there can be no mistake as to their 
drift. The freest possible exchange of commodities, and 
the imposition of taxes only for revenue, are made the 
basis of a scheme which we think it due to the financial 
acts of the ministry to publish, even in its present im- 
perfect shape. The writer, after reviewing the whole 
existing system, and suggesting what reductions and 
alterations are possible under the circumstances of the 
nation, arrives at a conclusion of which it will be suffi- 
cient to mention only the boldest features. He offers us 
the alternative of dispensing with all the assessed taxes, 
the stamps on marine and fire insurances, and all the 
excise, excepting the duties on licenses, spirits, and 
malt, together with a great reduction in the customs, 
and making up the deficiency with a tax of about five 
per cent. on all „realised property;“ or retaining the 
assessed taxes, and making up what, in that case, would 
be a less deficiency, with a like property tax of three per 
cent. 

It is superfluous to observe that there is no real objec- 
tion to such a scheme, except what the altered circum- 
stances of the country may possibly interpose. 


THB ANTI-CORN-LAW LEAGUE AND GOVERNMENT.— 


it is the organ, have had more to do with the late 
minis terial changes than might be generally sup- 
posed :— 

We happen to know that dread of the constituencies 
and the League has already operated very inconveniently 
on ministerial arrangements. In the late recast of parts, 
it has been felt at every turn. Both the dispensers of 
official honour and emolument, and those who would 
like to be recipients, have found themselves sadly strait- 
ened and hampered. It is of no use for Sir Robert Peel 
to offer good things to men who have constituents to 
whom, on acceptance, they must go for re-election. 


of supporters of a monopolist minister. Rather than 
run the risk of being thrust out of public life alto- 
gether, the placeman elect reluctantly sighs refusal of 
the very thing on which his heart isset. Mr Cardwell 
‘might have been, at this moment, Vice-president of the 
Board of Trade, were it his good fortune to represent 
Miss Lawrence or the Earlof Sandwich. But, unluckily, 
Mr Cardwell represents the people of Clithero—and there 
is an end of the business. The Clithero people were 
sounded on the matter, and the report was—contest cer- 
tain, defeat probable ; so Mr Cardwell is not Vice-pre- 
sident of the Board of Trade, but only secretary to the 
treasury—an inferior appointment, which presents, 
however, the decided advantage of not necessitating re- 
election. In like manner, Mr Stuart Wortley might, it 
is understood, have had his share in the recent distribu- 
tion of office. But Mr Stuart Wortley unfortunately 
representsthe West Riding of Yorkshire, andthe League 
have latterly been somewhat busy in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire. Mr Stuart Wortley accordingly, though 
wuch obliged to Sir Robert Peel all the same, begs to 
be 83 We rather suspect, too, that Mr Fitzroy 
Kelly finds Cambridge honours stand sadly in the way 
of Whitehall degrees. 


There was a numerous meeting at the Reform club 
on Wednesday, when upwards of 100 members en- 


their parliamentary measures, and that Lord John 
Russell should be requested to put himself at the 
head, so as to form the nucleus of a strong and in- 
creasing liberal party.— Hants Independent. 


Our Present System or Taxation.—Evidently 
the day is approaching, when the whole question 
of property will be reconsidered with a view to a 
fairer, less vexatious, and more permanent duty 
than what the nation now groans under.— Times, 
Feb. 15th. 


Tne Couur or Cuancery.—By an order of the 
court of Chancery made on Wednesday last, a fur- 
ther reduction has taken place in the fees payable 
by suitors in that court When the office of the 
taxing masters was established by the act of the ses- 
sion of 1842, a fee of 4 per cent. on the amount of 
every bill of costs as taxed was imposed. That fee 
has now been reduced to 3 per cent., and we under- 
stand that this reduction amounts to nearly £5,600 


a year.— Times. 


The League of Saturday avers that the body of which 


They dare not face their constituents in the character 


tered into an agreement to support cach other in 


RECEPTION or THE FINANCIAL, SIN THE 
Ciry.—The reception in the city of the financial 
statement of Sir Robert Peel has been of a mixed 
character. He obtains great credit for his sweeping 
abolition of the duties on exports, and 4 the . 
ral tendency of his proposed reduction of the 
on imported articles, to give new life and activit 
to the commercial enterprise of the country at 
time when it is entering on a race of competition 
with the rest of the civilised world. to 
China, however, as the greatest new market 
which that competition is to act, and to the 
solution of the commercial problem of what returns 
are to be made for the exports to that country, there 
is some regret that the article of tea has 80 
entirely passed over without notice—that it is nei- 
ther mentioned now, nor any hope held out for it in 
future. His interference with the excise is, for the 
most part, highly approved, particularly as regards 
the remission of the duty on glass. The continuance 
of the income tax, as distinguished from the pro- 
perty tax, is the most unpopular part of the financial 
exposition, especially as it is now intimated that it 
will be imposed for one year longer than the term 
of five years, which was fixed for its utmost duration 


when it was first laid on. Many persons had pre- 


viously been sanguine in the expectation that some 
modification of the income tax would have been 
proposed on this occasion; that some distinction 
would, in the first instance, be made between 
income and property, by assessing property at a 
higher rate, preparatory, perhaps, to the exem 
of income, of the mere produce of labour, w ne 
from its operation. Whether or not this feeling 
produce any direct manifestation on the subject, re- 
mains to be seen.— Times. 


Post Orrien Espronace.—Mr Joseph Mazzini 
has addressed a letter to the Morning Chronicle, im- 
pugning the accuracy of the parliamentary re 
on the opening of letters at the Post-office ; and one 
assertion is startling. The contents of his letters 
were communicated to foreign powers, because, say 
the official documents, “ plots, of which Mr Mazzini 
was the centre, were carrying on, upon British terri- 
tory, to excite an insurrection iu Italy; and that auch 
insurrection, should it assume a formidable aspect, 
would, from peculiar political circumstances, disturb 
the peace of n put the information was not 
of a nature to compromise, and did not 9 1 — 
the safety of any individual.“ On this Mr Mazzini 
says: — The plots which were ‘carrying on upon 
British territory’ were the intentions of the two 
brothers Bandiera, sons of the Austrian rear-admiral, 
to quit Corfu for Italy upon any favourable occasion 
for the national cause. The information given by 
the British cabinet specially concerned those inten- 
tions.“ Their enterprise was specially directed to 
Rome ; but, according to Mr Mazzini, the Neapolitan 
government employed persons to entrap them, by 

yretending that there was a disposition to revolt in 
— they were entrapped, and shot, with seven 
other conspirators, at Cosenza, on the 26th July. 
„One of them, Attilio Bandiera, had written to me, 
on the 2lst May, immediately after setting foot on 
British soil at Corfu--‘ Trusting in the known honesty 
of the English post, you can now write to me in my 
own name.“ 


Mr William O'Brien, who has been publicly 
charged with obtaining official information, pri- 
vately, for stock-jobbing purchases in railways, par- 
ticularly in the South-eastern line, has as publicly 
denied the statement, and he vindicates his conduct 
as being above suspicion, ‘The Morning Chronicle 
having observed that Mr William O’Brien’s letter 
did not give a direct denial to the charges made 
against him and his brother about the South-eastern 
railway, Mr O’Brien in a second letter supplies the 
want— 

Neither directly nor indirectly, did I receive any in · 
formation of the nature of the report about to be made 
by the board, until the report appeared in the Gazette. 
I may also add, that my confidence of suceess arose 
from the knowledge of the fact that the South-eastern 
scheme offered what Lord Dalhousie, in his speech of 
last night, described as ‘so many and such important 
public advantages.“ 


4, 
Darn or Mr Laman BLANCuMARD.—It is our 
most painful duty to announce the sudden death of 
Mr Laman Blanchard. He had lately suffered a 
severe domestic affliction ; and his unceasing anxiety 
during the progress of the long and 8 
in his family, which terminated fatally, 00 
injured his own health, that fits ensued, which 
finally led to his death. He died about half - past 
one o'clock this (Saturday) morning, and has left 
four orphan children to lament his loss. Mr Blan- 
chard is well known in periodical literature. His 
raceful verses, his lively stories, his wit that never 
ad a touch of malice, are known to many readers. 
There, perhaps, never was a man who a readier 
pen. A poem, an essay, a witty paragraph, seemed 
to spring spontaneously from his . There was 
an amenity in everything he did; and, indeed, how 
could it be otherwise, seeing that he himself was 
the very impersonation of kindness and goodness of 
heart? Mr Blanchard was long in the service of 
literature. He was a member of the press in —— 
ways, for more than twenty years ; —— young, 
‘at fighting an upward fight 1 out — vely, 
independently, without envy or uncharitableness— 
until he reached the age of 42, when he died. We 
may fearlessly assert that no man ever ran the 
same career, in the same circumstances, who left so 
few encmies, and so many, many friends. ‘These 
few facts are addressed to strangers. His indepen- 
dence, his perseverance, his untiring kindness, and 
his many — and amiable qualities, need no 
demonstration to his acqnaintance or his friends.— 
Examiner. 
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| Birmingham, Feb. 17, 1844. 
„ ¢ AMPORTANT PROCEEDINGS. | 
O Monday aftéroot the Council of the National 
Eomp ete Su siya Ml jon met at their rooms, 37, 
erloo | 1 irmingham, Mr Sturge in — 
i and in the evening the quarterly geacra 
of the Union wae held, 5 eh 4 
TURGE, in opening the proceedings, state 
of late had een engaged with the 
of a very important subject, viz., the 
ging the moral influence of the 


vhich ‘ouncil, had Fama embodying 
posal of their Edinburgh friends, 


mee HW and t e resolution referred to. 
secretary then read the report as follows :— 


road o | the past Half-year. 
When the Council of the Union presented their 
last seport, the friends of equal rights were making 
a effort in different parts of the country to 
! * of a recent decision of the Court of 
Common Pleas, which went to establish the legal 
tight of householders and lodgers paying four shil- 
nge a week rent to the elective franchise. In ac- 
cordance with this decision, nearly two thousand 
claims, were lodged, chiefly by the working men of 
Bitibigham ; but we regret to add that so many 
diffichities ‘and legal obstacles have been thrown in 
the of establishitig those claims in the registra- 
tion court, that there is too much reason to believe that 
thosé opposed to the political rights of the people will 
cceed in preventing any considerable increase in 
the general registration. But however we may re- 
gret this result, we cannot say we are surprised, be- 
cause We feel. that a property qualification, which is 
in itwelf ung ust, must operate in favour of the rich 
end against the 4 A better source of encourage- 
ment Hes im the hope that the five millions of non. 
electors Will yet feel it to be their duty to bring the 
Whole influence of their moral power to bear directly 
Gn the electoral body, holding that body responsible 
for all the evils of chiss-legislation, and remonstrat- 
ing with it, so as to superinduce the return of at 
eget a few Honest and independent representatives, 
who, backed by the people, would compel the House 
of Commohis to do justice to their demands. 

“ While this 6a ject Was engaying our attention, 
898 on was received by our chairman, from 
the council of the Edinburgh Complete Suffrage 
Union, to meet Mr W. S. Crawford, M. P., in that 
cit principal with a view to the consideration of 
some ‘practical questions of great importance. 
Huüving accepted the invitation, he met, in Edin. 
biirgh, friends in the first week of November; and, 
Although the absence of Mr Crawford, in conse- 
quence Of severe family affliction, was much felt, a 
conference was held, and a series of resolutions dis- 
cussed, having for their object a new and decided 
cours Of action. at parliamentary elections. Real- 
ining & o constitutional and common-sense meaning 
of the practice, which now prevails, of taking a 
ho of hands at the nomination of candidates, the 
e,deemed it highly desirable that some 
uld be adopted, whereby the candidates who 

4 the choice of the majority of male adults 
in the district, and generally, in the kingdom at 
arge, should be carried through the constitutional 
poll. e resolutions in question suggested, and in 
art detailed, such a plan, and it was unanimously 

ved that they should be put into our hands, 
with a request that we would take such steps in 
respect to them as might be considered advisable. 
„The present was considered a proper time for 
taking the ‘subject into consideration, and it ap- 
d to us to be the most likely means for calling 
orth che moral energies of the people in furtherance 
of tha chuse of organic reform. The Executive 
Conimittee, in consideration of the great importance 
of the #abject, called a spevial meeting of the members 
of the Council in Birmingham, Who unanimously 
adopted the po ¢ and appointed a committee to 
consider it ih de and report to an early meeting. 

In accordance with the resolution of the Council, 
the sub- committee went fully into the subject, and 
drew up 4 specific resolution on its merits, and in 

their report s d that, if adopted, copies of the 

reédlution d be sent to the members of the 
Oouncilin the country, and the whole case submitted 
for the consideration and approval of the quarterly 

neral meeting of the Union in February then 
— The Council adopted this report, sent 
copies of the resolution as suggested, and called the 
quatterly mecting for the 17th of February inst. 
In reviewing the political history of the country 
ainece the Council presented their last report, there 
appears much to show the necessity of the course 
now recommended to be adopted and carricd out at 
clections. During the parliamentary recess, and 
siice thb present session was opencd, a number of 
new elec Have taken place; und it is worthy of 
particular observation, that while the majority of 
those elections have not been contested at all, when 
a contest did take place a sinaller number of voters, 
in proportion to number on the register, was 
B tor What is termed the liberal candidates, and 

every case without a successful issue. ‘This fact 
would indicate'that the registered electors, as a body, 
are satisfied With things as they are —or that they 
do not consider the returning of one or other of the two 
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great parties who generally appeal to them, worthy | 
t 


of a great struggle—or that the really independent 
electors despair of being able to accomplish any sub- 
stantial good in the present state of the representation. 
This is a painful state of things. To show whither 
it would lead, it is only necessary to state, that 
whereas the majority of the present House of Com- 
mons was returned by considerably less than 200,000 
electors, when the number on the general roll was 
960,000, the majority of the next House of Com- 
mons would be returned by less than 150,000, out of 
a gencral register of upwards of a4fajillion of votes! 
That the people generally are satisfied with the con- 
duct of their present rulers, the Council cannot bring 
themselves to believe. That a change for the better 
will be brought about by the clectors themselves, 
seems hopeless ; and heace it follows, that some 
such plan of operation as the Council have suggested 
becomes indispensable. 

** The necessity of vigorous and independent ac- 
tion on the part of the hon-clectors is further proved 
by the startling fact, that the present government 


have resolved to increase the navy estimates in a 


time of profound peace, by the enormous amount 
of four thousand men, and one million sterling in 
money! A government which could thus act, can- 
not have the sympathy of the people; and a parlia- 
ment which can hear the proposal made with 
scarcely a single exception taken to it, does not de- 
serve their confidence and support. In the session 
of 1843, Mr Williams, one of the members for Co- 
ventry, also showed, in the House of Commons, that 
‘within nine years parliament had added, by its 
votes, forty-two millions sterling to the national 
debt of the country ; within three years, eight mil- 
lions sterling to the taxation of the country; while 
during the two years immediately preceding, the 
gencral expenditure of the country Pal exceeded the 
income by five millions sterling.’ 

„ wo other subjects, to which the attention of the 

jouncil has been directed since their last report, are, 
the attempt to restore to Ireland a domestic parlia- 
ment, and the guilt and inconsistency of the United 
States of America in upholding slavery. With re- 
gard to Ireland, while it was no part of the duty of 
the Council to interfere with the questions of fede- 
ralism or repeal, we felt it incumbent on us to pro- 
test against the suggestion to make the basis of the 
Irish representative system a property qualification, 
and to remind the repealers that they had formerly 
expressed their approbation of the principle that 
man has a right to the suffrage, not because he pos- 
sessed a certain amount of property, but because he 
is a man. The Council have also forwarded an 
carnest remonstrance to the Americans, urging them 
to abolish slavery, and conter the franchise on their 
whole population, irrespective of colour or clime. 
The Council were grieved to find that not only do 
the United States uphold slavery, but make slaves, 
us property, the basis of representation in the slave 
states; and that the greatest crucltics and injustice 
have recently been practised on the persons of a few 
philanthropic citizens, who had aided, or been sus- 
pected of aiding, slaves to escape from the bondage 
of their brother man. ‘These things the Council felt 
to militate against the intcrests of universal freedom, 
and on this ground, as well as for the sake of hu- 
manity, they remonstrated against them. 

In conclusion, the Council are not discouraged 
by the present apathetic condition of the public 
mind on mostly all the great political questions of 
the present day. While they sincercly regret that 
a mote lively watchfulness of the conduct of our 
rulers is not manifested by the community, they 
rejoice in their present contentment, affording, as it 
docs, a living evidence that under such a system of 
representation and administration of goyernment as 
would secure a prosperous condition of trade, the 
people would be peaceful and contented. Under 
the present system of representation, however, 
nothing like permanent prosperity can be antici- 
pated, and the Council despair of seeing any great 
and permanent improvement in the condition of the 
people, until they are fully, fairly, and freely re- 
presented in parliament.” 


The following is the resolution in question :— 
RESOLVED — 


That a time like the present, when the country is free 
from political excitement, is peculiarly favourable for 
the friends of social, religious, and commercial equality, 
maturely to consider and unite on some well-defined 
plan which they will be prepared to carry out at future 
parliamentary elections. 

That the principles of Christian equity clearly entitle 
every man, irrespective of property, to an equal right 
with every other man to the elective franchise. 

That the British constitution declares that ‘ no sub- 
ject of England can be constrained to pay any aids or 
taxes, even for the defence of the realm or the support 
of the government, but such as are itnposed by his own 
consent, or that of his representatives in parliament.”’ 

That this principle is also recognised on the day of 
nomination, when the returning officer decides in favour 
of the candidate whom the majority of the people select; 
but against this decision a poll is generally demanded, 
and a swall majority exercise a power to reverse it, in 
virtue of a property qualification, which the law unjustly 
requares. 

That this Council are of the judgment that no man, 
holding the principles of equal rights, should exereise an 
exclusive privilege, which the law has unjustly conferred 
upon him, by voting against the candidate selected by 
the people, provided the opimon of the majority has 
been teary and distinctly ascertained; though an 
elector may be perfectly justified in withholding his vote 
from a candidate whom he cannot conscientiously sup— 
port, however great the majority might be in his favour. 

That to carry out this principle, it is recommended that 
some practical plan should be adopted, and such consti- 
tutional machinery creeted in connexion therewith, as 
the circumstances of cach case might require; and with- 
out dictating the precise course to be acted on in the 
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respective “districts, the following is earnestly), bro: 


osed ;— a fy ses: Aina Me 
That committees be formed by the inhabitants ih 
every constitueney, composed of electors and non- 
electors. That the duties of such committees be to 
make a complete register of the whole male adults 
within the district; to give all such a card, with their 
name, number, and the stated place and mode of voting 
inscribed thereon; to select fitting candidates, propose 
them at a public meeting (whose decision should be 
final, except where a poll is demanded, in which case it 
would be the duty of the said committees to take imme 
diate measures for facertaining te opinion of the ma- 
jority of the people, which should be ascertain a by 

allot), and carry such as are thus chosen through the 
legal poll. 7 

That when the choice of the people is nullified or dis- 
regarded by the electors, the House of Commons be 
petitioned to withhold all grants of monies until the 
constitutional representatives of the people be permitted 
to take their seats in that house. That, in order to 
carry out this plan, subscriptions be raised by the friends 
of civil, religious, and commercial freedom, to meet the 
necessary expenses in their different localities. 


Mr Henry Hawkes, in an excellent speech, 
moved the adoption of the report, which ‘was se- 
conded by, Mr Jenkinson, and, after a few remurks 
from Mr Masson, was unanimously and cordially 
agreed to. Mr Couxcillon Puy moved the 
mAs of the resolution, which was also most cor- 
dially carried. 

General Nebos. 
FOREIGN. 
AMERICA. rang 

Intelligence fron the United States is of a very 
unpleasant character. The House of Representatives 
had passed, by a majority of 120 to 98, a bill pro- 
Nel by Mr Brown in favour of the annexation of 
Texas. Whether it will pass the Senate is as yet 
doubtful. . , 

The same Mr Brown moved a bill for the becu- 
pation of the Oregon territory, and it appeared that 
the southern and western representatives had con- 
lesced—the former supporting the Oregon occupa- 
tion, on condition that the latter supported the an- 
nexation of Texas. This bill proposes to establish a 
territorial government in Oregon—not such provi- 
sional 8 us the British have for that terri- 
tory, but a real government, with an electoral ma- 
chinery. Some of the speakers in support of the 
project were very bold in defying war with Great 
Britain; which they spoke of as more probable on 
this question than on that of Texas. Even the ve- 
teran (Quincy Adams forgot his usual moderation. 
He declared, that the American claim was too mani- 
fest, and he would consequently recommend, his 
countrymen to “lay on, Macduff.”’ Impelled, or 
reinforced, by this fresh gust of violence, Mr Calhoun 
is said to have broken off negotiations with the Eng- 
lish envoy, and the diplomatic correspondence, up to 
that period, has been ordered to be laid forthwith 
before Congress. The bill providing for the election 
of President and Vice-president on a uniform day 
throughout the Union had received the approval of 
the Senate; who had fixed the first ‘Tuesday after 
the first Monday in November as the day. 

The State of Pennsylvania has not paid the inte- 
rest on its debt due on the Ist inst. 

Rumours from Mexico speak of the defeat and 
capture of Santa Anna, but they need confirmation. 


FRANCE. 

Paris is, according to the journals, overrun with 
hordes of miscreants, murderers, and thieves. On 
Saturday last a considerable military force, placed 
under the direction of three commissaries of police, 
surrounded two public establishments on the Boule- 
vard du ‘Temple—the Café du Puy-de-Déme and the 
Caveau—the haunts of malefactors and receivers of 
stolen goods. Upwards of 200 individuals were ar- 
rested and marched to the Prefecture of Police, in 
20 and 30 at a time, after the commissaries had 
taken down their names and abodes. 


The Journal du Havre announces that Admiral 
Dupetit Thouars is to be appointed to the command 
of a small squadron in the ensuing spring. 

On Wednesday six ministerialists and three mem- 
bers of the opposition were elected by the Chamber 
of Deputies as the committee on the Secret Service 


Money bill. ‘This is considered a triumph for mi- 
nisters. M. Dessaigne, a ministerialist, has been 


appointed secretary to the committee. The debate 
on the bill is expected to commence to-morrow. 


FOREIGN MISCELLANY. 


Cuina.— The Times has now its “ own correspond- 
ent“ regularly established at the town of Victoria 
in Hong-kong; and that writer makes some very 
interesting but by no means encouraging remarks on 
the state and prospects of trade. It is to be feared, 
he says, that much delusion has existed in England 
on the subject. 

Although, ultimately, a new market may be found jor 
English manufactures by the opening of additional ports, 
and the removal of many restrictions and charges, yet, 
in fact, China had previously, through Canton, taken all 
our goods for which there was any demand. Before we 
can hope for any Heportant increase of that demand, 
there must be tune to create among the Chinese a greater 
desire for our manufactures. ga new order of wants; aud 
until this is etlected, this prudent people, who have -but 
little supertlugous to dispose of, will hardly expend that 
little upon gopds which they neither appreciate nor ad- 
mire, simply because they are otlercd for sale at five ports 
on the coastAnstead of one.” “Tt may be well for our 
mercantile Ommunity at home to pause before they take 
it for granted that there are 300,000,000 people allready 
tu receive What we are ready to part with. Let them add 
two other consideratious—tfirst, to iutwoduce new goods, 
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last revolution. 
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r merchants must be 
ts in barter; ſor, if the ae an 8 a . 
trade for opium, we may be assu ey will do so forno 
other product. China is most unfortunately deficient in 
expe rts; and the only obvioud means, therefore, of 
suddenly enlarging the market, is to take more tea and 
towards this consummation, however devoutly desired, 
the first steg must be à reduction of the duty on tea at 
Home from 920 per cent., the present rate, to somethin 
liké wetit. per cent., or Is. per pound instead of 28. 24d. 
Otherwise inercused imports of tea beyond the consump- 
tion ouly lead to a fall in the price, which does not leave 
a siifficiemt margin for the profit of the importer, or indeed 
secure him from fuinous loss sueh as no prudent mer- 
chant would risk. The second point referred to consists 
in the facility with which, in piece-goods and in other 
important articles of commefce, the Americans can 
undersell ws: in lead, they have nearly driven the Eng- 
lish out of the market in cotton goods and ‘ domestics,’ 
they sell at a rate which will scarcely remunerate the 
Euglish manufacturer. Trade is at, present, and has 
hitherto been, heavy in everything but opium.” 


PardAt DU. -A letter from Dresden, Februar 
3, says :—We have to deplore another fatal. duel, 
which has just taken place at Freiburg. One of the 
officers of the gatrison, Lieutenant W——, having, 
at a bull, trod on the foot of a lady who was daricing 
with Count Dembinski, a student at the academy of 
Mines, aged nineteen, and having forgotten to 
apologise fot his awkwardness, was challenged by 
thecount. The weapons were pistols, and the distance 

‘paces. The count grazed the arm of his an- 
tagonist, but the ball of the latter proved mortal, 
striking the count in the heart. He had only time 
to'exclaim: My poor mother!“ when he fell dead. 
The deceased was the son of the late General Dein- 
binski, who commanded thie Polish army during the 

) The mother is still alive. She lost, 
a few weeks back, a daughter, aged eightcen, atid 
has another daughter at present dangerously ill.“ 


Unitep STATES AND CANADA. — An important 
movement has been made, in relation to Canada, at 
Detroit, and in other parts of Michigan. At public 
meetings resolutions have been passed, to the effect 
that, should Texas be annexed, negotiations should 

opened mth England for the purchase of Canada! 

„is thought that this fecling will spread; that it 
will find friends in Canada; and I have been in- 
formed „(on doubtful authority, however) that 
„something of the kind has been thought of in high 
quarters in England.’’— Chronicle, 


The opening of the general Prussian Diet took 
place on the 9th inst. ‘The Cologne Gazette ob- 
serves that the whole of the deputies were prcsent, 
expecting to find in the specch on the occasion 
some allusion to the rumoured intention of giving a 
constitution to Prussia. No allusion of the kind, 
however, Was made. . 


' Anti -Stavery Meetine at Fernanno Po. The 
Anti-slavery Reporter contains u long report of an 
dinti-slavery meeting held at the town of Clarence, in 
the islund of Fernando Po, west coast of Africa, on 
the Ist of August last. It is, we suppose, the first 
anti-slavery mectiug ever held in Africa, the first 
éffort of its class to awaken the energies and sympa- 
14 of Africa itself in opposition to the slave trade. 
Ay it not be the last! 
J if sera Packet Suirs,— The United States 
sailed from, Liverpool on the 27th November, and, 
consequently, has been at sea sixty-four «lays; the 
England sailed on the 2nd Decemb r, and has been 
out fifty-mine. In summer season, or in ordinary 
weather, much anxiety would not exist on account 
of these vessels, but the weather has been unu- 
sully severe, and much, more than usual damage 
done. Several vessels have been dismasted, and one 
ew. ship lost three masts by the force of ond wave 
peaking higher than the maintop. The only chance 
of safety for these vessels is PAYING pat into Fayal, 
or some other port of the Western Isles. As no ves- 
sel Whe arrived from these isles, and as the packet- 
ship Erie was once out of port something like ninety 
days, as well as the Switzerland, these two vessels, 
now missing, may not be entirely given up, although 
hopes of their ever again entering this harbour are 
very small. These ships have large and valuuble 
cargocs, one of them amounting to nearly half a 
millio of dollars. The number of passengers in 
them Was small.—New York Express, Jan. 31. 
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An AvALANCHE.,—A few days ago a great mass of 
the snow which covered the plateau upon the slope 
of the mountain which overhangs the village of 
Molicre, in the Aveyron, fell upon the village, and 
buried four houses with their inhabitants. Several 


of the inhabitants were dug out alive, but eleven 
perished by this disaster. 
METROPOLITAN . 


Sin R. Prev’s FINANCIAL. STATEMENT. — On 
Saturday a very numerous and important meeting 
of delegates from the vestrics of St Marylebone, St 
Pancras, St James's, Westminster; St Ann’s, Soho; 
St Paul's, Covent Garden; and other metropolitan 


: pari took place at the court house, Marylebone, 


or the purpose of considering the financial statement 
of Sir K. Peel, and taking steps to secure a total and 
immediate repeat of the window duties. Most of 
the metropolitan members of parliament had been 
invited to attend. Sir C. Napier, M. P., and Lord 
Duncan, the member for Bath, attended. The lat- 
ter nobleman was particularly cnergetic in urging 
the repea! of the window tax 

He (Lord Duncan) was comparatively unknown in 
parliament, and he knew that in bringing forward a 
motion for the repeal of the window duties he should 
have an up-hill game to fight; but he would tell the 
metropolitan delegates, and he would tell her Majesty's 
ministers, that he had a little bit of the English spirit 
of his ancestors left in him, and that althuugh he might 


charity. It has been too long in, the shade. 
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bparea to tale more Chinese | be beaten a first, second, and even a third time, Ne | demie diseases, there is an 


would never cease his agitation, both in and out of the 
House, until that most obnoxious of all taxes was re- 
pealed {loud cheers}. He called upon the metropolis to 
back him with their petitions; and let the cry for a re- 
peal of this most iniquitous tax ring from one end of the 
kingdom to the other, and he was sure no minister could 
withstand it [hear]. He (the noble lord) had begun, 
and he was determined to go on to the end of the chap- 
ter. He had taken up this subject, and, please God, he 
would stick to it. [Lord Duncan resumed his scat 
amidst long-continued cheering. ] 

Sir Charles Napier followed: 


He (Sir C. Napier) viewed the window tax as an un- 
holy tax altogether, and it ought to have been framed 
by Mr Malthus, for assuredly its object was to send 

ople out of the world as fast as possible (hear, hear]. 

e held in his hand a book which exposed the iniquity 
of this tax, and as an instance, a case was stated where 
a poor fellow had his cellar infested with mice, and be- 
cause lic cut a small hole to allow the cat to get in t 
catch the mice, they surcharged him for it [roars o 
laughter]. As a proof of the necessity of air and venti- 
lation another case was cited, where a canary bird, 
placed in a cage over the heads of two persons sleeping 
in a room, was found dead in the morning. Whenever 
the noble lord brought that question before parliament 
he would be at his side, and not only vote with him, but 
render him every assistance in his power [cheers]. 

He then commented on various features of the 
Premier’s budget. Several delegates having spoken, 
Mr Gomm moved a resolution to the effect, 


“That the meeting having heard with the greatest 
possible satisfation the determination of the noble lord 
the member for Bath, that he should persevere with his 
motion for the repeal of the window tax at the first 
fitting opportunity, notwithstanding the financial state- 
ment of the Premier, pledge themselves to co-operate 
with the noble lord, and support such measure by every 
means in their power.“ 


This, having been seconded, was carried unanimously, 
It was also resolved to prepare petitions for pre- 
sentation to the House of Commons, praying for the 
repeal of the window-tax, and that the ratepayers in 
every city, town, borough, and parish in the king- 
dom, be recommended to pursue a similar course 
fortwith.— On Monday evening the inhabitants of 
St Bartholomew the Great held a vestry meeting to 


adopt a petition urging the repeal of the window- 
tax. 
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Tun Lorn Mayor. — On Sunday morning, the 
Lord Mayor, accompanied by the Lady Mayoress 
and the sheriffs, visited St Barnabas Church, King 
square. The sermon was preached in a very im- 
pressive manner by the meumbent (Mr Hill), for 
the benefit of the Finsbury Dispensary. During 
the service some considerable degree of alarm and 

prehension was occasioned by a person from the 
outside throwing a stone through a window near to 
the pew in which the Lord Mayor sat, which fell 
within a few feet of its intended mark. Several 
other interruptions occurred by persons hallooving in 
at the doors some very unmistakeable allusions to 
the late proceeding; and upon his making his ap- 
pearance to depart, he was received with loud bursts 
of yellings and hootings, ¢midst which he drove off 
in a precipitate manner. 

Orruan Workine Scuoot, Crry Roav.— We 
have been favoured with a copy of a lithographic 
drawing of the building intended to be erected for 
this charity, at Haverstock hill, Hampstead road, 
for the recoption of 240 children. It is in the Italian 
style, combining great simplicity with elegance and 
good taste. In noticing it, we beg to call the atten- 
tion of our readers to this very useful and risi 
As it 
is the only institution of the kind for orphans above 
seven years of age now in the hands of the dissenters, 
this of itself is sufficient to commend it to the atten- 
tion and most hearty support of all our friends. An 
appeal is now before the public for funds for the 
erection of the new building. It appears that the 
income of the charity is amply sufficient to cover all 
the present expenses; and, were the committce con- 
tent to go on at their old jog-trot pace, they need 
not ask the public for support. ey have, how- 
ever, we think very wisely, had an eye to the desti- 
tution beyond their present reach, and determined 
to build for double their present number —- viz., for 
240 children. In order to carry out their plans, it is 
necessary that £14,000, the sum required, should be 
contributed, Two thousand pounds only are at pre- 
sent raised. Annual subscribers are also wanted. 
As the institution is open to candidates from all 
parts of the kingdom, we not only recommend tlie 
charity to the consideration of the wealthy for sup- 
port, but point.it out to them as the medium of as- 
sisting the widow by placing her orphan children 
under the fostering «are of the charity. Ministers 
can greatly aid the charity by directing their congre- 
gations to its benevolent objects, ‘The elections oc- 
cur in the months of April and November in cach 
year. For the next election applications should be 
made without delay. The particulars appeared as 
an advertisement in our last weck’s paper. 


Tue oonrains IN Tuaratcanr Sauake. --On 
Monday a vast number of spectators were attracted 
to Trafalgar square, to witness the erection of the 
concluding portion of the beautiful red granite 
pedestal, which is to support the massive circular 
receiver, or upper portion of the north fountain. The 
materials for the south fountain are on the ground, 
and both will, it is expected, be completed in a few 
days. 

Monrrauity ov ‘tue Mrs The number of 
deaths during the week ending February 8th was 
1,018, the proportion being 510 males to 508 females, 
showing u considerable increase over the average of 
the last tive years, which was 963, 491 being males 
and 172 females. In the first class, including epi- 
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ae of the lat ie feat 
pared with the weekly average of thé ve years; 
33 deaths have — from small- pox, 27 from 
measles, and 34 from scarlatina during the week; all; 
with the exception of 11, being under the one of 15. 
The deaths from diseases of the lungs, including 
bronchitis and asthma, amounted to $36, exce 
the average by 44; and there is an increase in d 
from violence, privation, cold, and ly erin 
the average being 26, but the number ny 

past week are 33. 


DxsTRUCTION OF THE PorTLAND VAS. —On Thirs- 
day an anonymous letter enclosing £3; was received 
at Bow street, being the amount of the fine inflicted 

n the young mah who. broke the Portland ee 
at the British Museum. He was accordingly libe- 
rated. It is stated that the delinquent, who aay 8 
wrong name, is a student in the P of Dub- 
lin, where he, a short time back, entered as © Pen: 
sioner, under the tuition of Mr Aitkins, one of the’ 
junior fellows, and has a brother of some 23 
the same college. He had no business in Lon 
but to spend the vacation and visit the principal 
places in the me lis. As to the amount to 
the prison for his liberation, he dectdres hig total ig- 
norance of the petson who de it to the magis- 
trate, and the persons with whom he lodges seem 
equally surprised at the occurrence. _ | 

Tun PORTLAND Vage.—Sir Henry Ellis states his 
apinion that a possibility still remains of res 
the vase to its pring integrity, by two skilfu 
artists in the employ of the trustees of the Mugeum, 
named Doubleday and Baldock, who have ha 


siderable experience in re-setting the 1 b | 0! 
Greek * Sir Henry Ellis me that the D 

of Portland has expressed to the trustees his con- 
viction *‘ that the breaking of the vase was 8, mi 
fortune against which no vigilance on the 
the officers of the Museum could have guar 
— (lobe, 


Tue Suorurtine Cash. — The findl examination 
of Miss Osborn, who was charged at Queen square 
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police court, on the Ist inst, with stealing a pot 7 
meat, value Is. 6d., from the shop of Mr All m. o 
17, Queen's buildings, Brompton, oil and Italian 
warchouseman, took place on Saturday. The prose- 


cutor and witnesses were bound over to prosecute at 
the next sessions at Middlesex, which commence on 
the 245th inst. Bail was then put in for the lady, 
who left the court with her father, On the opps 
tion of Mr Clarkson, the property found on Miss 
Osborn, excepting that which is the subject of the 
present prosecution, was restored to her. 


Tunce Persons Porsonen.—On Tuesday morn- 
ing, Mr and Mrs Montague, who kept a cheese. 


monger's shop in the Grove-lane, Camberwell, aud 
after ir out two cups of tea, Mrs Monta uc 
drank one almost at a draught. Mr Montague par- 


took of the tea, and complained that there was some- 
thing hot in the teapot, and immediately c ed to a 
young man in the shop to taste the contents of the 
cup. The shopman did as he was desired, and 9— 
culatly said to his mistress that she must have emp- 
tied the pepper-box into the teapot. He drank, 
however, the remainder of the cup. In & shoft time 
after the three were taken ill b N — 
Montugue died in about an hour after breakfast, ati 
her husband at two o'clock. By what means the 
poison got into the teapot is at present a mystery, 
but itis supposed Mrs Montague had put it thert be- 
lieving it to be catbonate of soda, whieh she 178 
to soften the water. It has trans ited that he 
oxalic acid. The shopman is likely to recover. 


Duvavrot Dersrirutron.—A girl, sixteen years 
old, has been found in a loft over a cow-shed at 
Wandsworth, dying of starvation, and covered with 
vermin and filth to a degree too disgusting to be 

escribed. She was removed to the Union-house 
and properly attended, and is now a little better. 
She is the daughter of u gardener; who, she says, 
on recently taking a second wife, turned her out of 
doors. For six days she was without food. 


PROVINCIAL. i 

Souru Wittrs ELxoriox.— The re-election of the 
Right Hon. Sidney Herbert took place at Salisbury, 
on Saturday. ‘There was 10 opposition, A public 
breakfast was given at Wilton house, which was 
numerously attended by freeholders, farniers, and 
others. At twelve o'clock the procession from Wil- 
ton arrived at Salisbury, and on its arrival in the 
murket place it was met by cheers and groans, which 
prevailed for some minutes. Several thousand per- 
sons congregated around the hustings, The formal- 
ity of re-election having been gone through, the 
Right Hon. Sidney Herbert proceeded to address 
the meeting amid mingled cheers and hisses. His 
speech was a very commonplace, unmeaning affair. 
The right hon. member then rejoined the procession, 
which escorted him to the White Hart hotel, where 
he again addressed the electors. A rush was made 
towards the hotel, when the farmers rather roughly 
resisted, which occasioned a fight and other skir- 
mishes ; but order, through the interference of the 
polite, was soon restored. And so, with some fes- 
tivities in the evening, ended the re-clection of the 
Right Hon. Sidney Herbert. 


Rerinvsentation or LEE. On Monday the 
Ion. Henry Fitzroy was 1¢e-clected member for this 
borough without opposition. The proceedings were 
of very little interest. | 

Revvan or tue Marr Tax. On Tuesday last, 
pursuant to public unnouncement, a meeting of the 
tenant farmers, occupiers, and others interested, 
within the hundred of Blything, was held at the 
Angel Inn, Halesworth, Suffolk, when 4 petition to 
remit the duty on malt was unanimously adopted. 


| Sir T. S. Guoch, Bart, was to have presided, but was 
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prevented attending from indisposition. The gentle- 
men present were about 200. The Suffolk Chronicle 
makes the following remarks in reference to this 
meeting: 

The meeting at Halesworth, on Tuesday, was nume- 
rously attended, and it was unanimous upon the objeet 
for which it met. It will probably lead to others of a 
similar description. It was exclusively a tenants’ 
meeting. Not a single landlord E to be pre- 
sent, and much disapprobation was expressed thereat. 
... Mr Cooper, who seconded the adoption of the 
petition at this meeting, let fall a remark or two de- 
serving of attention, considering that he is a great 
stickler for protection, and has the credit of being a 
tory to the backbone. ‘‘ He attended the other day,“ 
said Mr Cooper, a meeting of the society for the Pro- 
tection of Agriculture, held in London, and there he 
heard it generally admitted that the capital of the 
tenant farmer was gradually sliding from under his 
feet. This being the opinion, he considered it their 


fluty to look to their position. They were bound to 
loo 


about them—to regard measures, not men. It was 
no consequence to them if men were ‘ blue,’ or whether 
they were yellow.“ The only other speaker at the 
Halesworth meeting was Mr H. Girling, who soundly 
rated the farmers’ friends for having forsaken them, 
proving the hollowness of their pretensions to that title, 
and broadly hinting that at another election they might 
not calculate upon having the support of the“ indepen- 
dent tenantry of East Suffolk. 

Pzace Society. — The provisional committee for 
forming a Peace society in Birmingham have just 
announced the gratifying fact that discourses will be 
delivered to-morrow evening by most of the dissent- 
ne ministers in town, in proof and illustration of 

proposition, that!“ war is contrary to the spirit 
and beng. of the Christian religion.” This simul- 
tarieous effort is preliminary to a course of lectures 
on the same subject, and in prospect of an organisa- 
tion of all the friends of universal peace. The time 
has come when nothing short of the influence of 
such an organisation will effectually check the 
government in its reckless course of warlike prepa- 
ration and guilt.— Birmingham Pilot. 

Praca Socrety, Toravay.—On Wednesday even- 
ing, the 16th instant, a lecture on the principles of 
the Peace Society was delivered by Mr Rigaud, in 
the independent chapel school room, Torquay. This 
exposition of the evils of war, and its utter inconsis- 
tency with the genius of Christianity, riveted the at- 
tention of a numerous and highly respectable assem- 
bly of visitors and residents in the town and 
neighbourhood. The room, which will hold about 
two hundred, was well filled. Upwards of forty 
signatures were appended to the Peace declaration. 


MANCHESTER CHAMBER or CommERCE. — This 
body held its annual meeting on Monday. Mr 
Richard Birley was voted, by a majority of 31 to 12, 
out of the direction, on the express ground that, 
whereas the chamber had pledged itself repeatedly 
in favour of free trade, Mr Birley had acted as 
chairman of Mr Entwisle’s election committee last 
summer, and had otherwise greatly contributed to 
Mr Entwisle's return to parliament. Another con- 
servative, but thorough free - trader, was put on the 
direction in Mr Birley's stead. 


Rxronu 1N THE ISL or Man.—The reform movo- 
ment in the Isle of Man is still progressing. We 
learn from the Mona's Herald that, on Friday week, a 
deputation waited on his Excellency the Governor, 
to present a memorial to himself, the Council, and 
Keys, and a second to the Queen—praying for an 
alteration in the present mode of electing the House 
of Keys. Mr Rogers, who presented the memorials, 
made the following remarks :— 

The memorial, may it please your Excellency, has 
been signed by more than two thousand seven hundred 
persons, comprising in that number many proprictors 
of land, or those who pay lords’ rent, many officers and 
other gentlemen of independent property, many gen- 
tlemen connected with commerce, and of the remainder 
they are mostly heads of families, and none under 
eighteen years of age; and all resident in the towns of 
Douglas, or Peel, or from the parishes of Onchan, Brad- 
dan, Santan, German, and Patrick. May it please your 
Excellency, the memorialists disclaim being actuated by 
any party or sectarian feeling in signing and presenting 
this memorial; but they claim, as subjects of the 
British crown, and by virtue of that bulwark of British 
liberty, Magna Carta, which conceded to Britons that 
they should not be taxed, neither should laws for their 
government be made otherwise than through their re- 

resentatives—the right of electing the members of the 
House of Keys by a popular constituency. The memo- 
rialists, so far from injuring the constitution of the Isle 
of Man, are most anxious to strengthen it; they wish 
the members of the House should, in fact, represent 
the people of this island, &c., &c. 

The memorial to her Majesty is signed by 5261 
persons. 

Discrritine AT Oxrorp Universiry.—A circum- 
stance which occurred a few days ago in Christ 
Church 14 * has been the subject of much con- 
versation in Oxford. A large party of young gen- 
tlemen, members of the college, were discovered by 
the censors in the act of gambling, and for very high 
stakes. The discovery took place between two and 
three o’clock in the morning, when the censors en- 
tered the room where the party were, and, as their 
presence was not perceived by the young men, they 
saw and heard sufficient to justify them in their 
proceeding, The next morning four of the young 
men (one of them a nobleman) were rusticated, and 
three of them expelled. Two of the latter had pre- 
viously been rusticated. The sequel of the affair 
does not 5 much for the discipline of the college. 
On the night after the expulsion, or rather at one 
o'clock in the morning, a large body of the students 
sallied from their several rooms, each with a torch 
and a bundle of faggots, and in the course of a few 
minutes a large bonfire (formed of the furniture of 
the seven young men) was blazing in the centre of 


the Peckwater quadrangle. The censors looked on 
powerless. On the following night the doors of the 
rooms of all the heads of the college were painted 
red. On the dean’s door there was a figure of a 
bear, with the inscription, ‘* Ursa major. Other 
doors were painted with similar devices. The whole 
college is disordered and disorganised in consequence 
of these proceedings. There are many opinions 
afloat in the university with respect to the severe 
measure adopted by the dean. e public are not, 
perhaps, generally aware that expulsion from the 
university closes, to the young man who has suffered 
the disgrace, the honourable professions, In fact, 
the consequences of an early fault of this kind may 
follow a man through life.— Times. 


All the cotton mills at Heywood in Lancashire 
have stopped work, in consequence of a strike of the 
workmen for increased wages. At Bury a great 
number of the power-loom fustian weavers, mill- 
wrights, moulders, machine makers, &c., have ceased 
work for the same reason. 


Treat Given To OLD Men,—On Tuesday we had 
an opportunity of seeing the most pleasing sight we 
ever remember to have witnessed, namely, twenty- 
eight old men, all above the age of 80 years, dining 
together at the house of Mr R. Woolley, the Navi- 
gation inn, Ashton. The dinner was given by Mr 
Woolley and a few friends, in celebration of the 
birth-day of Mr John Haigh, who had on that day 
arrived at the good round age of 88 years. So great 
was the desire to see the old men all sit down to- 
gether ut dinner, that it was with difficulty persons 
could be kept back from encroaching upon the room 
allotted to the guests; and during the whole of the 
afterpart of the day the house was crowded by per- 
sons anxious to have a view of what may be con- 
sidered the finest sight this neighbourhood ever pro- 
duced. The company were highly entertained by 
the old man Haigh, who gave the particulars of his 
family; and amongst other things, said that he had 
lived with his father and mother upwards of seventy- 
five years, and that they both worked when their 
united ages amounted to 182 years.— Manchester 
Times. [Their united ages amounted to 2324 !] 


Mystekiovs OccukRENCE,—On Monday afternoon 
last, a most mysterious and singular occurrence took 
place in Sutton, Macclesfield, at the house of a per- 
son named Smith. As the domestics were engaged 
about the house, a strange rushing kind of noise, 
though not very loud, was heard near the fireplace, 
and immediately the house was filled with smoke 
and soot; the furniture was seen to move, as from a 
violent shock; some shelves fastened to the wall 
were torn off and thrown to the ground, and some 
earthenware placed upon them was broken to pieces. 
The most strange part of all, however, is, that when 
the smoke had subsided, the door of the oven was 
found to be broken off by the hinges, and lying in 
several 4 on the floor; no part of it appeared to 
be fused, but all seemed to be shattered like glass or 
any other brittle substance. A woman and some 
children were much bruised; but such was the sur- 
prise and confusion of the moment, that they are 
unable to tell whether they were hurt by substances 
striking them, or by some invisible agency. One of 
the children’s faces appeared as though it had been 
pricked in several places by a pin. A strong smell 
of sulphur was also observed. A bakehouse on the 
opposite side of the street was discovered, in the 
course of the same afternoon, full of smoke, from 
some unknown cause, and a strong smell of sulphur 
was observed there also. The day was very foggy, 
and we have spoken to several persons living in the 
neighbourhood, who saw a flash of lightning about 
the time these singular occurrences took place. It 
seems, therefore, highly probable that they were 


caused by the agency of electricity.— Macclesfield 
Chronicle, 


A coroner's jury have brought in a verdict of 
‘‘ wilful murder“ against a wretched woman named 
Jane Crosby, living at the village of Lammonby, in 
Cumberland, for having burned alive her own child, 
a little girl between seven and eight years old. The 
woman is of a dissolute character, and a drunkard. 


Tun Mripranp RAILWAV.—In consequence of the 
late accident on this railway, we understand that 
several alterations and additions have been made in 
the staff of servants employed by the company. 
Two additional porters have been engaged at the 
Nottingham station; and at Beeston the boy has 
been removed, and his place supplied by a man. 
At Attenborough, since the gates were smashed by 
the London down train, the woman who had the 
care of them has been discharged, and a man also 
appointed there. The number of servants is there- 
fore now precisely the same as it was before the 
amalgamation.— Nottingham Journal. 


Cours on A RAULWANT. -A very alarming col- 
lison occurred on the Brandling Junction railway on 
Tuesday night. The cight o’clock train from Gates- 
head to Sunderland approached Felling station, 
when the speed of the train was slackened ; but, be- 
fore the train reached the station, a smart shock was 
felt by the passengers ; who were thrown from their 
seate and a gencral rush was made to get out of the 
carriages—the women screaming, and the men in a 
state of bewilderment. ‘The railway is undergoing 
repair at this part, so that there is only one line in 
operation for a short distance; a long luggage train 
was coming in the opposite direction, from Brockley 
Whins, and was in the act of leaving the one line 
and crossing on to the other, where the repairs are 
finished, when the passenger train ran plump into 
the waggons next the engine; which were thrown 
off the line, piled one above another, and scattered 
on all sides by the shock, ‘The engine of the pas- 
senger train was much broken, and a large rent 


made, through which the fire tumbled on the 
ground; and a general cry that the engine would 
burst added greatly to the prevailing consternation, 
every one endeavouring to get as far from it as possi- 
ble. A few slight bruises was the extent of the 
bodily injury sustained by the passengers. 


-. Duanorica, Miscuisr. — An attempt has been 
made to alter the setting of the switches on the 


Maryport and Carlisle railway, near the Wigton 
station, apparently with the intention of causing a 
collision between the trains passing to and from 
Carlisle. Fortunately, the circumstance was dis- 
covered in time to prevent any calamity.—Carlisle 
Patriot, 


Serious Coach Acctpent.—The Brighton Herald 
states, that as the Defiance, Portsmouth and Brighton 
four-horse coach, was proceeding on its * 
Thursday, the horses took fright as they were about 
to enter Arundel, and galloped through the narrow 
streets of that town at a tremendous rate, ultimate 
dashing out of Farrant street, fronting the Norfo 
Arms, across the intervening road, clearing the 
stable gate with the fracture only of a splinter-bar, 
entering the yard at full speed, and not being able 
to stop themselves, ran into a shed at the other ex- 
tremity of it, against the roof of which the coach- 
man was catried with great force, and was immedi- 
ately struck off by a blow on the breast. Fortunately, 
there was some little space between the beam and 
the roof of the coach, or he must have been crushed 
between them, and the pro of the coach was 
also arrested by the pole sticking against the wall. 
Mr Loveridge, draper, of Brighton, who was sitting 
by his side, stooped so as to avoid a concussion 
which must have been fatal to him, and escaped 
with a slight blow on the head, but his hat was 
crushed to pieces; he clung to the iron rails of the 
coach. His fellow-passenger, who was sitting be- 
hind, was thrown off by the concussion, and was 
much injured. The two inside passengers escaped 
without injury. The coachman is less injured than 
was at first supposed, and is pronounced out of 
danger. It appears that her Majesty and Prince 
Albert were exposed to great danger by the above 
occurrence. The royal party (says the same paper) 
were on the way to Arundel at the time, and had 
scarcely passed the Norfolk Arms—not by more 
than two or three minutes—when the coach came 
dashing at a tremendous rate across the road which 
had just been traversed by the royal equipage. A 
minute or two earlier on the part of the coach, or 
later on the part of the royal carriage, and a collision 
must have taken place, the consequences of which 
are too appalling for the mind calmly to picture to 
itself. 

Po1soNING THROUGH CARELESSNESS, — Markey, u 
hatter at Burnley, has been killed by taking arsenic 
instead of 8 dana any of the 15 
were sold to Markey, ignorantly and negligently, 
Mr Heaton senior, the father of a An at Burn. 
ley, in his son’s absence, instead of arrow-root, 
mnt bg was wanted. Two other sons were also 
served with arsenic. On young Mr Heaton’s return 
the fearful mistake was discovered, and means im- 
mediately taken to prevent ill effects; in two cases 
the arsenic had not been touched, but Markey had 
swallowed an ounce of it, and he soon after died. 
A verdict of Manslaughter has been returned 
against Mr Heaton senior, and Curl, a shop boy. 


Tue Late Suarpwrecks AT YARMOUTH.—We are 
highly gratified to have to announce the receipt of 
the sum of £20 from her Most Gracious Majesty the 
Queen, in aid of the fund for the relief of the widows 
of the beachmen who lost their lives, on the 26th of 
January, in endeavouring to save the crew of a brig 
lost on the Scroby sand; and that the Selby Insu- 
rance company has forwarded £20 towards the fund 
for relieving the bereaved widows and orphans of 
the beachmen who were lost on the 26th ult., and 
for rewarding those who survive. Lord Francis 
Egerton has sent £10. We believe the subscription 
list amounts to about £700.— Suffolk Chronicle. 


EXTRAORDINARY Deatu,—On Thursday , 

a most desperate attempt to escape from the Chan- 
dos House gaol, in Bath, was enacted by a con- 
firmed robber, well known in this county by the 
name of James Thomas, he having, in his en- 
deavours to elude the ends of justice, absolutely set 
fire to the cell in which he was confined, and which 
speedily terminated his career by suffocation. An 
inquest was held on the body of the unhappy wretch 
last evening, before Mr English, the city coroner, 
and the following are the most important con- 
nected with this awful occurrence :—On Tuesday he 
was examined before the magistrates, on suspicion 
of having committed a series of robberies in the 
neighbourhood of the city, and was remanded till 
this day for further evidence. On Thursday morn- 
ing, as Brenton (one of the constables) was pro- 
ceeding to the cell to call him, he discovered smoke 
issuing from the crevices of the door. On breaking 
open the door, he discovered the wretched man 
lying on the floor, quite dead, a shocking spectacle. 
n order to gain his escape, he had ripped open the 

mattress on which he slept, taken out the straw and 
laid it close under the door, so as to burn it away, 
a quantity of which burnt was found strewn about 
the floor. On examining the body of the prisoner, 
which presented a shocking appearance, the entire 
scalp was found to be beaten apparently off, Mr 
Cox, the surgeon of the gaol, stating in his evidence 
that that injury was no doubt effected by his knock- 
ing his head — the floor, when suffering from 
the noxious effluvia of the burning straw, which 
must have affected his senses, and ultimately auf- 
focated him. IIe had torn up his counterpane in 
2 and firmly secured each link of his irons from 
clinking together, so that in the event of the door 
being burned away, he could not have been heard 


a ew 


1845. ] 


walking along the passages of the prison. He had 
also, vo facili te kis escape, got the lower part of 
his irons up to his knees, and had so secured them 
to his braces as to prevent their slipping down. The 
evidence bei conclusive, that he must have 
fired his cell in order to further his escape, the jury 
returned a verdict to that effect, adding that suffo- 
cation was no doubt the cause of death. — Observer. 


IRELAND. 

We have just heard, that the grant to Maynooth 
is to be increased to £28,000 a-year, and the college 
and establishment to be kept in repair at the public 
expense, The restrictions and regulations which 
are to accompany this enormous increase are so ludi- 
crous, that, solemn as the subject is, we can scarcely 
refrain from smiling while we announce them. 
Three additional visitors are to be appointed !— 
Dublin Evening Mail. 


New PRESBYTERIAN CoLLEGE.—The contributions 
towards the building of the new presbyterian col- 
lege are proceeding‘ most satisfactorily. Already 
from forty-two contributors a sum of £2,500 has 
been realised, besides £500 more in smaller sums, 
making in all £3,000. Concurrently with this 
movement, a deputation is at present in London, to 
solicit from her Majesty’s government an endow- 
ment for the proposed college, The matter is un- 
dertaken in good earnest, and there can be no doubt 
that Ulster will ere long possess a college for the 
education of the future ministry of the presbyterian 
church.— Derry Standard. 


Dusuin Universiry.—THE GoyernMENT.—I have 
learned, from a good source, that a correspondence 
is in progress between Sir Robert Peel and the Board 
of Trinity College, respecting the opening of the 
university to Roman catholics and 8 and 
the adoption of such changes in its constitution as 
would enable those classes to become fellows, 
scholars, and professors. The result is not known, 
but it is stated that objections have been started 
which may induce the Premier to abandon his pro- 
ject.— Correspondent of the Chronicle. 

Curtous CoALrriox.— A meeting was held on 
Thursday afternoon in Dublin, upon the call of the 


Lord Mayor, for the purpose of devising means to 
promote the manufactures of Ireland. At one 


‘o'clock the Lord Mayor, at the request of Mr Daniel 


O’Connell, took the chair. The requisitionists were 
almost all Roman catholics and repealers. The Lord 
Mayor opened the proceedings, and Mr M‘Nevin 
proposed a resolution in furtherance of the objects of 
the meeting. Then the Kentish Fire was heard, 
and the repealers welcomed with delight the noto- 
rious Orangeman, Mr Tresham Gregg. Mr'lresham 
an amendment to Mr M Nevin. The 
angemen, he said, should be conciliated hear, 
aed He was identified with the orange, but he 
Joved the green [hear]. He loved his own emerald 
land; he knew no country to be compared with it“ 
fcheers]. He concluded by proposing an amend- 
ment, which declared that the blessing of Provi- 
dence could only be obtained by the medium of true 
religion ; and further recommended that the mecting 
ahould use its exertions to have that religion set up 
and maintained which was proved to be true. A Mr 


Hand witch seconded this amendment, which was 


put from the chair and negatived. 
speech gave no offence whatever: quite the con- 
trary. O'Connell appeared on the platform, and 
commenced with a most glowing eulogium on Mr 
Greggs speech. He was delighted to hear him, 
and, let him hereafter do what he might, he (Mr 
O'Connell) would never quarrel with him [hear, 
hear]. Oh, it is because we did not know each 
other before that we were not the best friends. The 
* has been playing us against each other.“ 

Gregg— They are a contemptible set [laughter]. 
Mr O’Connell—I have no great respect for them my- 
self, but when your protestant turns agitator, he al- 
ways goes further than we do [a laugh]. After 
some further business a committee was appointed, 
to whom the whole affair is referred. Mr Gregg and 
Mr O'Connell are now the best friends possible. 


There is no doubt that Dr Murray will be imme- 
diately raised to the rank of cardinal, to reside at 
Rome. This fact, which had been rumoured for 
some days, last week appeared as a fact in a letter 
in the Dublin Monitor. 

Tur New Poor Law.—A troop of the 2d dragoon 

uards marched from Athlone for Mount Bellew on 
ednesday, in aid of the civil power, to collect poor 
rates in the union of Ballinasloe. A company of the 
34th regiment of 60 rank and file, consisting of a 
captain, two subalterns, three sergeants, one drum- 
mer, under the command of a field officer, also 
marched from Athlone this day for Mount Bellew, 


to collect poor rates in the union of Ballinasloe.— 
Dublin paper. 


Mr Gregg’s 


SCOTLAND. 

Sorrex 1n Honour or Jonx Dunvop, Esa., Epix- 
BuRGH.—On the evening of Wednesday last, John 
Dunlop, Esq., of Brockloch, was entertained at a 
social meeting, in the Temperance hotel, Nicolson 
street, by the members of the Edinburgh Voluntary 
Church Association, Councillor Cruikshanks was 
called to the chair, who, in a long and able address, 
dilated on the great merits of their honoured guest, 
and on his unwearied and his efficient services in the 
cause of civil and religious freedom. Mr pee 
was brought up in connexion with the Scottis 
establishment, and for some time his ardent. mind 
led him to take an active part with those church- 
men who sought to make such improvements on the 
state church as in their opinion would render it 
more acceptable to the people. But the progress of 


’ Scriptural and enlightened views at home, and his 


1 
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opened his eyes to the truth and importance of the | 


voluntary 


rinciple. He had, therefore, set him- 
self most 


evotedly to the work of advancing this 


great cause, and few men had made greater per- : 
sonal sacrifices than he had done in its advocacy | 


and support. On this account, as well as for his 


and respect of all the friends of good government 
and social order. The meeting was afterwards ad- 
dressed by several clergymen, members of the 
town council, and others who have taken a dee 
interest in the 2 of voluntaryism, an 
the unanimous feeling seemed to be, that the time 
was come when strenuous efforts should again be 
put forth to enlighten the public mind on the un- 
scriptural nature and pernicious consequences of 
church establishments, in order that the community 
at large might be roused to seek their entire over- 
throw. The policy of Sir Robert Peel, in his pro- 
2 attempt to bribe the Roman catholic priest- 

ood by additional grants of money for educational 

urposes, was thoroughly exposed and warmly con- 

emned. A public meeting, to give expression to 
theopinion of the voluntary An of Edinburgh, 
is to be held forthwith, and several influential gentle- 
men have already agreed to take part in its pro- 
ceedings. 


The British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society have 
published a forcible address to the committee of 
the abolitionists of the United States of America.“ 
The pressure of our parliamentary news prevents its 
insertion in our columns this Week. 


Tur INIT PrespyreriAns.—A deputation, rela- 
tive to the Irish Presbyterian church, had an inter- 
view with Sir Robert Peel on Saturday. [We hope 
the subject was to signify that, rather than consent 
to the increase of the Maynooth grant, they would 
relinquish the regium donum. | 


Mituwork AND Macninery.—On Monday a re- 
turn, printed on the motion of Mr Cardwell, the 
secretary of the treasury, was issued, giving an ac- 
count of the declared value of all millwork and 
machinery exported from the United Kingdom in 
each quarter of the years 1841, 1842, 1843, and 1844. 
The declared value of millwork and machinery ex- 
ported from the United Kingdom in the year ended 
the 5th of January, 1842, was £551,361; in the year 
ended the 5th of January, 1843, £554,653 ; in the 
year to the Sth of January, 1844, £713,474 ; and in 
the year ended the 5th of January last, to £773,187 ; 
showing an increase on every year in the value of 
millwork and machinery exported. 


The committee on baths and washhouses, after a 
month's consideration, have selected the plan of Mr 
P. P. Baly, as the best of twenty-two which were 
submitted to them in competition. 


We understand that our townsman Mr Napier has 
been commissioned by government to build an iron 
frigate for the navy, of 1,800 tons burden; and that 
Mr Napier is about to do so at his new and extensive 
works at Govan, near Glasgow. This will be the 
first frigate built on the Clyde.—Glasgow Gazette. 


Tut Marquis oF WEsTMINSTER.—We regret to 


most precarious state, indeed so as to cause the 
greatest unxiety to his family. At the beginning of 
the week apprehensions were entertained that the 
severity of the attack would lead to an immediate 

fatal result; but on Wednesday he rallied. He 

Ee a good night on Wednesday night, and was 
etter yesterday.—Chester Chronicle. 

Mr Bensamin Woop, M.P.—In answer to in- 
quiries made on Monday, it was stated that the 
honourable member continues in the same state, 
without the manifestation of any visible change. 


Tue GoverRNon-GENERAL OF THE Canapas.—The 
latest account of the state of Lord Metcalfe’s health 
presents a marked improvement, as compared with 
the discouraging statements which have latterly 
reached England.— Britannia. 


We understand that the committee of the Protes- 
tant Association have it in contemplation to hold 
public meetings for the purpose of adopting petitions 
to parliament against the increased grant to May- 
nooth.— Chronicle. 


More Missionaries TOM Taniti.—Messrs Joseph 
and Moore have arrived in London, accompanied by 


their wives and children. They came by the Chim- 
borazo, direct from Valparaiso, and landed at Holy- 
head, where Mr Joseph preached to the independent 
congregation. ‘They bring no new intelligence re- 
ee the state of things at Tahiti, as they left 

island at the same time as Messrs Jesson and 
Howe, whose arrival in this country we referred to 
about a fortnight since. 

Louis PIII IE AT Home.— When the dinner hour 
arrives, the King likes every one to sit down to table, 
and the meal is begun without him. He dresses 

during the first course, and makes his appearance at 
the second; he then dines. He eats a little and 
very fast, he takes a cup of tea, and is the first to 
leave the table, without disturbing his guests. After 
dinner the conversation is introduced by several 
members of the royal family; they speak a little of 
everything and of every body—the tine arts, anec- 
dotes, failures, marriages; in fact, it is a conversa- 
tion lively and serious at the same time—the con- 
versation of a well-regulated family, who know that 
every word which falls from such a high source may 
prove one of life or death. ‘The Queen and princesses 
are generally employed in embroidery, for the pro- 
motion or encouragement of some work of benevo- 
lence. ‘There is not to be found anywhere a private 
| gentleman's house more replete with comfort and 


elegance than is the palace of the King of the French. 


| Queen’s speech, regarding Irish 
exertions to extend the suffrage, and promote total Queen’s spee garding Irish endowments, is 


abstinence, he was entitled to the lasting gratitude | civil and religious, involved in the es 


| practi 


| crings at . 
ple-hearted and bland Sir James or in the coroneted 


state that this venerable nobleman is at present in | 


Correspondente. 


THE FREE CHURCH AND THE VOLUNTARY 
PRINCIPLE. | 
To the Editor of the Nonconformiet. 


Sin—The course of events, shadowed forth in the 


to afford some demonstration of the error, 

—— 
ple. Many r will not yield to abstract essay- 
ists, may have truth unwillingly forced on them by the 
consequences of the system on which they have 
set their affections. Allow me to express my concur- 
rence with you on the position of the voluntary question 
in its absorbing importance, In the tardiness of its 
triumph, it seems as if it were one of those great truths 
which relies upon its own intrinsic worth, and acquires 
its development by the successive failure of the systems 
of error which are offered as its substitutes. As we 
believe it to be sound, we should always be on the alert 
to watch its encounter with ascendant institutions. 
Perhaps a few desultory observations, one way or other 
connected with this question, may suit you at . 
If state religion is showing its inherent unsoundness in 
the clashing contradictions which its intended extension 
in Ireland is about to evolve, so, in Scotland, in a leas 
imposing and somewhat varied way, its recognition by a 
large class of religionists is affording a- similar exem- 
plification. 

The Free church is now rising above the countless 
difficulties which beset it after the memorable disrup- 
tion. During the earlier stages of its history, it had to 
contend with privations of every kind, and, it might be 
said, had for months to maintain its existence by 
bivouacking in the open air. Aristocratic tyranny 
to crush it; yet, despite all opposition, it has surmounted 
its difficulties in the main, and now affords one of the 
most splendid illustrations of the elasticity and vigour 
of the willinghood principle. Proud of its triumphs, it 
essays to stand forth as the new evangelist of the coun- 
try; but, with all its vigour of tread, what but it should 
be seen that its vulnerable heel should be this identical 
question of voluntaryism. As you are aware, air, there 
was one exception to mar the disinterestedness and gelf- 
sacrifice of the disruption—and even that may have been 
honestly held—which consisted in the recognition of the 
right of the civil magistrate in matters of religion. This 
unhappy defect was bewailed by no one more than your- 
self. 1 will give an illustration of the results of such a 
tenet. The Jedburgh Free church presbytery have been 


delivering, successively, a series of lectures on the errors 


of Puseyism, and the more flagrant dogmas of episcopacy 
nella, which have displayed a learning and ability 
high! creditable to the body. These men steadfastly 
hold by the principle of magisterial interference, yet they 
have been making a deliberate assault upon doctrines 


| which, in the main, have received the seal and signet of 
the civil magistrate in the same country under whose 


government they live—doctrines which are stamped 
with authority, even to the seizure of other men’s goods, 
of the civil magistrate. That heaven-born functionary— 
wherever his personality may be found, whether in the 
royal perpetrators of imitations of Mameluke massa- 

3 the Machiavellian Peel—in the sim- 


fishmonger—is not to be arrayed in the san benito of 
heresy now, nor are the“ damnable errors of Lambeth 
to be compelled to cry, Why shake your go locks at 
me?“ since they are the profegés of so kindly “ nursing 
fathers and nursing mothers.” Sir, do not the state- 
church views of the Free church involve a stultification ? 
It appears to me to be the same as in the Punch and 
Judy pantomime; it is one and the same hand which 
moves the string and stirs the household squabbles. So 
long as such a clause is held as a standard, does not the 
Free church, with all its chivalrous onslaughts, expose 
itself to contradictione and side-thrusts ? 

Another evil consequence of this clause, is in its per- 
petually tempting them to have recourse to the protec- 
tion of their old task-masters. As the author of Con- 
ingsby tells us, ‘‘ Agitation” is the baneful feature of 
the “new generation.“ Seeds of all kinds have been 
sown broad-cast, whatever the crops may be—whether 
peaceful fields of yellow harvest or armed men. Among 
others who have gone forth to sow” is a sogialixt 
female lecturer. Her approach towards the capital of 
Scotland—and orthodoxy too, has been heralded with 
trepidation, chiefly by the Free church press. She may 
be a charlatan—her stock of wares may be the veriest 
rubbish, as I believe they are, but surely the adventur- 
ous woman may be allowed a place to stand on among 
others. It is needless answering Pilate’s question, by 
chasing her like a bear let loose to a barred and bolted 
den. Not so thinks the Witness—the confidential or 
of the Free church. It opens up a long fire of small 
shot, and concludes by recommending her “as a clear 
case for the civil magistrate!’ Send for the milling- 
tary, as Noah Claypole cried, when he lay prostrate 
under the clenched fist of Oliver Twist. And this comes 
of all the buffets—and the sore lessons which the Free 
church party have learned in the school of adversity ! 
Surely something of the spirit of the apothegm that 
nations never learn by experience“ exists still. There 
has been proposed by a Glasgow Free-church association 
a movement during the present session, to petition par- 
liament to interpose its authority against the persecution 
of the Duke of Buccleuch (a cabinet minister—a magis- 
trate—and therefore heaven-born), on his refusal to grant 
sites to his tenantry in the district of Canonby, Yarrow, 
Ke. Will the House of Commons not be apt, if Lane 
Fox will supply it, to quote a text from John viii. 6, in 
reply, though little given to the habit—or will the Duke 
have nothing to say about! tweedledum and tweedledee? 
** Pity tis, tis true,“ to find a persecuted class gaspin 
for freedom one moment, and belching intolerance an 
persecution at another. But what does it teach upon all? 
—the doctrine of fair play the abolition of all protect- 
ing duties, and the liberty to know, to utter, and to 
argue freely.“ Doesn't the sun shine and the rain fall 
upon the just and the unjust; and if all other n 
should fail, may not catholic hints be read from them 
When nonconformists make their grand remonstrance to 
some future parliament—guided by the counsels of the 
Anti-state-church association, may they have learned the 
perfect principle of religious and civil equality, 

„Thrice is he armed,-who hath his quarrel just.“ Sir, 
many of the foregoing remarks are a twice-told tale, 
but everybody knows that it is only by incessant dinning 
that the ear of unbelief or indifference gives attention. 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. — 


EVERYBODY'S COLUMN. 
The Bank of England is lending, money at 24 per 


+ interest. N 
el Manchester Fare for public parks, &c., 
is now over £30,000, and is equivalent to onc of 2s. 
each from every man, woman, and child in the com- 
mumity, assuming the population to be 300,000. 

At me last meeting the Edinburgh town 
council, a pétition from the hangman was referred to 
a committee, to inquire and report whether he had a 
tifle to a r seat in the high church. 

A Pertinent Question.—‘‘ We were all children 
once, my déars.’* “La! ma, then who took care of 


0 
pil 154 ese, whether called ripe or rotten, is 
1 for o. for maggots, but totally unfit for man. 
t eontains no nutriment; has no digestive power, 
as has been erroneously supposed; and is only cal- 
culated to render the breath and body offensive.— 
Parry on Diét, 

The Midland railway directors have presented 
£1,109 to Mr Roberts, of Snenton, as some compen- 
sation for the loss of his leg, by the late railway 


* Neat Nottingham. — 

. Novet. Appress.—The following singular address 
appeared on a letter which passed through the Pres- 
ton post office the other day: Name not known. 
To the hair-dresser who received an umbrella to 
mend, Jan. 15, in Friargate, Preston.“ 

Mis Martin, an infidel teacher, has been “ mob- 
ded in the streets of Edinburgh. The papers call 
her an“ Abandoned creature,” but say nothing of 
the unchristian conduct of the people who treated 
her with violence. The early ‘Christians ‘were 
— mobbed,’’ and their persecutors are justly con- 
demned ; as every persecuting Christian should be. 

The booksellers of Glasgow have agreed to close 
their places of business in future, on Saturday, at 
fivé ‘o’elock in the afternoon, and to continue the 
same 1 succeeding Saturday during the entire 
year. ‘Hitherto the custom has only been to shut at 
the same hour during the summer months. 

SAvE ME FROM. MY F'RIENDS.—The Morning Jost 
says :—‘* If only one Cobden had been found among 
our county members, the great agricultural interest 
of England would not have been at this moment, as 
Mr Cobden truly proclaims it to be, down in the 


p chase af twenty- three houses, within the borough 
of. Rochdale, which qualify them for being put on 
the county register nextJuly. This weck the names 
of the streets, in which these houses are situated, 
have been put up in large characters. They are 
the following: —“ Bright street, ** Cobden street, 
„League street, and Crawford street.“ - Manches- 
ter Guardian. 

Macsetn Au vn Mrsunmtsu. It is chiefly by tlie 
thunids that the fluid escapes from the mesmeriser, 
and ig communicated to the mesmerisee ; a fact 
which induces us to believe that mesmerism was 
on the black arts practised by the witches in 
Macbeth, who, when they each exclaimed — 

By the pricking of my thumbs, 

Something wicked this way comes, 
were no doubt en vapport with the ‘Thane of Glamis. 
George Cruikshank's Table Book. 


A French translator, mentioning the favourite 
supper dish of Welsh rabbit, renders it literally by 
the words, un lapin du pays de Galles.’’ Ie adds 
also in a note, that the wild rabbits of Wales have a 
peculiarly fine favour, which makes them be uncom- 
monly relished throughout Great Britain. ‘The 
same’ writer translates the Independent Whig (an 
Entiglish paper) into La Peruke Independent.“ 

SpEAM, CoLiigRs,—In consequence of the success 
of the Great Britain, we are enabled almost confi- 
dently to state, that certain influential parties in the 
— interest have already formed a Steam Col- 
lier Company, and, the more effectually to carry out 
their objects, have determined, contingent on the 
approval of Mr Smith, to build several vessels, con- 
5 erably larger than the Great Britain, and to be 
fitted like her with screw propellers! The vessels 
are intended for the coal trade, but to be capable of 
fing cgnyerted into men of war, if that object should 
he desirable.— Mining Journal. 

Toasts AND SENTIMENTS FOR LANDLORDS AT AGRI- 
cunTURAL Mererinas.—The Agricultural Labourer! 
—at seven shillings a week. The Hobnailed Shoe ! 
and may the wearer never kick at starvation. The 
Smock Frock and its Tatters!—to which we owe 
our rents. Success to the Farmer! —and the benefit 
of it to the landlord. The Landed Interest!—a 
thousand per cent. on the land's produce. Order, 
Economy, and the Workhouse! The Preservation 
of Game, and the Gaol !— Punch. 

Sr Srernen's on a Quieksany.—It seems that the 
new houses of purliament are built on a quicksand, 

‘which, says the‘account, “ has a tendency to change 
es and shift itself.“ 

embers shifted and changed places last session, on 
the very same questions, we do not think a better 
eundation could have been selected for them to de- 
liberate upon. IIenceſortli our legislators will be 
able to.shift on the best of grounds. It would read 


Last month, forty-seven Leaguers completed the 
e 


rather strangely, though, if the evening papers ended . 


their parliamentary report, some stormy afternoon, 


an intimation that the House was “ left shift- | 


ing,“ for the quicksand might shift the house, little 
by little, right into the middle of the Thames. But 
we have one consolation, whilst Mr Pattison is in the 
house, it will require no small power to move it.— 
Puneh, 

Philip Henry said, I find it much easier to go six 
miles to hear a sermon, than to spend one quarter of 
an hour in meditation upon it, and praying over it 
in secret when I come home.“ 


Considering how often the | 


4 


' 
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Literature. 


A Memoir of the Rev. John Elias. Bx EpWaRD 
Mona, M. A., Vicar of Syston, Leicestershire. 
With an Introductory Essay, by the Rey. J. K. 
Foster, late President of Cheshunt College. 


12mo. pp. 216. Jones, Liverpool; and Hughes, 
London. 


WITHIN the last five years the evangelical dis- 


| senters of the Principality have sustained severe, 


and we fear irreparable, ministerial losses. ‘The 
independents haye Jost Williams, of Wern; the 
baptists, Christmas Evans; and the Calvinistic 
methodists, John Elias. Each of the three was 
the leading man and most popular preacher in his 
own denomination. With the exception of a few 
years spent by Evans at Caerphilly and Caerdaff, 
the three exercised their ministry in North Wales, 
of which Williams and Elias were natives ; and it 
is to their exertions, under the blessing of Provi- 
dence, that we must in ‘a great measure attribute 
the present, prosperous state of religion in that 
part of the Principality. These three ministers 
were remarkable men, but had very little in com- 
mon with each other. The points of resemblance 
were circumstantial rather than mental. Elias and 
Evans were self-taught men, and though Williams 
enjoyed academic advantages, he was too far ad- 
vanced in life, and too uneducated when he entered 
the North Wales Academy, to be expected to make 
any considerable progress in classical learning. 
There was more resemblance between Williams 
and Evans, than between either and Elias. The 
minds of the former were workshops; the mind 
of the latter, a well-furnished warehouse. ‘The 
minds of Williams and Evans were eminently 
creative; the mind of Elias was a crucible for fusing 
the thoughts of others. Of the three, Elias was the 
most dependent on foreign supply; Williams and 
Evans the greatest thinkers. W ‘ifeme was origi- 
nal, philosophic, and analytical; Evans, imaginative, 
figurative, and descriptive; while Elias was the 
accomplished speaker. ‘Williams was the man for 
evolving great principles, Evans for dramatic 
representation, and Elias for artistic oratory. ‘The 
three were equally popular, and each in his own 
way liad equal power over an audience. They 
were men of unspotted reputation, deep piety, and 
died universally and most sincerely lamented by 
their countrymen. But to Mr Elias, whose me- 
moirs we have been induced to notice almost 
solely to express our unmingled regret that he 
should have fallen into such hands as those of the 
dull Viear of Syston. With the deceased gentle- 
man's conservative tendencies—coqguetting with the 
established church and unmanly cringing to its 
ministers, we cannot be supposed to have any 
288 but still we cannot help regretting that 
the remains of so able a man should be mangled by 
such a feeble-minded person as the Rev. Edward 
Morgan. Unfortunately for Welshmen, this is not 
his first offence. We know another good and (in 
his day) great man, who has suffered at the hands 
of Mr Morgan. We do not wish to put a ere 
construction upon circumstances, but it would seem 
very much like retribution, that Elias should after 
his decease be caricatured by a minister of that 
church which, as a dissenter, he so inconsistently 
admired through life. Why did not the friends and 
admirers of the late Mr Elias request one of the 
ministers of their own denomination to write his 
biography? Surely they have in their own con- 
nexion gentlemen who are competent enough for 
the task. Where were the Rev. Lewis Edwards, 
M. A., of Bala, and the Rev. David Charles, B. A., 
of Trevecca, the theological tutors of the Calvin- 
istic methodist academies, when it was found 
necessary to send all the way into Leicestershire 
for a suitable biographer, for the oracle and leading 
man of their body ? 


The staple of the memoir is Mr Elias's autobio- | 
graphy, which is considerably damaged by being 
every now and then interlarded with the biographer’s 
driveling and canting reflections, as they unhappily 
break the continuity of the narrative. This — 
ment the author had to translate from the Welsh, 
and he has done it most baldly and wretchedly. 
The translation abounds with Welshisms and | 
inaccuracies of expression, while some parts are all 
but unintelligible. | 


The work is graced by a letter from the vicar of 
Rothley—a well known renegade dissenter—and by 
extracts from a Welsh church periodical called the 
„Haul,“ and which the Billingsgate folks might 
read, if they understood the language in which it 
written, with great profit and improvement. We | 
can easily conceive the holy indignation with 
which Elias, had he been living, would have re- 
sented the implied degradation of having any 
eulogium pronounced upon him by such a hired 
Balaam as the editor of the“ Haul.“ But that is 
his fate! 


Those who knew Elias, and knew him ¢ntimately, 
will, we think, find it difficult to recognise him in 
his memoirs; while parties who never knew him will, 
should the book fall into their hands, and they 
have patience to read it through, rise from the 
perusal with the impression that he was a very 


— — — — — — — — — —äĩ—ͤñũß 
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little man and n overrated. What ne 
y 


biographer puts into § month is generat 
something quite small and commonplace, while 
his style of eulogising him is fulsome: and 
No adjective seems to serve his purpose till he has 
run it up to the superlative degree. He is inno- 
cent of all approaches towards diserimination as he 
heaps on the deceased, in the utmost confusion and 
without any regard whatever to truth or decency, 
epithets of the most significant and comprehensive 
r There is @ great nditure of adjec- 
tives. There is no attempt made at 1 
religious and intellectual chararter of Mr Elias; 
and instead of 4 portrait of him, we have only u 
featureless mass.“ For delineating character, except 
in the vaguest generalities, Mr Morgan is evidently 
unfit. Indeed, he has not learned even to express 
himself in English with anything like correctness, 
though the letters M.A, figure. as an adjunc} to 
his name, We are not disposed to find so much 
fault with the miserable style in which he has 
attempted to execute his task, as wifh the pre- 
sumption and vanity which tempted him to stray 
beyond his proper sphere. People who caricature 
the dead should be punished for misdemeanour. 
Whatever might have been the ‘faults and defects 
of Klias—and as a nonconformist and Calvinist 
they were not a few—he certainly deseryed a very 
different biographer from Mr Morgan; and we 
sincerely trust some able and judicious man wil 
have mercy on his memory, and rescue it from the 
neglect and ‘oblivion ‘to which the memoir just 

published will unquestionably consign it. 
Elias, however inadequately desoribed by his 
biographer, who ought not to have forgotten the 
cobbler and his last, was no common man, whether 
we view him as a Christian or a minister. He was 
a most able preacher—richly evangelical and full 
of unction. As a public speaker he was the orator 
in the proper sense of the term. He had studied 
and mastered the art of speaking. His counte- 
nance and frame were singularly flexible. and com- 
pletely at the command of his will. He had a 
good deal of action perhaps too much—bnt it was 
natural and auxiliary to his speaking. IIe Was 
born to rule, and he did rule amongst the Calvinis- 
tic methodists, whose form of church government 
zives their ministers great power over the people. 
lad he been educated for the church he would 
have graced, the episcopal bench. He was a 
thorough : ecclesiastical aristocrat. He had no 


sympathy with dissenters nor their movements. 


He loved the “ powers that be,“ and in his own 
denomination authoritatively enjoined the most 
implicit submission to them. But he was a good 
man, and did a vast deal of good in his day. We 
shall close this notice with a description of Mr 
Elias's preaching at one of the annual associations 
in Wales, which are held in the open air. The let- 
ter containing: it was written by a Welsh bard, of 
the name ot 'Thamas, and addressed to Mr Morgan 
when collecting materials for the memoir, and it is, 
we are sorry to say, almost the only redeemin 
and readable part of the book. After making ali 
due allowance for the seductive influence of hero- 
worship which has led the writer to claim for his 
favourite preacher more mental independence than 
he was really entitled to, we can vouch from per- 
sonal „% Has for the perfect accuracy of the 
account given of the “eloquent orator,” and the 
impressions he produced on such occasions. 


We shall pass by his in-door or chapel preaching, 
and just take a view of his addressing an open air congre- 
gation, at an association, in one of the Welsh towns. 
And, first, just take a glance at the whole concern and 
procecdings. A large tent stage is erected at one end of 
an extensive field in the vicinity, and many thousands 
of attentive and devoted hearers stand in the front. of it. 
Then take a slight survey of the congregated multitudes 
previous to his appearance. We ‘shall find, on the co- 
vered platform, a clever, lively preacher addressing the 
vast audience: he seems to be a very highly giſted man, 
too, and elicits considerable marks of approbation. | Pro- 
fessors in general appear to be edified through his dis- 
course ; still business is alive in the town. The streets 
are paraded by thoughtless crowds of young people; the 
lawyers’ offices are crammed with litigating parties, and 
others who have some stake in the land, and money, and 
things of this world. The inns and pubdlic-houses are 
filled with reckless and dissipated parties; the shops 
with customers from the country; and those who have 
remained in the town can hardly miss the 8 in 
the field. Again, the main body of the assembly is 
flanked with some scores of — — thronged with 
people; and, on the adjacent fences and eminences, 
some hundreds of saunterers are to be seen, listlessly 
estimating the extent of ground covered by the multi- 
tude, or feasting their idle curiosity on the motley ap- 
pearance of the almost countless throng of town and 
country people. But just as the fluent precursor of 
Elias concludes his address, there is a pereepti- 
ble change in the scene. A general stir ensues, the 
town pours forth some additional multitudes, consisting 
not only of tradesmen and common people, but also of a 


considerable number of ladies and gentlemen. The be- 


cupants of the several vehicles begin to gaze towards a 
certain spot, and to place themselves in the most fa- 
vourable position. The loungers, from the heights and 
hedges, eagerly approach the main body; and now the 
whole irregular groups are consolidated into one com- 
mon mass of rational beings. ‘The grand focus, where 
the innumerable angles of vision all concentrate, is the 
stage; and just now the looked-for individual makes hia 
appearance at the stage desk. In stature he was some- 
what tall, slender, and of a dark complexion; having 
high cheek bones, discoloured teeth, considerably ex- 

when his mouth was opened, his eyes animated 
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_Sehovah, and adhe 
/ he warned them with a beautiful vehemence. 
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THE NONOONPORMIST. 


He had. a serene and placid countenance, 

indicating true Christian meekness and humility, and 
illuminated with a faint smile when he appeared on the 
stage. Then, contracting his lips, he would exhibit a 
solemn and serious aspect, as he surveyed the immense 
multitude ; and as he pointed out the text, and read it 
in his sweet, clear, penetrating voice, the anxiety of the 
assembly was relieved. There was a deep silence, and 
the most devoted attention pervaded through the whole 
audience, even to the outskirts of the grand assembly! 
All were on the tiptoe to catch a glimpse of the favour- 
ite preacher, devouring with avidity the minutest words 
that dropped from his mouth. Most resigned them- 
selves to the influence of his extraordinary eloquence. 
By this time he finds himself in his usual good frame, 
and proceeds in a masterly style, under the divine bless- 
ing, emitting such brilliant flashes of holy eloquence, as 
to charm his numerous hearers with his sweet and supe- 
rior oratory. He was chiefly remarkable for his origi- 
nalty,* and his magnifying and simplifying talents. 
Whatever subject he handled, he could never be anti- 
cipated. None could guess the course he would pursue ; 
but, as soon as he marked it out, it was impossible, in 
the opinion of all, to think of any better plan. It ap- 
peared so natural, striking, and consistent, that all 
wondered that they did not think of it before. Those 
mooted points of doctrinal and practical religion, which 
the ears of the audience were perpetually accustomed to, 
and which in common hands possessed no peculiar 
interest, he laid hold of, and began to dress with such 
novelty, and magnify to such a degree of vital impor- 
tanee, as to make the hearers almost fancy them- 
selves for the first time listening to a minister of 
Christ's gospel. He took, at other times, an abstruse 
point of doctrine or duty, and held it as it were between 
his fingers, divesting it of all its difficulties and sup- 
posed incongruities, and exhibiting it in its bare and 
simple essence and reality, thereby rendering it so defi- 
nite and intelligible to the{ dullest understanding, that 
all were astonished why theyever entertained any doubts 
respecting it. His mannerg too, was truly oratorical ; his 
eyes, mouth, arms, hands, Hingers, and even his head and 
body, all spoke at once, heightening the etfect with in- 
describable form and beahty, charming the audience to 
the most devoted attention and admiration. 

“If he had a sorrowful theme to dwell upon, as the 
infatuation of sinners, perishing in their evil cougses, 
and rejecting salvation, lie would weep, and sigh, and 
modulate his voice to the subdued notes and tones of 


and expressive, his posture erect, bold, and command- 


_lamentation and pity, till the whole audicnce felt them- 


selves buried at once in the 1 770 distress. When, at 
another time he felt a Rene ed jealousy for the honour 
and glory of his Divine Master, seeing, like Moses 
formerly, the people rashly embracing an idol, and dis- 
regarding the worship and the injunctions of the one 

g to their corrupt and evil ways, 


“He assumed n threatening attitude, wore on his 
countenance such an awful frown, and stretched forward 
his arms with such a manly courage, as to make the 
scoffer graye and crest-fallen, the obdurate to tremble, 
and the thoughtless votaries of levity and pleasure to 
hang down their heads in dismay, and for once at least 
to reflect on their headlong course of deprayity. When 
he again began to display the inexhaustible riches of 
free grace, and expatiate on the infinite love and un- 
bounded mercy of a Saviour, and his all-sufficiency to 
meet the most desperate case, he assumed a gladsome 
and triumphant aspect, and smiled with such full confi- 
dence, and lifted his hands unto heaven with such in- 
describable joy, and with such force and beauty of dic- 
tion and delivery, that the reiterated ejaculations, amens, 
and hallelujahs, which rang throngh the audience, made 
one almost think he was really in the abode of the blessed, 
beholding the ineffable glory of the Saviour, and listen- 
ing to the never-ending praises of the glorified saints.“ 


LIST OF PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

1. The Gallery of Nature. Part I. By Rev. T. Mii. 
NER, MA. ! 

2. Lewers to Wesleyan Ministers. 

3. Good! A Proposition on the National Debt. By 
Luxe J. HANSARD. | 

4. France Illustrated. Part 1. 

5. „ tone, Chriat's Universal Church. L'art 2. 

6. War Incompatible with Christianity. 

7. Lectures to the Working Classes. By W. J. Fox. 

8. The Oxford Crisis. 


Religious Intelligente. 


— —— ee 


Nxwronr, Monmoutusntke.—Mr T. L. Bright, of 
the Western college, Exeter, has accepted a unani- 
mous inyitation to the pastorate of the independent 
church at Hope chapel, in this town, and will com- 
mence his labours on the fourth Sabbath in this 
month. 

BakEWELL.—The opening of the new independent 
church, Little Longstone, near Bakewell, Tarheshize, 
took place on Tuesday, the 18th of December. Dr 
T. Raffles, of Liverpool, preached two sermons on 
the occasion. Mr T. M. Newnes, of Glenorchy 


chapel, Matlock Bath, and Mr J. Sargeant, of Tide- 
W 


U. also took part in the services. On the follow- 
ing Lord’s day, the opening services were continued 
by Mr J. Spencer, of Bakewell, and Mr J. Sargeant, 
by whose conjoint Jabours the pulpit will be sup- 
plied. The congregations were good, and the col- 
lections liberal, amounting to above £30. The 
erection cost £300, the greater part of which has 
been raised by local effort, generously aided by dis- 
tant friends. 

Extinction oF Cuaren Dents av Lervs.—-The 
congregation of East Parade chapel having, by a 
noble effort, paid off its heavy debt of more than six 
thousand pounds, those of a hat Queen Street, 
and Salem chapels forthwith began to meditate the 
same good deed for themsclves. A fortnight since, 


His claims to originality 12 5 very happily sustained by 


the following account of his mogé of preparing sermons. In 
page 122, Mr Morgan says—“ Hs manner of composing his ser- 
mons was the following: he would first, after prayer, look into 


Scott's Bible for references; then he would write down some of 


the most remarkable words in the text, with suitable explana- 
tions ; presently he would look into the contents of different 
books; having found the subject in question and satistied his 
mind, he would then fill up the sermon,” 


— 
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we announced that the subseription for extinguishing 
the debt at Belgrave chapel was wach as to insure 
the accomplishment of the object. Last week we 
stated that the debt was not only cleared from that 
chapel, but also from the former place of worship, 
Albion chapel, which still remains in their hands: 
and we likewise mentioned that the debt on Salem 
chapel was already as good as extinguished. We 
further stated that the subscription for releasing 
Queen Street chapel from its encumbrance was in a 
forward state; and this week we have the high satis- 
faction of saying that the ay geo of that place 
have raised £1,410 towards the debt of £1,500, and 
that they intend, with the kind aid of their towns- 
men, to extinguish the whole debt to-morrow. We 
are sure that the sympathy and help of the Christian 
public will not be withheld from them on that acca- 
sion; especially as the congregation of the Rev. T. 
Scales, which migrated from the old White chapel, 
may be regarded as the parent of the congregational 
churches of Leeds. On Thursday evening next, a 
social mecting is to be held at Queen strect, to com- 
memorate the joyful event. Thus, in the space of 
five or six wecks, the four congregations of inde- 
pendents in this town have cleared off debts qmount- 
ing in the whole to ten thousand pounds! Well 
done, voluntary principle i Leeds Mercury. 

Lonvon Misstonary Socirrry.—Collections were 
made on Sabbath last, by a considerable number of 
the congregations of the united seceasion, indepen- 
dent, and free churches, in the behalf of the London 
Missionary Society. Great interest was added on 
the occasion by the exchange of pulpits on the part 
of several ministers of the free church with their 
dissenting brethren. Dr Wardlaw preached for Dr 
Brown in the afternoon, in Free St John’s: Dr 
Brown was, however, unfortunately prevented by 
indisposition from preaching in West George Street 
church. Dr Buchanan and Dr King exchanged, as 
did also Dr Robson and Mr Arnot, Dr Hengh and 
Dr Smith, Mr Maegill and Dr Henderson. The 
collection in Dr Heugh’s church afnounted to £1165. 
On Monday night there were district meetings for 
prayer at various parts of the town, and last night a 
general meeting was to be held and be addressed b 
several ministers.—Glasgow e At Edinburgh 
a public meeting on the same subject was held on 
Tuesday night, the Lord Provost in the chair. ‘The 
meeting was addressed in able speeches by Messrs 
T. D. K. Drummond, John French. J. A. Campbell, 
2 Watson, W. L. Alexander, and Dr Cand- 

ish. 

ARRIVAL OF THR Joux WIIIHIAMS' at Hornart 
Town, and Departure ron Sypney.—A file of Van 
Diemen’s Land papers inform us of the arrival of 
the John Williams at Hobart Town. ‘The missionary 
barque left London on the 17th of June, 1844, and 
reached Hobart Town on the 10th of October. On 
the 22nd of the sume month she sailed for Sydney 
with a fair wind and all well. The missionary band 
on board the John Williams met with a cordial 
welcome from their brethren at Hobart Town. 


BIRTHS. 

Feb. 9, the wife of Mr T. T. GOuan, baptist minister, Clipston, 
of a son. 

Feb. 9, at Reigate, Surrey, the wife of Mr Thomas Rees, 
minister of the gospel, of u son. 

Feb. 10, at Tredegar, Monmouthshire, Mrs Jones, wife of Mr 
Richard Jones, independent minister, Sirhowy, of a son. 

Feb. 12, the wife of Mr J. C. HARRISON, independent minister, 
Tottenham, of a son, ; 

MARRIAGES, 

Feb. 7, at the independent chapel, Malton, Yorkshire, Mr 
DANIEL Brown to Mrs TANNA Beswick, 

Keb, 8, at the independent chapel, High street, Ware, IIerts, 
Mr Joun Frencu, of London, to FraANcEs PuppRFoon, of Ware. 

Feb. 10, at Horton Wesleyan chapel, Mr Joux AsiLey, wool 
stapler, Bradford, to HaNnNan, eldest daughter of the late 
Stephen PaRKINson, Esq., of Summerset place, Horton. 

Feb. 11, at Marshall Street chapel, Leeds, FREDERICK, eldest 
son of James WHALLEY, Esq., to CAROLINE, second daughter 
of Abraham France, Esq., both of Leeds, 

Feb. 12, at Oxford VPlace chapel, Leeds, Mr Rorert Supa- 
Wick, cabinet maker. to MARY, youngest daughterof Mr Ggonan 
Woo rr, pawnbroker, all of Leeds. 

Feb. 13, at Trevor chapel, CHARLES Epwarp, eldest son of 
Seth Suirn, Fsq., of Eaton square, to GRACE, second daughter 
of Hugh GARDEN, Esq., of Piccadilly. 

Feb. 13, at St Mary's church, Cheltenham, DANIEL M‘FetTrRisnu 
PATTERSON, Of Montpelier avenue, son of the late Daniel M'. 
Patterson, of Brighton, to Mary, second daughter of the late 
Mr John Banbury, of Cheltenham. 

DEATHS. 

At Hesket Newmarket, aged 66, ELizabrerma LANCASTER, who 
was 3 feet 10 inches high, 7 feet circumference at the waist, and 
31 stone in weight. 

Jan. 16, at Whiteparish, near Romsey, Ilampshire, in her 
109th year, Berry Hearn, Itis a singular faet, that, when in 
her 50th year, she was, after a severe illness, pronounced dead 
by her medical attendant. Preparations were made for her 
funeral, and the carpenter was about to screw her down, when 
she evinced slight symptoms of returning life, and, in a few 
days, recovered tolerable health. The neighbours state that 
she “took out a new lease for her life.” And a pretty long 
one, too, for fifty-eight years elapsed between her first and se- 
coud death. , 

Feb, 5, after a long and painful affliction, Mr EDpWAnD NEr- 
TLESUIP, of Whitby, aged 74 years, a deacon of the independent 
church in that place. 

Feb, 5, at Shefford, Beds, Mr Jon CHAPMAN, aged 47, for 
several years a member and deacon of Union chapel, in that 
town. His end was peace. 

Feb, 9, at Penton street, Pentonville, after long protracted 
sufferings, Mr JONAS Bunnibak, in the 30th year of his age. 
His end was peace, 

Feb. 9, in his 70th year, James Biscnuorr, Esq., of High- 
bury terrace, near London, and formerly of Leeds. 

Feb, 14, after a lingering illness, borne vith Christian humi- 
lity, Manrna, the wife of Mr ‘TATtTERSFIELD, independent 
minister, of Keighley, and eldest daughter of W. Lund, Esg. 


Trade and Commerce. 


LONDON GAZETTE. 
Friday, lebruary 14. 

The following building is certified as a place duly registered 
for solemnising marriages, pursuant to the act of Gand 7 Wm 
IV., cap. 85:— 

The Wesleyan chapel, Wotton-under-Fdge, Gloucestershire. 

BANKRU PTS, 
_ CHRISTIAN, WILLIAM ALEXANDER, Newcastle street, Strand, 
innkeeper, Feb. 21, March 28: solicitors, Messrs Paynter and 
Co., Gray’s inn, | 


— 


FLINT, ALGERNOR Lens 

Upper Clapton; Waréhou 

Mr W. Cox, Pinner's hall; O 
HERBERT, Ropert Mayo, 

of Reading, tea dealer, Feb. 19, March 28: solidi 

Hill and Matthews, we da A1. 


5 vas “ city. 
e 38: hen. 


++) wee eve ff 


Howl, WI Lx, ive 
March 25: solicitors, Messre Corn ! 
chambers, London; and \Messfs Fisher and Stone, 

HILL, Rioukud, Exeter, e 
tors, Mr John Hull Terrell, E 
Gray’s-inn square, London. vi 
~MAcWILLIAM, JAMES, Gloucester, hosier, Feb. 86, April 8: 
solicitors, Messrs Richards 1 Go. Te ary, © s cubaod 

OLDHAM, JOHN, Kingston-upon-Hull, ironfounder, Feb. 26, 
March 28: solicitors, denen nie Rad Co., Tokenhouse yard ; 
Messrs Colbeck and Co., Hull; or Messrs Horstall and Harri- 
son, Leeds. 


RAWLINGS, FRANCIS JOHN, Cheltenham, cabinet maker, Feb. 
28, March 28 : 1. hay Messrs Newton 180 nee 5 


Hameed 1 1 1 
ANDERSON, 40 yer ; 
solicitors’ Measts Bich and Bram 
London; and Messrs Stockley and , 
TURNER, 94 Wreks, SAMURL, Southampton, 1 
8 
se 4 


masons, Feb. 10, March 28: solicitor, Mr Pate 
street, Fleet street. e- 
WATSON, SAMURL, e Somersetshire, stone n, 
* April 2: solicitor, Mr“ luiam Gover Gray, Bris vd 
at 0 1 1 ' wh 4 * 1 
Wuitr, Joux, 6, Great St Andrews street, Seven Dials, 
leather seller, Feb. 26, March 29: sol ſeitor, Mx Hall, Rupert 
atteet, Haymarket. ey 3 
Wieks, Jacon, Bristol, grocer Feb. 27, April 3: solicitor, Mr 
William Gover Gray, Bristol and Bath. n 
SCOTCH SEQUESTRATION. 
Greia, ANDREW, Chain pier, Trinity, Edinburgh, innkeeper, 
fon 21, March 14: ‘solicitors, Messrs 8. and . Bev , 
eith. ) ’ 


11 


DIVIDENDS. 
II. Jones, Canterbury, wine merchant, sec. div. of 29d. in the 
pound, payable any Wednesday—R. J. Granies, Maldon, Rüsex. 
butcher, first div. of Ls. 6d. in the pound, payable ay Wednes- 
day—J. Holland, Buxted, Sussex, grocer, Urst div. of 2s; in the 
poand, payable any Wednesday R. Williams, Bristol, butter 
dealer, first div. of ds. 6d. in the pound, payable any Mond) — 
R. Younghusband, Chelteuham, ne . diy, N. in 
the pound, payable any Monday—W. Law, Pen ing, Berkshire, 
grocer, first div. of 3s. in the pound, payable any Wednesday 
II. R. Harraden, Cambridge, printseller, first div. of 58. in 
pound, payable any Wednesday—G, Punt, Upper Thames str 
ale merehant, first div. of Is. 4d. in che pound, payable 
Wednesday—J. Bradshaw and G. Williams, ot lebone spre 
Piccadilly, woolen drapers, third div. of 134, in the pound, bey 
able any Wednesday J. Woollam, St Alban’s, Hertfordshire, sil 
throwster, first div. of Is. in the pound, payable any Wednesday 
J. Lark, Seymour street, Kuston square, bootmaker, vec, div. of 
34d. in the pound, any Wednesday--W. Chamberlain, 
ham, Surrey, linen draper, fivat div. of le. 9d. ip the pave 
Wednesday—W. Vuill, 74, Cornhill, City, „ rst 
3s. Tid. in the pound, any Wednesday — M. Thompson, 
Wal Fe meer. Sag — of Ts. $id. in — und, 
an ednesday—J. Jardine, Richibueta, Ne uns 5% 
of 8 merchant, see. div, of A at po 
Thursday—J. Look, D tea dealer, . 
dividend of 2d, in the pound, Feb. 15th, and three su 
turdays—W. Morgan, sen,, 29, St Swithin’s lane, 
wareman, first div. of 3a. 4d. in pound, Feb. 
subsequent Saturdays—W, Oliver, Maidstone, ypbols 
diy. of 5d. in the pound, Feb. 15th, and three su 


equent 
days, 
Tuesday, Feb. 18. 

The following building is certiflud as 4 place ry | eee 
for solemnising marriages, pursuant to the act of 6 and 7 Wil- 
liam IV., cap. 85 :-— 1 

Ebenezer chapel, Ramabury, Wiltshire. 

BANKRUPTUY ANNOLLED. 
DiAMOND, JAuxs, I, George streét, Tower hill, City, merchant. 
BANKRUPTS. N 

Binunv, Jou Peart, 26, Brompton row, Brompton, plumber, 
Feb. 28, March 28: solicitors, Messrs Buchanan and Granger, 
Basinghall street, | vai 

CLosson, Evwarp,. 17, Lower Holborn, City, stationer, Feb. 
28. April 3: solicitor, Mr Michael Praseér, 2, Furnival’s inn, 
Holborn. 


Crew, SAMUEL, Bristol, coal merehant, March 4, April 1: so- 
licitor, Mr William Gover Gray, Bristol and Bath, a 

GRIFFITHS, THOMAS, jun., Wem, Shropshire, wine merchant, 
March I, 27: solicitors, Mr Hammond, Furniyal’s inn, London 
Mr Brown, Wem; and Mr T. R. T. Hodgson, Birmingham, © © 

Haaa, [cHaBop, Colchester, Essex, lor, Feb. 25, April 1. 
solicitors, Mesars Soles and Turner, eagle gf , 

Haut, WILLIAM, Claypath, Durham, 2 eb. 26, Apel 
14: n William Marshall, 41 
Lockey Harle, Newenstle-upon-Tyne; an T John Rogerson, 
50, Lincoln’sinn-felda, Lokon y +P PPR e 

LloLMAN, Joux, Exeter, victualer, Feb. 27, March 27: sotict- 
tors, Mr George William Turner, Exeter, and Mr §pyer, Broad 
Street buildings, London. 

HuTcHinas, Joux, Bath, and late of Regent street, u. 
boot and shoemaker, March 3, April 37 solicitors, Meas 
Bachelor and Co., Bath. 

KNIGHT, WILLIAM, Manchester, oil cloth manufacturer, Keb. 
28, March 26; solicitors, Messrs Makinson and Sanders, 3, Elm 
court. London: and Messrs Atkinson and Saunders, Man- 

1ester. 

Kegs, THOMAS, Liverpoal, brewer, March 3, April 1: goliciters, 
Messrs Sharpe and Co., Bedford row, London; and Messrs 
Ifarvey and Falcon, Liyerpoal. 

SCHOFIELD, JAMES, Greenacre’s moor 


ear Ol „ Lau- 
cashire, grocer, March 4, 24: solieltors, 5 ames tt, 1 


Manchester; and Messrs Bower and gon cery laue, Lond 
Scott, Joskru, Liverpool, paper / valer, eic 8 ‘soli 
0 


rd roy, Loh 


tors, Messrs Parkes and Co., don ; aud 
Greatley, Liverpool, | 


WILKINSON, ‘THOMAS, Hartle Durham, er, Feb. 
April 14; solicitors, Messre II. J. and J ve Misha N 
Mr William Lockey Harle, Newcastle-upon-Tyne , and Mr J. 
Rogerson, 50, Lincoln’s Jun fields, onda abe 3 

SCOTCH 5 mers ASIP 8. * 

Heastie, Ropert, sen., Edinburgh, baker, February 24, 

CADELL, Putte, Cramond, iron manufacturer, February 22. 

Seton, HEN AV, Edinburgh, veterinary suggéon, ebruary 76. 

DLVIDENDS.. A ters ‘ 

LANG, Ricnarn, Mill bridge, Yorkshire, tallow chandler, Hrg. 
dividend of. 3s, 2d., payable any Tuesday. 

CHAPMAN, RICHARD, Scorton, Yorkshire, innkeeper, first and 
final dividend of 3s., payable any Tuesday. * . 


BRITISH FUNDS, 
The market continues about the same ‘as last week, with » 
moderate amount of business transacted. rat 


r Fri. Sat. Mon. | Tue. 


Spee cent. Consols 8 9 99 99 250 | ‘ 
Ditto for Acconnt.,. | gy 994 

3 percents Keduced | 100} | 100 | 100 | 100 1034 1052 
New 3} percent.... | 103% | 103} | 103% | 103 ‘ : 
Lon ANanities %% ae 2 12 11 120 
Bank Stock........| 212 | 212 212 | 212 | 912 212 


“res venga Af, eee 4 by ; 640, 54; 1 
xchequer 8. 6pm 55pm Si || 94pm | 5 
India Bonds 67pm | TOpm 7pm pm 2 14 2 


7 


FOREIGN FUNDS, 
Austrlan coscsccescecne — Mexican ee %% „„ „16 of 


wie: oc os ik tsavtie 102 § Peruvian ...... 594592 
Drazillan . 904 § Portuguese 5 per cents] 84 
Buenos Ayr e 41 § Ditto converted. 0 


Columbian.... eeeesvees 14} Russian Oe Peer ereses 10. 
Danis . 90 § Spanish Active . 98 
Dutch 24 per cents.... | Ditto Detetved 1... : 


63 
Ditto b percent.. 97 Ditto Defetred .,..., 


* —— — — ase ot. 7 a — — 
— 2 pes ? . 3 
_ * 
4 > 
arnt 
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rp SHARES. 
3 


Birmingham and Derby London & Birm. } Shares) 20 
Birmingham & Gloucester 135 l London and Brighton . 57 
Black wall.. London & Croydon'Trunk| 18} 
Bristol and Exeter ...... London and Greenwich 11 
Cheltenham & Gt. Western — Ditto New ............ 25 
Bastern Counties ........| 18 I Manchester and Leeds 138 
Edinburgh and Glaegow | — Midland Counties 125 
Grand Junction 4222 § Ditto New Shares ......) 84 
Great North of England.. 168 | Midland aud Derby ....) 94 
Great Western ..........)177 | Ditto New ........... | — 
Ditto Half ..............| 99 South Eastern and Dover] 49 
Ditto Fifths eeeeeseseveses 40 South Western „ % % 0 „ 6 „ 60 784 
London and Birmingham 235 [Ditto New ....... 166% 


—— — 


MARKETS. 


MARK LANE, Monpay, Feb. 17. | 
The show of wheat by Jand-carriage samples this morning 
was rather larger than of late, Kent good. Best selected quali- 
ties were disposed of at the prices of last week, but great dithi- 
culty was experienced in the sale of secondary and ordinary 
descriptions. Sales of foreign were exceedingly limited, but we 
do not observe any alteration in its value. 
The supply of barley was moderate, and late prices main- 
tained. 


Beans and peas remain unaltered. 

The oat trade continues heavy, and sales at last week's prices 
were limited; in some instances a reduction of 6d, per quarter 
was submitted to. 


7. 7. 5. * 
Wheat, Red New .. 38 to 46 Malt, Ordinary .. 46 to 92 
. 46 . . 51 „ 56 .. 64 
. 43 .. DO | Rye 30. HM 
„ „ 0 .. ese, Hog 32 . . 34 
Flour, per sack .... 33 45 44 33 31 
o 24... 27 .. 32 . Jb 
WW 32 35 | Beans, Licks 31 36 
s. 5. DUTY ON FOREIGN COKN, 
Beans, Pigeon . . 32 to 38 [Wheat . 
Harrow ........ 33 .. 36 [Barley ice 
Oats, Feed ........ 20 .. 22 O ate % & 8 
T! WE 46 Ä ,,, A •·m—m 7 
J ĩ GE ce ̃7 , è A 0 45 
ee . meray „ 
WEEKLY AVERAGR FOR / AGGURRGATEK AVEKAGE OF THE 
kh. 14. SIX WEEKS. 
RASS ON Re ere 45s. Td. 
Marley ..ccssecccee Ow 0 hy 34 0 
„ 8 WW 1 
ET ͤ Ae. a A 1 
. „ 3A xs mo 8 
HTH! 9 —B 35 9 
SEEDS. 


The late wintry weatlter has retarded the consumptive demand 
for cloverseed, and as yet we have had very little country in- 
quiry for the article: considerable firmness continues, however, 
to be shown by holdere, and purchases could not have been 
made at all cheaper this morning than on Monday last. In 
prices of other seeds no change occurred, and the transactions 
were altogether unimportant. 


Linseed per qr Clover per ewt. 
English, sowing 526. to „ English, red.... 50. to 58 
Baltic, ditto .... — — Ditto, white.... O8 . . 78 
Ditto, crushing.. 38 .. 42 Flemish, pale. 45. 55 
Medit. & Odessa 38 40 Ditto, tine...... ow... & 

Hempvseed, emall.. 35 . 38 New Hamb., red 45 5 
W333 — . — Ditto, fine 58 . 60 

Canary, new ...... 3 Old Hamb., red — — 
. =. oe Ditto, ine — - 

Carraway, old .... 44 .. 46 French, red.... 45 60 

. „ Ditte, white.... 23 .. 74 

Ryegrass, English — — | Coriander ........ lo .. 18 
RS — . — — — . . — 

Mustard per bushel) Rapeseed per last 
Brown, new .... 8 .. IA HEuglish, new. . 25/. to 251, 
. .. 10 .. 13 | Linaeed cakes 

n. „„ „ English... I. Ox. to 141. 
V ˖˙²*i˙mA]§Ü1 ˙*˙ — . 71. Is, to 9. 

Tares, ne W.. . . 63. Od. to 78. 6d. ] Rapeseed cakes — to — 


PROVISIONS, Lonpbon, Feb. 17. 

We continue to have a fair demand for butter, and during the 
week sales to some extent were ellected, at about previous 
prices. Fine Dutch has advanced to 106s. to 1088. per ewt, 
Owing to the large stock of bacon on hand, the trade still rules 
dull, aud dealers take in small quantities landed to supply im- 
mediate wants. Pigs continue high in Ireland, and the manu- 
facturers cannot afford to sell free on board in proportion to 

ices landed; there are therefore noue offering. Hams meta 
fir sale. Lard firmer. 


HOPS, BorovuGn, Monday, Feb. 17. 
The market for hops continues quiet, and the quotations haye 
undergone no alteration. — ee 


POTATOES, Borovon, Mouday, Feb. 17. 
The supply during the past week has been moderate, com- 


— — — 


with former arrivals, yet it is greater than the demand, as 

the quantity from Yorkshire has been of late unusually large. 
8 ee 
York Rede 60 0 80 | Kent & Essex Whites 45 to 55 
Perth do..... nn 55 to 60 Wisbeach Kidneys .. - 10 65 
Early Devons do. .... — to 65| Do. Whites ........ 50 to 55 
Cornwall do. ........ — te 65 Guernsey Blues... . 50 to 60 
Jersey Blues ........ Wto 60 | Prince Regents 60 te % 


The beef trade was somewhat better, and in some few in- 
stances the primest Scots, which were searce, commanded an 
advance of 2d. per 8 los. There were on sale here 70 beasts and 
90 sheep, the le of which were in very moderate condition, 
and sold at corresponding prices. ‘The supply of sheep was 

uite equal to meet the wants of the trade. 


THE NONCONFORMIST. 


tricts must be in a Very Satisfactory position to allow of the 
advanced rates of 2d. per Ib. being realised on colonial samples, 
The imports of wool into London last week were only 558 bales, 


of which 202 were from the Cape of Good Hope, 213 from ‘Tur- 


On the whole, a | 


ht hoprovement was noticed in the demand, but prices ruled | 


about stationary, though they were fully supported. 
ber of calves was on the increase, owing to which the veal trade 
was vga f 

et full pric 
200 lanibs. 
Price per stone of lbs. (sinkingthe offal). 


Beef ........ 2s. 6d.to 4s. 2d. |. Se 2 0d. to og. 44. 
Mutton......2 8 44 — ae eee ee 
HeavorCaTr Le aTSMITHFIELD, 

Beasts. Sheep. Calves. Pigs, 
A f A ĩ lee 
Monday 2,553 .....- 26.230 68 ....., 313 


2e Bd.to3s. 04. 
r 
„„ 
1 0 
Small Pork 4 0 . 46 


‘COTTON, © 
The intended important alterations in the tariff have 


mere 


formed 
s of conversatiun in commercial circles to- 
of any’ thing like steady business. As yct, 

have not been sufficiently well considered 
upon the various branches of trade to which 


ernam, 300 Bahia, and 1,500 Surat have been taken 
on speculation 
amount to 57,950 bales. 


6 


WOOL. 

The demand for combing and clo ; wools is steady, and 
prices are firm aud stationary, The ic sales were brought 
to a conclusion on the Ilch instant, having lasted eleven days. 
The whole have gone off in the most satisfactory manner, and 
there js ny doubt but that the trade of the manufacturing dis- 


wn 


The num ) ; 
low ing sums are gratefully acknowledged :— 
on lower terms. For pigs we had a steady inquiry, | 
es. There were on sale about 2,000 shorn shee pb, and 


7. The cotton market Was been dull. 20,500 Ame- | 


„ and 150 American for export; aud the total sales | 


key, 139 from South Australia, and 4 from Germany. 


HAY,SMITHFIELD, Feb. 15.—At per load of 36 trusses. 
Coarse Meadow .. 708. to 95s. | New Clover Hay 905.0 1208. 
New ditt o .. — | Oldditto . 
Useful Old ditto... 96 ..106 | Oat Straw ........ 
Fine Upland ditto 104 . 108 | WheatStraw .... 


— 


36 
40 


* 

31 

oe 

od 5 „ 
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GROCERIES.—Turspay, Fer. 18. 

THhA.—Ot 6,771 packages, offered in auction, only about 2,000 
found buyers; 1,000 packages souchong sold at a decline of 1d. 
per Ib., and the remainder were Hyson, which sold at previous 
rates. 

COFFEEB.—550 bales Mocha sold at full rates; good middling 
fetched Is. to 65s. 600 bags Costa Rica, offered in auction, 
were taken in. 

SUGA —There was hardly a cask of British plantation sold 
to-day. Holders are asking higher rates, and the trade are 
holding back. In refined goods business was excessively 
limited, and standard lumps are offered at 728. Brown grocery 
at 71s. per ewt. Bengal sold in auction at an advance of 2s, to 
$3. per evt. 


Advertisements, 
BRITISH ANTI-STA'TE-CHURCHIL ASSOCIATION, 

LECTURE will be delivered on THURSDAY 
EVENING, FEB. 20th, at Salter’s hall, Cannon street 
(Rev. S. J. Davis's), by the Rev. WILLIAM FORSTER. Sub- 
ject:—The Legal Abolition of State Churches the Religious 

Duty of Dissenters. To commence at Seven o'clock. 
Members may be enrolled, and the Publications of the Asso- 


ciation had, at the close of the Lecture, and at the Offices, 5, 
Aldine chambers, Paternoster row. 


METROPOLITAN COMPLETE SUFFRAGE 
ASSOCIATION, 
President—W. S. CRAWFORD, Esq. M. P. 
MWe FIRST ANNUAL MEETING of this 
Association will be held at the Guildhall hotel, Gresham 
street, on Monday, Feb. 24th, at Seven o’clock, for the election 
of officers for 1845, and the transaction of other business. The 
provisional committee will meet at Six o’eclock, to enrol 
names, Xe. A, COCKSHAW, Lon. Sec. 
ORPHAN WORKING SCHOOL, CITY ROAD. 
( ys SABBATH DAY NEXT, Feb. 23rd, ‘TWO 
. SERMONS will be preached at Chadwell Street chapel, 
Myddleton square: that in the morning by the Rev. J. II. III STO, 
M. X., of Devonshire square, and that in the evening by the Rev. 
NR. II. Werscuet.. Subject: The Provision made by God for 
the Widow and orphan during the prosperity of Israel. 
Collections will be made after each Service, towards defraying 
the expenses to be incurred in the erection of the new building 
at Ilaverstock hill, Hampstead road, for the reception of 240 
orphans and destitute children. 
Services will commence in the morning at Eleven, and in the 
evening at half-past Six precisely. me 
Petitions for the next Election should bé sent in immediately. 
JOSEPH SOUL, Secretary. 


MO DISSENTING MINISTERS, whether 

BAPTIST or INDEPENDENT. — All who have sons 
from nine to fourteen years of age, and why would wish to have 
them liberally Boarded and efficiently Educated by paying only 
Ten Pounds per Annum, may probably have their desire fur- 
thered by early application to the Rey, Mortlock Daniell, Hon. 
Sec., South Villa, Ramsgate. 


NEW INDEPENDENT CHAPEL, WINCHMORE HILL, 
MIDDLESEX. 
IMI following APPEAL is made in the ear- 
nest hope that it will meet with the kind attention of the 
Friends of Evangelical Truth. The Congregational chureh at 
Winchmore hill originated, about the year 1780, in the labours 
of Mr Whitefoot, who preached amidst much opposition on the 
Green. In oa short timefa small wooden coach-louse was con- 
verted into a chapel, in which the congregation assembled above 
tifty-tive years. This building, after the expiration of the lease, 
in 1811, they occupied as yearly tenants until Michaelmas, 1813. 
At Midsummer, 1843, they received an unexpected notice to 
quit in Three Months. ‘The only method left them of perpetu- 
ating nonconformity was the erection of a chapel. A freehold 
piece of ground having been given, the building was commenced, 
and during the time of its erection they assembled in the house 
of one of the friends, 

The chapel, which is substantially built, and capable of seat- 
ing about 300, without galleries, was opened on the 13th August, 
1811. It has cost above £1,000, towards which the congrega- 
tion and other friends have contributed about 4355. When 
4500 have been collected, it is intended to put the place in 
trust; and, to enable them to secure this most desirable object, 
this appeal is now made, It is gratifying to be able to state, 
that much spiritual good has been effected by the efforts to pro- 
mote the spread of the truth in the neighbourhood, and it is 
hoped the liberality of Christian friends who may read this 
statement will assist the little church and congregation so as to 
give them the prospect of securing the much-needed services of 
an able minister of the New Testament. 

The case is wellfknown to, and cordially recommended by, the 
following ministers :-- 


J. Harris, D. D. Cheshunt col. 8. A. Davis Enfield 
J.PyeSimith,D.D. Homerton col J. Stribling Unficld 

J. Leifchild, D. D. Craven chapel J. J. Davies Tottenham 
A. Reed, D.). Wickliffe ch. J. Hargreaves Walth. Abbey 
Thomas Lewis Islington A. Stewart Barnet 
Gieorge Clayton, Walworth C.J. Harrison Edmonton 


James Sherman Surrey chapel 
By whom Subseriptions will be thankfully received ; also at 
the Offices of the Patriot and .Nonconformist papers. The fol- 
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Mr Radford........ e 0 1909 9 
Mrs Vallowley .... 10 0 0} Thos Chambers, 15g ae ee 
. Richards, 15g. . WwW 0 OF W. Weare, F. 5g. es 1 
Collections at chapel 10 5 10 Samuel Lathan, Bs: ee 
Collecting Cards and Mrs Dimsdale...... 2 0 0 
r 21 19 10 John Cornwell, —_— «. © 
Deo. 1 5 10 6B. Perry, Esq. „ 10 0 
n ia ts BLA Frieud...... 8 10 0 
. G 3 6 Mra Saxby ........ eS 
Do., various sums... 10 11 OF} By G. W 10 0 
Collections at open- 3 — Knox, Es... 10 0 
ing. 13 Aux. 17 1 47 By Mr Russell ee 

J. R. Thomson's card 5 & 0 Mr Stwart.......... ies ee 
Collectine Cards and eien 3 0 0 
F 8 4 O|MrsStanard ...... - 8 @ 
Samuel Weston, Esq. o 0 UO} U. Wilkinson, sy. ae oe 
R. ‘Tucker, Esq..... 10 0 0 Mr Johnson Y 2-6 
Mr Alderman Challis 5 0 0 Thos Bidlake, Esg.. 1 0 0 

| John Dixon, Esq... 5 0 O78. Goodings, Esq. . 10 0 
W.Goodings, Esq... 5 O OF Miss Gresham N 0 0 
F ’˙Ü—Z̃ẽCd ⅛˙ rwLL m. 39 § 
C Se 10 0 
S. Whaley, ESsq 5 0 0 Mrs Whaley ..... 318 
N. Robarts, ESG. 3 3 0 R. Fauntleroy, Isg. 2 0 0 
Collection, Mir Stribe Mrs Linsell, 5 6 6 „ „ „ 60 10 0 
Ne Se ie . 10 0 
r WWW 108 8 
Mrs Pontifex ...... oe @ V a gx 
S. Walters, ae 5 0 0 Card, Miss Baugh,. Ee 
II. Spicer, Rae sts 2 2 6) A. Maw, FAG. ccs wae ee 
W. k. Spicer, Esq... 1 0 0 John Davis, Esq. .. a ee 
W. Wiggins, Esq. .. JJ 9 @ 
Joshua Wilson, Esq. 1 0 0 Mr Reynolds card. 1 0 0 
— Warton, Esq. em ee Ek Gee yy 
N e oni 2 2 0 Various small sums 1016 0 
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YORK ROAD CHAPEL, LAMBETH. 
HE ANNIVERSARY SERMONS for the 
PRESENT YEAR will be preached as follows: 

On Sabbath Morning, Feb. 23rd, 1845, at Eleven o’clock, by 
the Rev. THOMAS LINNEY, of the Weigh-house chapel. 

On Sabbath Evening, Feb. 23rd, 1845, at Half-past Six o’cloek, 
by the Rev. JAMES HILL, of Clapham. 

On Monday Evening, Feb. 24th, 1845, at Seven o’clock, by the 
Rev. GEORGE SMITH, of Poplar. 


ae ee ee 


Just published, price 6s., No. Iv. of the 
N° RTH BRITISH REVIEW. 


To be continued Quarterly. 
. Dana's Mineralogy. 


CONTENTS :— 
. Thornton’s British India. 
The Scottish Monks. 
. Fitchett’s King Alfred. 
„ Life and Writings of Dr Arnold. 
„ Baron Hugel’s ‘Travels in Kashmir and the Punjab. 
Report on the Poor Laws in Scotland. 
Palestine. 
. Essays on Christian Union. 

10. The Jesuits in France. 

Edinburgh: W. I'. KENNeby. London: HAMILTON, AD&Ms, 
and Co. Dublin; W. Curry, jun., and Co. 
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The Proprietors of the Psalmist having, by an extensive sale of 
the work, realised the large outlay attending its compilation 
and first production, and having no view to personal emolu- 
ment, have great pleasure in announcing the following very 
considerable reductions in the prices of the various editions 
of this popular work. 


TIME PSALMIST, a Collection of 400 Psalm 
and Hymn Tunes, Original and Seleeted, suited to all the 
varieties of Metrical Psalmody. Arranged for Four Voices, with 
an Organ or Pianoforte Accompaniment. Under the superin- 
tendence of VINCENT NOVELLO, Esq. 
The Psalmist, with Accompaniment, com- S. d. v. dt 
plete, handsomely bound 18 O originally 24 0 
in Four Parts, cloth, each 4 
—_—_—---—-——. Vocal Score, neatly bound 6 0 0 
Separate Parts, viz., the 
Treble, the Alto, the Te- 
nor, and the Bass, in four 
vols small Svo cloth, each 6 
5 roan gilt, each 3 O originallx 4 0 
London: Printed for the Proprietors by J. Happon, Castle 
street, Finsbury. Sold also by LONGMAN and Co.; SIMPKIN and 
Co.; HAMILTON and Co.; G. and J. DYER; and all Booksellers. 


— — — — — — — — 
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Now ready, price One Shilling, 


TIE ONE CHURCH; or, Sects Unscriptural. 
. By MortLock DANIELL, Ramsgate. 

I groan over the divisions of the church, of all our evils I 
think the greatest—of Christ's church I mean—that men should 
call themselves Roman catholics, Church-of-England men, Bap- 
tists, Quakers, all sorts of various appellations, forgetting that 
only glorious name of Christian, which is common to all, and w 
true bond of union.”’—The late Dr Arnold, of Rugby. 

GARDINER, Princes street, Cavendish square; HAMILTOS, 
Abus, and Co., Paternoster row. 


— — —— — —— 


This day is published, imperial 32mo, in an Illuminated Binding, 

price TWo Shillings. a 

WCENES IN MY NATIVE LAND. By Mus 

I.. II. StGoURNEY, authoress of “ Pleasant Memories of 

Pleasant Lands.” Forming No. 51 of CLARKE’S CABINET 
SERIES of New and Popular Works. 

Recently published in the above Series, 
MISS BREMER’S NOVELS, 


TRANSLATED FROM THE SWEDISH, 


1. Strife and Peace, or Scenes in Norway, Is, 6d. 
2. The H—— Family. 2s. 
3. The President's Daughters. 28. 


. The Neighbours. 
H. Lhe Bondmaid. 


2 Vols. 4s. 
IS. 


6. The Home, or Family Cares and Family Joys. 2 Vols. 4s. 
7. ‘The Twins, and other Tales. 28. 

. Nina. 2 Vols. 4s. 

9. A Diary. 2s. 


10. The Kose of Tistelon. By Emrite CAnLRN. 2 Vols, 4a. 
Lo be followed by other equally Popular Works. 
Published by H. G. CLarkg and Co., 66, Old Bailey, London. 


— — — — 


Demy 8vo. Price Is. 


{OOD!—A Proposition on the NATIONAL 
5 DEBT ; with the 4 and Means of the Riddance from 
all oppressive TAXES. By Luke James Hansarp.—Feb. 1845. 

Printed and published by Lokk James Hansarpb, 6, Great 


Turnstile, Lincoln's Fields, London; and may be had of all: 
Booksellers, 


Just published, price 28. 6d. cloth, | 


| ETTERS to WESLEYAN MINISTERS on. 
MIN ISTERIAL DUTIES, and An Address to the Mem- 
bers of the Connexion; Second Edition; with an Account of the 
Trial and Excommunication of the Author. 
London: Murray, 101, Edgware road: D. Murray, 179, 


Sloane street; SIMPKIN and MARSHALL, Stationers’ Hall court; 
and all Booksellers. 


AUXHALL COMPOSITE CANDLES, 834. 
per Ib., PRICE’S PATENT CANDLES, 104d. per Ib. 


‘These are the London cash prices, but the Country ones vary 
With the distance from town. 


Both sorts burn exactly as well as the finest Wax, and are 
cheaper, allowing for the light, than tallow moulds. 
Sold wholesale to the trade by Edward Price and Co., Bel- 


mont, Vauxhall; Palmer and Co., Sutton street, Clerkenwell ; 


and Wim Marehant, 253, Regent cireus, Oxford street. 

Until these Candles become generally sold throughout the 
country, Edward, Price and Co, will supply any private fami- 
lies unable to obtain them in their own neighbourhood, with a 
quantity not less than 5“. worth, direct from the factory. Ona 
line being addressed to Belmont, Vauxhall, enclosing a Post 
alice order for 5, (payable to Edward Price and Co., not to 
Edward Price, or Mr Price), they will forward a box of the 
Vauxhall Composite, or of the others, or a mixed box, as may be 
directed, to that exact amount. 


| ZETTS'S PATENT CAPSULED BRANDY.— 
Consumer f Brand respe fu ormed 
r. As, — and ed will not — — — 


ſor 
BOTTLED BRANDY that is not protected againet 
substitution by the Patent Metallic Capsules, émboased with the 
words ** Betts’s Patent Brandy, 7, Smithfield bart.” Sold by the 
most respectable wine and spirit merchants in town and coun— 
try, at ds, Gd. per bottle, the bottle included. Betts’s Patent 
Brandy is used, in preference to foreign, at Guy’s, St George's. 
and the other principal hospitals, &e., throughout the kin * 
Attention is especially requested to the security afforded y the: 
Patent Metallic Capsules. Country dealers are advertised it: 
the provincial Journals; and liste of 1 dealers may be 
obtained at the Distillery, where quantifies of not less thay 
two gallons may be obtained, in bulk at 18s. 


bottles, the cause and bottles ineluded, at? 
7, SioPtitield bars. 


ver gallon, and. ia 
S. per gallon.r— 


— — — 
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Printed and published at the Oilice, at No. 4, Crane court 
Fleet street, in the parish of St Dunstan in the West, in the 
city of London, by Joun HeNkY Davis, of No. 76, York 


road, Lambeth, in the county of Sure , ‘ 
19th of PeBRUARY, 1849, ) urrey, on WEDNESDAY 


